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Superman's Pope hits China Inflation slowed Wie is first woman 
seminal story over hishop down to 7.1% to make men's 
told anew ordination in April-NSO cut since 1945 
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Hunger level among Pinoys Pacquiao in for new fight, 
at all-time high, says SWS throws hat into political ring 


By Kate Pedroso By Aquiles Z. Zonio ee 

- KOUT 
PDI Research | 1 PhiMindamaoBuremu | Mie MAKA. 
MORE FILIPINOS ARE GOING HUNGRY, AC- te | " GENERAL SANTOS GITY | KALABAN NYAL 
cording to a recent survey conducted by the So- i With Manny Pacquiao's 


clal Weather Stations. money, popularity and 
Some 2.8 million families in the country expe- charisma, this new fight is 


rlenced having had nothing to eat at least once in. BALANCED FEARLESS VIEWS inthe bag. 
the past three months, as the hunger leve inthe 1. ม wen SEES EU OE We're nottalking about 


Kanayon Saturday, May 6, 2006 Bsections / Vol.21 / No.147 PIB webste: wwwing7.net PACQUIAO! AG 


Erap et al. 


Aragoncillo admits < 


rebellion 


spying for GMA foes =-=. 


OUSTED PRESIDENT JOSEPH 
Estrada yesterday. denied any 
role in a US espionage case deal- 
๑ . . . ing with alleged theft of classified 
Ping named co-plotters in bid to oust Gloria | 55mm 
of Justice said only events would 

tell if his hands were clean. 
sms a ญ่ Justice Secretary Raul Gonzalez. 
TN 4 NEWARK, NEW JERSEY—A FIL- said the government would fle re- 
ม เส อ + ipino-American intelligence an- | bellion charges against Estrada, 
23 B ^ Sen. Panfilo Lacson and others if 
th alyst admitted Thursday that for fx tee wes euim ar te eris 
five years he passed top secret P= xz onage case involving a Filipino- 
information gleaned from White 5 American in the United States was 


ป 4 linked to plots to unseat President 
House and Federal Bureau of In- ^ Macapagal-Arroyo. 


vestigation computers to con- “Any case filed here will 


5 T < strengthen the case there,” Gon- 
spirators he said were trying to zalez told the Inquirer, comment- 


overthrow President Macapa- Kv ing = = plea bargaining deal 
struck between US authorities 
gal-Arroyo. and former Federal Bureau of In- 
Leandro Aragoncillo, 47, a naturalized US vestigation intelligence analyst 
citizen who was born in the Philippines, E Leandro Aragoncillo. 
pleaded guilty to a four-count indictment. k The Filipino-bom former FBI 
"The conspirators used code words to refer Co-consPirator officer has pleaded guilty to pass- 
to various people, including calling Ms Arroyo 4 ing secrets to alleged plotters in 
“The Penguin” Aragoncilo admitted. the Philippines whom Federal 
Aragoncillo, shackled at the feet and wear- SN 
ing green jai! garb, himself did not identify edes 
But according to documents filed in the US Paari sab es me 
District Court in Newark, they included for- NA ol dealt wh 
mer President Joseph Estrada, opposition Sacer of tlic han 
ก MS Speak Lacson did not answer calls or 
A justice department official said the sup- mu NG AG 
posed conspirators included another politi- tion passed on to him by Michael 
cian who served in the Philippine House of Ray Aquino, his former police 
rons and a mayor of a city near aide and a coaccused of Arag- 
anila. oncillo, was not classified. 
ARTIST'S SKETCH of Leandro Aragoncillo, former White House and FBI staffer, who has San Juan Mayor JV Ejercito, son of the for- 


Calls to Fuentebella also were 
pleaded guilty to passing classified information to opponents of President mer President, has admitted receiving e-mails LACSON: Unindicted [gendaan 


Macapagal-Arroyo. ARAGONCHLO/AB co-conspirator ERAP/AB 


Batasan 5 face arrest S . - 
à Stocks post biggest gain in 5 years 
if they leave House By Elizabeth L. Sanchez P Sunes CR y global arena is awash 


tal of 199.7 points since April 28. reassure investors of the markers. with cash and so is the local mar- 
By Tarra V. Quismundo, der from the DOJ to arrestthe so- SHARE PRICES SURGED BY 4.22 The benchmark Philippine prospects,” Oliver Plana, head of ket and right now, the best hedge 
Dona Z. Pazzibugan called “Batasan 5.” percent yesterday, their biggest Stock Exchange composite index sales at Asiasec Equities Inc., to inflation seems to be the stock 
and Michael Lim Ubac Judge Jenny Lind Delorino of single-day gain in five years, as jumped by 99.95 points to said. market," said Astro del Castillo of 

tha Mekan Regional Trial Court foreign investors bought into 2,470.24, itsbestfinishsince July The previous biggest single Fist Grade Holdings. 

DESPITE A JUDGE'S ORDER RE- Branch 137 said her resolution is- blue chips following a slew of 22, 1999 when the index hit day rise was on Jan 22, 2001 Inflation rate slowed to 7.1 
jecting their inclusion in a rebel- sued Thursday afternoon had no positive economic and corporate 2,488.62. when the market soared 255.13. percent in April from 7.6 percent 
lion case filed by the Department implication on the continued stay data. “Foreign funds inflow is quite points or 17.56 percent after for- in March as the rise in prices of 
[on ee teh ang par atthe Batasan complex of Repre- It was the fourth session in a strong, We didn't expect it to be mer President Joseph Estrada food and other items was tem- 
ist lawmakers in the protec. sentatives Satur Ocampo, tow that the marker has regis- this strong. Positive corporate was ousted from power. STOCKS) A4 


tive custody of ae House of Rep- ว Casifio wala = Virador Van 3 : 
ll be d. Be , Re Mi =r = a = 
eer dr o Aperi id Lia Mazs of | PNP says most 
of killings in 
media solved 


warned yesterday. Gabriela. 
Group, said it had a standing or- BATASANSIAS 
By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


Senior Supt. Benjamin de los “Nothing at all, nada,” the 
Santos, spokesperson of the judge told the Inquirer. “Their 
‘Golden Buddha’ heirs pa aaa 
suffer setback in US suit uc" PAITH THE ADMINISTRATION REAPING INTER. 


Philippine National Police Crimi- custody was not an issue in the 
nal Investigation and Detection amended information being filed 
national criticism for the rising number of media 


จ murders, the Philippine National Police main- 
SAN FRANCISCO--NEARLY In a lawsuit, Roxas heirs ar- tairied that most of the cases had been solved al- 
10,000 victims of human rights gued the former ruler's riches 5 ^ i though the killers had yet to be convicted. 
abuses by former Philippine ruler could in part be traced to the “The PNP yesterday said nearly 60 percent 
Ferdinand Marcos government gold, and sought compensation È : } ofits recorded cases of media murders since 
should share the $30 million to from an estimated $35 million to 3 | 1986 took place in the last five years under 
$40 million that heirs of a trea- $40 million in a Merrill Lynch ac- President Macapagal-Arroyo's watch. 
sure hunter imprisoned by Mar- count established by a Marcos hy ‘Of the 69 recorded murders, 40 occurred 
cos had sought for themselves, ล shell company. from 2001 to the present, while the rest took 
US court ruled on Thursday. But a threejudge panel of the 1 place from 1986 to 2000, it said. 

Roger Roxas, a locksmith US 9th Circuit Court of Appeals However, 39 cases, mostly recent ones, 
turned treasure hunter, found held the heirs should be considered were now considered "closed" because the 
gold he claimed to be part of the part of the 9,539-person class that จ PNP had charged the suspected killers in 
so-called Yamashita treasure, wona $2-billion award against the k court, said the police spokesperson, Senior 
named for a Japanese general Marcos estate over human rights | : Supt. Samuel Pagdilao. 
who during World War Il alleged- abuses under his rule. เพ ศร nA - Of the 40 media murders since 2001, 30 
iy stashed booty from across Asia The decision will allow the class ENVOY'S VISIT cases were considered closed, he added. 
in the Philippines. to divide the $35 million to $40 US Ambassador Kristie Kenney and PDI Chair Marixi Prieto take note. ofan amusing point Pagdilao did nor disclose how many cases 

the Phippines led the philip- milion, marking te st opportu- raised over an afternoon snack Friday. Now six weeks into her posting, the ervoy along with saw the suspected killers actually convicted 
pines from 1966-1986, allegedly nity for victims of human rights officials of the US Embassy, visited the PDI main office in Makati and met with the paper’s and sentenced to a prison term. 


took itand had Roxas imprisoned. GOLDEN/AM executives and editors. เฉ PNPSAYSI AG 
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8 RP sailors missing off S. Africa 


. the Philippines, the InterOrient Mar- 18 ofthe il 5 
JOHANNESBURG—RESCUE WORKERS ARE IN- RN ก ร ร ชา รา ชุ ท ธ์ ครา HG a Pa 
creasingly worried about the fate of 26 missing  ceworteAlexandreshadbeenes- secondinco Ae e 


seamen—18 of them Filipinos—whose ship sank tabished so that families of the miss- chanics, according to the Greek mer- Territory ISSUE 


den ing could be updated. da 5 
off South Africa's southeast coast more than 30 OR a file 


hours ago, according to a search coordinator fing fom soe bea bs and Ovens Pnpoymen ME | SANA gs Gov 4 1 . M. T TL F 


“We continued our search oper- a: Pepe ‘that six Fil- tracing the attention of search par- ers Welfare Administration (OWWA) 
ation through the night but unfor- ipino seafarers had been rescued ties. to coordinate the necessary efforts to D 
tunately we have found nothing,” and were in safe condition. "They have been in the water for assist the seafarers and their families. ea ce la AY 1n Ki tk 
said Maritime Search and Rescue He named the six as Allan O. 33 hours by now,” Botes said early He also asked OWWA to facili- 
chief Andre Botes yesterday. Omol, 4th engineer; Aljess E Miran- on Friday moming. “They are get- tate the provision of suitable wel- 

"The search will continue da, bosun; Lee M. Alemania, deck- ting into a situation where they fare assistance to the sailors. KUALA LUMPUR—THE PHILIP- solving the issue on territory. 
throughout the day with ships boy: Elier B. Paulino, deckboy; won't even be able to attract theat- Under OWWA rules, documented | pine government and Musim Despite the failure of both 
Gnd an air force C-130 Hercules Reantonio L. Vergara, deck cadet; tention ofthose looking for them." overseas Filipino workers are enti- | rebels ended informal peace sides to reach an agreement, 
Bue ire worried about their and Shere R. Montano, engine boy, The bulk camier which had a ted to a life insurance of P100,000, | talks in Malaysia on Thursday Kabalu said there were signifi- 
safety and weather conditionsare were all crewmembers of the bulk gross tonnage of 91,000, sent out aan accident insurance of P200,000, | without resolving the stubbom cant gains in the talks on the is- 
deteriorating,” he said. carrier “MV Alexandros T” distress signal on Wednesday after- disability pay and other benefits as | issue of territory and jurisdiction sue of ancestral domain. 

The Alexandros T, sailing from The other sailor rescued comes noon saying it was taking in water. It. OWWA members. over Muslim land. "tes a fruitful talk and it would 
Bra China with load of iron from Romania, said Dimitri Yan- sank a few hours later in stormy “We shall ensure that the six | Butat the end of three days eventually lead to the resolution 
ore, “broke up and sank on nakakis, the deputy head of mission seas rescued seamen are repatriated | oftalks aimed at ending néarly ofthe issue,” he said 
Wednesday night in heavy seas at the Greek embassy in Pretoria. The majority of the crew on the safely as soon as possible to the | 40 years of conflict, the two Kabalu said the three-day dis- 
Sonie 300 nautical miles off the But 26 members of the crew, vessel, which was operated by a Philippines even as we coordi- | sides cited progress on issues cussions held in the Malaysian 
Msten port cityof Port Elizabeth. including four Greek citizens who Greek company and registered in St ate efforts to monitor the con- | such as the sharing of natural capital were frank, cordial and 

Sere of the bulk carriers 33 abandoned ship wearing lifejack- Vincent and Grenadines, is believed tinuing search operations for the | resources and governance in showed the intention of both 
crew members were rescued on ets, were still missing on Friday. to be from the Philippines. The missingothers,” Imsonsaid. AFR | the Muslim homeland on the sides to resolve the issue, which is 
Wednesday and Thursday. Department of Foreign Afis Philipines is the world’s biggest with a report from Jerome An- | southernisland of Mindanao. considered the remaining major 

In Manila, acting Labor Secre- spokesperson Guilberto Asuque said a supplier of merchant seafarers. ing and Alda Franz C. Quodala “t achieved significant obstacle to peace between the 
tary Manuel Imson confirmed in hotlinetotheships manning agentsin Manila confirmed yesterday that (trainee). progress .. with the exception of government and the MILE 

A territorial delimitation, which was “It advanced the gains already 


E A highly technical in nature and re- made on the issue of the ancestral 
5 suspected NPAs presented in court, charged | Scie: m 
ernment negotiators and the Mo- Under the 2001 Tripoli Agree- 
By Marlon Ramos and Michael Masayes. May2. were allegedly involved in the เร aa ment, se gate sare a 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau It was the first time they were But he said no preliminary in- plot to grab power and topple pedan pinerang rg ม น n M 
brought out of detention since vestigation was conducted after the Arroyo administration last | jn. was le mga น KO sd Parak du 
TAGAYTAY CITY—AFTER BEING they were presented tothe media the accused refused to sign a May. Jebel whil pad karan : Maile eee seater ih imd 
held incommunicado for almosta in Camp Crame on Monday. waiver that would have given Chief Supt. Prospero Noble, i abra Na See ale ล a pe 
week, five suspected members of The accused arrived in hand- them a chance to present their Calabarzon police director, said ae kawan Mabie. se ร eiiis cust 
the New Peoples Army (NPA) cuffs in separate vehicles es- counter-affidavits within 15 the five will be transferred to ก LEM bal sucus Told d motn 
were finally presented in court corted by a composite police days. Camp Crame. wid E M ince ngaa m deed 
yesterday and charged with re. team ofthe Calabarzon region- Militant groups Bagong Meanwhile, the families of the |. “5 Eye md e EO SA eit mm 
bellion for allegedly planning to al police office in Camp Vi- Alyansang Makabayan (Bayan) five, now referred to as the Tagay- | แว แจ้ ต เป ล ก ให the embanan ah kawak ร ชา นะ ไร บ ต ร ร ณี ต ๆ d 
sow terror during the Labor Day cente Lim. in Cavite and the Kalipunan ng  tay5, asked the government to al- = Ag ao ginny pap wig angge S 
celebration. Tagaytay assistant prosecutor mga Magsasaka sa Kabite (Ka- lowthemtoseetheirloved ones. | Placed under the pro Pi pani xd pim 
Charged with rebellion by the Ernesto Vida said the police filed magsasaka-Ka) accused the po- Inane-mailedstatementtothe | Eirecamoro entiy”™ ge bien ERE na 
police before the sala of Tagaytay an amended complaint to include lice and the military of concoct- Ixquiara, they said the five were naue ren zd simui an e deris i re 
City Regional Trial Court Judge another person whom he did not ingevidenceagainstthefive who, not arrested but abducted by po- | mirred they nee v ee das fi esr p e (res ini M 
Edwin Larida were Aristides identify they said, were ordinary peasant lice and military operatives on | that wonk ip lees Bm pes d X 
Sarmiento, Axel Alejandro Pin- Vida said the accused went leaders and civilians. April28. With Delfin T. Mallari 8 kaaa 
pin; Riel Custodio, Rico Ybafiez under inquest proceedings last The police said the accused Jr, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Allauthorized The BMW XTour featuring the BMW X3 with the M Aerodynamic Kit. 
A BMW Dealerships. What's behind a great drive? On the fairways, the right equipment, and on the highways, the right vehicle spells the difference. 
Until May 31, 2006. i Ka 
The BMW XTour offers the thrill of the drive with: 
๑ A0% Interest plan on the BMW X3 for a 50% downpayment, extended 24-month term. 


* Or the option of a BMW X3 fitted with high performance aerodynamic kits, loaded with a set of precision-based 


Mizuno golf clubs and an all-weather golf bag, at no added cost, 
‘Both options also avaliable on the BMWS. Per DT-NCR Permit No, 2153, Seres of 2006, 


“Chance to win a Mizuno golf set and a golf weekend for every BMW X5 or BMW X3 test drive. 
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Stocks post biggest gain in 5 years ' 


From page Al 


WIN 3385.40 215.36 
PRO 683.55 


ports that US pension fund Califor- hind other Asian markets. corporate performance and 
nia Public Employees Retirement “Philippine stocks have lagged more transparent stock market 
pered, the National Statistics OF System (CalPERS) had retained behind regional equity markets operations, will definitely fuel a 
fice (NSO) said. the Philippines in its list of permis- over the past year. Foreign funds further surge in stock prices,” he 
“Its a confluence of several sible investment destinations. have been underweight but with added. “I believe we have the 
factors. Basically its a matter of CalPERS, which is acnowi- the improving macroeconomic beginnings here of a bull run, 
people looking at equities again edged as the biggest US pension fundamentals investors are also provided, of course, that we 
POP IN attractive investment” fund, earlier commissioned positioning ahead of quarterly maintain all these factors con- 
Plana said. Wilshire Associates, one of the earnings reports,” Garcia said. — -duciveto business.” 
Economic Planning Secretary world’s leading consulting and Francis Lim, president and A total of 3.04 billion shares 
Romulo Neri said that investor management firms, to review and chief executive officer of the worth P4.38 billion were traded 
sentiment was also boosted by guide the pension funds flow ofin- Philippine Stock Exchange, said yesterday. 
expectations that the economy, as vestments to 27 emerging markets. the dramatic rise in stock prices, ^ The broader allshares index 
gaged by the gross domestic Initslatest review, Wilshire as- especially during the last four ended up 4497 points at 
Product, would grow by more signed to the Philippines an aver- trading days, reaffirms investors’ 1,516.72. 
Gian 5 5 percent in the first quar- age score of “2.13, or 0.13 ofa confidence on the Philippine Gainers led declines 59 to 42, 
ter of the year because of im- percentage point higher than the economy. with 50 stocks unchanged. 
proved performance of the agri- “2” threshold rating that Wilshire “The economic reforms that Bank of the Philippine Islands 
Püure «ctor The 2005 fus. gaveto the Philippines last year. the government is putting in wasthetop-traded stock, up P4 to 
Quarter growth was 4.6 percent. With the score, the Philippines place, along with reforms thatwe P68.50. Its affiliate Ayala Land 
Deses said the market was al- moved up to 14th in ranking at the PSE are implementing, closed P1.50 higher at P14.75. 
so buoyed by the decision of the among the 27 emerging markets have started to bear fruit," Lim Their parent Ayala Corp. rose 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas on included in the Wilshire study. declared. P27.50 to P430. 
Thursday not to raise its The Philippines ranked 18th in Lim believes favorable devel- — Philippine Long Distance Tele. 
overnight interest rates. the previous study as the country opmentsinthepoliticalfrontlike phone hit a fresh record closing- 
The fact that the central bank barely made it to the threshold the peaceful holding of Labor Day high, adding P6S at P2,125. 
did not move overnight interest mark. celebrations, have convinced in. San Miguel A shares, open to 
fatesinthelr policy meeting yester. Paul Joseph Garcia, chiefinvest- vestors of the country's political local investors, were up 50 cen. 
day may have helped,” said Plana. ment officer at ING Investment sobriety. tavos at P64.50 while San Miguel 
Ba Diana said the market, now ata Management, said foreign inflows “Our show of political maturi- B shares, available to foreign and 
STOCK MARKET hitsfive year high following yesterday's big gain... freshsevenyearhigh mayhaveal- surged back into equity makeis OB, combined with sound eco- local investors, gained P2 to P84. 
is. so gotten a boost from media re- since Philippine stocks lagged be. nomic fundamentals, strong With AFP Reuters reports 


Tai Tambakba ang kailangang memorize niya? | ‘Golden Buddha” heirs 
suffer setback in US suit 
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based lead attorney for the class. 


Victory is sweet. 

The lawyer for Roxas? heirs, Dan Cathcart 
of Los Angeles, said he was considering an ap- 
peal. 

"This is sweet victory for Filipino victims of 
human rights abuses," Swift said. "We struggled 
with scant resources for years to overcome 
many legal obstacles" 

The Philippine government claimed the 
money belonged to its treasury, but the court 
said it had no legal right to the account. 

Human rights advocate Marie Hilao-En- 
riquez said the US court's award was a wel- 
come development. 

Enriquez, however, said that before the 
claimants could rejoice, the Philippine govem- 
ment should fust distribute their share of the 
Marcos wealth placed in the national treasury. 


Is money gone? 

“Why are they dilly-dallying its distribution 
among the claimants?” Enriquez told the In- 
อ ู บ เต ชน "Many are saying that the money is al- 
ready gone as a result of the fertilizer fund 
seam,” she added, referring to the alleged 
fraudulent allocation of P728 million suppos- 
edly for farm inputs in 2004. 

Rod Domingo, counsel for the victims, said 
he and Swift planned to file a motion for the. 
court to order the immediate distribution of 
the award to the victims. 

He said the chief obstacle to the recovery of 
the Merrill Lynch money was the Philippine 
government itself which laid claim to it but, 
according to Domingo, did not offer any proof 
of ownership. 


Government blamed 

The government's claim, Domingo said, de- 
layed litigation of the case for many years. 

“Despite lack of evidence to support its 
claim, the government repeatedly sought to 
prevent a US court from adjudicating the 
case. It is sad that the Philippine government 
delayed this litigation for so many years with 
outrageous claims that the US court ultimate- 
ly found had no merit," Domingo said. 

A $200-million package promised by the 
Arroyo administration in the form of a bill to 
compensate the human rights victims is still 
pending at the House of Representatives. 
Reuters, AP with reports from Norman Bor- 
dadora, Alcuin Papa 


| ders of then President Ferdinand Marcos raid- 
ed the house of treasure hunter Rogelio Rox- ;| 
asin Baguio City and seized the so-called — ' 
Golden Buddha, a statue believed to be part of | 
the war loot of Japanese Gen. Tomoyuki Ya- 
mashita. Roxas purportedly found the statue 
ina tunnel near Baguio General Hospital In 
late December 1970. 


‘Detachable head’ 
Court records showed the armed men had 
search warrant issued by Judge Pio Marcos, 
| an uncle of the late President. 

Anational furor erupted over the seizure 
and a statue of Buddha was turned over to the 
regional trial court in Baguio. Roxas, however, 
believed that this was a different Buddha, as- | 
serting that the three-foot high Buddha he 
found had a detachable head and a hollow tor- 
so, and was filled with gems. 

‘The case soon pitted family against family, 
Roxas" brother Jose claimed there was no 
Golden Buddha. Roxas’ sons, Henry and Ger- 
vic, maintained there existed such statue, 
adding the Buddha in court custody was a 
fake. 


No Golden Buddha? 
|, In May 1996, Judge Antonio Reyes ruled 
that there was no Golden Buddha and or- 
dered the release of the statue in court cus- 
tody to sons Henry and Gervic and brother 
dose. 

The statue remains at the Justice Hall in 
Baguio because the feud among the three has 
not been settled. 

In July 1996, a Hawaii jury awarded $22 
billion in damages to Golden Buddha 
Corp., an Atlanta-based group of in- 3 
| vestors, over the loss of the Buddha stat- 
ue. Roxas had turned his claim over tothe 4 
corporation so that the fight to win back 
the Golden Buddha would continue even 
| after his death. 


| Legal fight goes on 
| Roxas died in Parafiaque in May 1993. 

In November 1998, the Hawail Supreme 
Court reversed tha 1996 judgment, ruling that 
| the evidence was too speculative to support 
1 Roxas' claim. 

The Roxas helrs have continued to pursue 
thelr legal claim abroad, clinging to hopes 
that the ate treasure hunters damage sut 
against the Marcos estate will be resolved. 

Kate Pedroso, PDI Research 


Hunger level among Pinoys ... 


From page Al 


country hit an all-time high of 16.9 percent in. 
March 2006. 

‘The figure surpassed the previous peak of 
16.7 percent recorded in December 2005. 
Hunger has been on the rise since the erid of 
2003. 

The number of Filipinos going hungry de- 
clined from 16.1 percent in March 2001 to the 
record-low of 5.1 percent in September 2003. 
‘Then the hunger pangs started to increase. 

‘Meanwhile, almost 700,000 families or 4.2 
percent, reported experiencing severe hunger 
— defined in the survey as going hungry often 
or always— in the past three months. 

Moderate hunger—defined as experienc- 
ing hunger once or a few times in the last 
three months—was at 12,7 percent translat- 
ing to roughly 2.1 million families. 

Hunger was highest in Mindanao at 21 per- 
cent, Visayas registered 16 percent, while 
hunger in the rest of Luzon was at 14.7 per- 
cent. 

Metro Manila was ravenous at 18.3 per- 
cent. It had reached a record-low of 3.4 per- 
cent in March 2004, but then people started 


getting famished in the second half of 2004 
and then posting a record 21 percent in De- 
cember 2005. 

The SWS Survey also surveyed the public's 
awareness and personal experience with Tin- 
dahan Natin. Some 7 million households or 42 
percent said they were aware of the project. 

Tindahan Natin provides cheap, good qual- 
ity rice and noodles through stores jointly 
identified and endorsed by the Department of 
Social Welfare and Development, Barangay 
Council, the National Food Authority and the 
City/Municipal Social Welfare and Develop- 
ment Offices. 

Meanwhile, about 1.5 million families or 9 
percent reported that Tindahan Natin stores 
Were present in their areas, while 4 percent or 
over 650,000 families reported having 
bought items from these stores. 

"The survey was conducted from March 8 to 
14 using face-to-face interviews of 1,200 
adults divided into random samples of 300 
each in Metro Manila, the rest of Luzon, 
Visayas and Mindanao, with sampling error 
margins of plus-minus 3 percent for national 
percentages and plus-minus 6 percent for 
area percentages. 
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NINTH BIGGEST BANK 


UnionBank to buy iBank for P13.5B 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE ABOITIZ GROUP'S UNION BANK 
of the Philippines is set to buy up to 100 
percent of International Exchange Bank 
for about P13.5 billion, a deal that 
would lead to a fresh merger and create 
the country's ninth biggest bank. 

UnionBank director and COO of par- 
ent conglomerate Aboitiz Equity Ven- 
tures Erramon Aboitiz told the INQUIRER 
last night that the bank signed yester- 
day afternoon a memorandum of 
agreement with the major shareholders 
of iBank to buy a controlling stake in 
the medium-sized bank. 

UBP also disclosed to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange last night that its board of. 
directors had approved the purchase of at 
least 67 percent up to 100 percent of 
Bankes voting shares at P42.50 per share. 


The purchase shall be implemented 
within 30 days and subject to regulato- 
ry and other pertinent approvals. 

The likely merger between the two 
medium-sized lenders would shore up 
'UBP' assets to about P168 billion and 
boost its ranking among the country’s 
biggest banks from 13th to 9th, edging 
out the Yuchengcos Rizal Commercial 
Banking Corp. 

Aboitiz said UBP had enough money 
to pay for the acquisition of iBank. 

"rhe shareholders of UnionBank will 
not shell out anything. UnionBank will 
buy from its own resources,” he said. 

He said that UnionBank saw a 
"tremendous" synergy with iBank in the 
retail business, branching and deposit 
generation. 

"We chose iBank because we think 
the combination is very good. It's very 
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strong in many areas, like as far as de- 
posit is concerned and their culture is 
compatible with ours. The strategy of 
retail accounts is similar to ours. We 
think its a well-run bank,” Aboitiz said. 

He added that UBP will make a ten- 
der offer to minority shareholders of 
iBank at the same price. 

TBank ranks 17th among the coun- 
try's biggest banks with assets of about 
P60 billion as against UnionBank’s 
P108 billion. iBank has about 75 
branches while UnionBank has 111 
branches. 

‘Among iBank' shareholders are JTKC 
Equities Inc. (25.82 percent); iVantage 
Corp. (17.22 percent); Razon Industries 
Inc. (16.48 percent), Greenhills Proper- 
ties Inc. (9.34 percent): and, Philippine 
Realty & Holdings Corp. (8.61 percent). 

Joseph Roxas, president of Eagle Eq- 


MME 


vities Inc, said it was a good deal for 
UnionBank, which effectively agreed to 
pay 1.8timesiBank's book value. 

"UnionBank already has a great trea- 
sury team. This gives them an opportu- 
nity to grow their commercial banking 
business," Roxas said. 

Although UnionBank is the bigger 
bank, iBanks loan portfolio is more 
than double at P28 billion versus the 
UBP's P11 billion. 

UnionBank, capitalized at P19 billion, 
earlier attempted to bid for the Philippine 
National Bank but its offer was matched 
by the group of tobacco magnate Lucio 
‘Tan which exercised its preemptive right 
as the existing dominant shareholder. 

As of end-2005, iBank's return on eq- 
wity stood at 12.20 percent while 
UnionBank’s ROE was at 14.69 percent 
during the same period. 
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to exclude them from the rebellion charges filed by the government. 


Grand the resolution granting the motion to 

Strike it out ... The court has no jurisdiction 

Soler them, never had jurisdiction over them, 
so the court has no authority to make any pro- 
nouncements over their detention or their 
choice to seek protective custody.” 

Upon the advice of their lawyers, the 
Batasan 5 chose to stay in the House for a few 
more days, or even weeks, to give themselves 
time to untangle the legal mess. 

“You cannot imprison an idea, you cannot 
imprison a movement,” declared Mariano, 
who is also national chair of the militant Kilu- 
sang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas. 

He said it was only right that the rebellion. 
case filed against them on April 21 be junked, 
"because it was nothing but junk." 


Motion to reconsider 

Delorino had ruled against the DOJ motion 
seeking to include the Batasan 5, ex-Sen. Gre- 
gorio "Gringo" Honasan and 40 others in an 
earlier rebellion case where only two stood as 
the accused. 

Honasan, an ex-Army colonel who was in- 
volved in several bloody coup attempts in the 
19805, is in hiding. 

In a 20-page resolution, Delorino ruled that 
the amended criminal information was in fact 
new, and thus could not supplant the original 
case where only Anakpawis Rep. Crispin Beltran 
and Ist Lt. Lawrence San Juan were charged. 

The resolution retained the original infor- 
mation against Beltran, who is detained at 
Camp Crame, and San Juan, a recaptured 
member of the Oakwood mutineers. 

Yesterday, Senior State Prosecutor Em- 
manuel Velasco said he would seek reconsid- 
eration of Delorino’s resolution as well as her 
inhibition from the case. 

"We will file a motion for reconsideration. 
The decision of the judge is not an acquittal 
{of the accused] ... and it's not final and ex- 
ecutory. We honestly believe the judge erro- 
neously ruled over the case, with due respect 
to her? Velasco said. 

1f Delorino decides to inhibit, a new judge 
will handle the DOJ appeal, he said 

Delorino herself said she would act on any 
motion the DOJ would make regarding her 
resolution. "Ies the prosecution's preroga- 
tive,” she said. 

Velasco said the motion was on its way to 
Delorino's court yesterday afternoon. But it 
had yet to be filed when the court office 
closedat5 p.m. 


Police undeterred 

De los Santos said the PNP-CIDG was not 
deterred by the court's decision because the 
arrest order was based on a DOJ resolution 
approving the filing of rebellion charges 
against the Batasan 5. 

Neither did the Supreme Court's Wednes- 
day ruling on Presidential Proclamation No. 
1017, which pronounced unconstitutional 
the arrest of protesters, the dispersal of rallies 
and the raid on the Daily Tribune office, have 
a bearing on the rebellion case, he said. 

"We will act on the standing order of the 
DOJ,” he said, “They will be arrested.” 

‘According to De los Santos, police do not 
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STILLAT THE BATASAN, members of the Batasan 5 confer with their lawyer, Romeo Capulong, on their next move following a court decision 
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BATASAN SIXTH: Rep. Teddy Casifio plays with his son Elian during a break in their closed- 


door meeting. 


need a warrant to arrest the Batasan 5 be- 
cause they are accused of rebellion, which has 
been considered a continuing crime since the 
communist insurgency began in 1968. 

De los Santos suggested that the DOJ file 
new information before the court. 

*] can’t dictate on the DOJ but as far as 
we're concerned, there's a valid basis for (the 
five lawmakers arrest, unless the court or- 
ders their release,” he said. 

"The Batasan 5 have asked the Supreme Court 
fora restraining order on the PNP and the DOJ. 
But the tribunal has yet to act on the petition. 

“In the meantime, the DOJ is not prevented 
to act. Its resolution stands,” De los Santos said. 


*Misconception" 

The Batasan 5 have been taking refuge at 
the House since Feb. 27, after the DOJ linked 
them to the alleged Left-Right plot to over- 
throw President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

The supposed conspiracy prompted Ms Ar- 
royo to declare a weeklong state of emergen- 
cy on Feb. 24. 

Asked to comment on reports that her reso- 
lution was tantamount to ordering the release 
of the Batasan 5, Delorino said: "That's a mis- 
conception. Why don't you ask them what's 
keeping them there?" 

She added: “I did not make any ruling as to 
their current situation. I cannot speak for 
them. They're there; | don’t care why they are 
there. I have nothing to do with it. The case 
here has nothing to do with it.” 

But House Majority Leader Prospero No- 
grales, who is on vacation in the United States, 
sent a Statement saying Delorino's resolution 
had effectively trashed the rebellion case. 

He said that the Batasan 5 "should now be 
freed without threat of being arrested,” and that 
the resolution "liberate[d] the House leadership 
from taking responsibility” over them. 

“Protective custody has legally ended with 
the dismissal of the cases, and they ought to 
be free to go,” Nograles said, adding that it 
‘would be “a relief to the House leadership to 
grant the five lawmakers their freedom.” 
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Ina text message sent shortly after Delori- 
no issued her resolution, the Batasan 5 and 
Beltran said: “We have won the first round of 
this legal battle. Clearly, there is no case 
against us and an injustice has been done. We 
have yet to meet and decide our next moves. 

Having all the legal and moral basis to get out 
of this confinement, we will surely take defi- 
nite steps in pursuing our freedom." 


“Not now" 

Ata hastily called press conference yester- 
day, Maza said: "When are we coming out? Of 
course we're coming out, but not now.” 

She assured reporters that she and her col- 
leagues would not leave the House on the sly and 
would in fact “announce it to the whole world." 

Ocampo decried the deployment of an ad- 
ditional police contingent and the imposition. 
of stricter security measures at the House 
starting Thursday night. 

“That will not happen,” he said in denying 
a planned escape. “We will not give [the au- 
thorities] that benefit.” 

According to Ocampo, the Arroyo adminis- 
tration was saddled with “many setbacks" and 
was badly in need of a whipping boy. 

[It] might vent on us its ire and frustration 
over the three recent adverse rulings by the 
‘Supreme Court” on Executive Order No. 464, 
Presidential Proclamation No. 1017, and the 
calibrated preemptive response policy, he said. 

‘Ocampo said the decision of the Batasan 5 
to stay in the House was the most prudent 
move at this point given the administration's 
“consistency in disrespecting laws.” 

Mariano cited a “Proclamation 1017 men- 
tality” that allowed authorities to use “iron- 
fist and even fascist machinations to trifle 
with our legitimate rights as individuals and 
representatives of our constituents.” 

"The militant lawmakers said they would 
closely study the steps to be taken by the DOJ, 
lest they be used as “pawns in a political game 
where the rule of law does not exist.” 

"We need a short time to study when is the 
right time to go out,” Ocampo said. 


Pacquiao in for new fight, throws hat into political ring 


From page Al 

Pacman's scheduled fight with 
Mexico's Oscar Larios in July. 
Pacquiao has hinted that he may 
try his hand in polities in next 
year's local elections. 


Contrary to rumors, the 
World Boxing Council super 
featherweight champion said he 
"would not be running against 
City Mayor Pedro Acharon Jr. 

Acharon is Pacquiao's close 
friend. 

“Mayor Acharon still has one 


Jinky, 


said. 


term. I respect him a lot so I will 
run in Kiamba first,” he told re- 
porters here on Wednesday. 
Kiamba, which is in nearby 
Sarangani 
hometown of Pacquiao's wife, 


"T have been helping people. 1 
want to serve and | want to 
serve more,” the boxing champ 


But when reporters pressed 
him to confirm his intention to 
run for mayor in Kiamba, Pac- 


yer declaring." 
province, is the 


Ble 
voter in the town. 


kilometers from here. 


quiao smiled and said: “Tam not 


Romy Neri, a close aide of 
Pacquiao, confirmed to the IN- 
Quine that last April, the Fil- 
ipino ring idol went to the Kiam- 
ba municipal Commission on 

ns office to register as a 


He said the boxing sensation 
also purchased a property in Ki- 
amba, which is more or less 90 


Political observers here said 


Pacquiao could prove to be a 
strong contender with his mon- 
ey, popularity and charisma. 

Neri said it was incumbent 
Mayor Danny Martinez of Kiam- 
ba who convinced Pacquiao to 
runfor mayor. 

He said under the plan, Mar- 
tinez, who is on his last term as 
chief executive, would be Pac- 
quiao's running mate. 

"It was mayor Martinez who 
planned the whole thing," Neri 
said. 


Gringo still has 
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influence-Senga 


ZAMBOANGA CITY--GREGORIO 
"Gringo" Honasan can still man- 
age to influence soldiers and offi 
cers into joining a plot to oust 
President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. 
Generoso Senga said on Thursday. 
“He still has this level of influ- 
ence," Senga said, but added that 
any attempt by Honasan would fail 
because of the efforts of the AFP hi- 
erarchy to counter any such plot. 
Among these efforts is the dia- 
logue being conducted with sol- 
diers on the ground, Senga said. 
“We know that many of our 
colleagues in the military have al- 
ready been enlightened,” he said. 
Senga visited Zamboanga in 
time for the anniversary celebra- 
tion ofthe Southern Command. 


He also went to Sulu and per- 
sonally listened to the soldiers’ 
sentiments. 

But despite his confidence that 
any overthrow conspiracy involving 
the military would fail, Senga said 
the government continued to pursue 
coup plotters including Honasan. 

Senga said the police and mili- 
tary had fielded agents to track 
down and arrest the fugitive for- 
mer senator. 

He said that contrary to earlier 
reports, Honasan was not in Min- 
danao. 

Reports had claimed that 
Honasan was sighted in certain 
parts of Mindanao and was being 
protected by military officers. 

Julie S. Alipala, PDI Mindanao 
Bureau 


PNP says most ... 


From page Al 

In Malacafiang, Press Secre- 
tary Ignacio Bunye said most of 
the killings were motivated by 
things other than the suppression 
ofthe freedom of the press. 

“We wish to allay fears that 
these cases are in any way related 
to the issue of press freedom, 
which has not in the least been di- 
minished in the Philippines,” 
Bunye said ina statement. 

Hedid notelaborate, but he was 
apparently referring to the failure 
of prosecutors to link the deaths of 
the journalists to their trade, 

Bunye said the President had 
formed a special task force to ad- 
dress the issue. 

“We believe the task force has 
been working competently to solve 
the other cases in cooperation with 
the victims’ relatives and other me- 
dia groups," he said. 


Culture of impunity 

‘The PNP released its statistics, 
which vary slightly from other gov- 
emment figures, to refute reports 
that a “culture of impunity” in the 
kiling of Filipino journalists was in 
existence. 

Earlier, the Paris-based Reporters 
Sans Frontieres (Reporters Without 
Borders) branded the Philippines as 
the second most dangerous country 
in the world for joumalists after 
Iraq. 

Ttexpressed dismay at the lack of 
arrests, which it attributed to gov- 
emment tolerance of and indiffer- 
ence to the killings, and noted that 
most of the suspects were powerful 
politicians, and police and military 
personnel. 

The New York-based Committee 
to Protect Journalists also gave the 
same dubious recognition to the 
Philippines in 2005. 

‘On Wednesday, US Sen. Richard 
Lugar (Republican), chair of the US 
Senate committee on foreign rela- 
tions which investigated cases of vi- 
lence against the media, called on 
Ms Arroyo to “thoroughly investi 
gate and prosecute attacks on jour- 
nalis." 

But Pagdilao said, quoting PNP 
Director General Arturo Lomibao: 
"The PNP strongly denies reports on 
the alleged existence of a culture of 
impunity in the kiling of journalists 
in the counay, thus making the 
Philippines the second most dan- 
gerous place for journalism. 

“Reports on the alleged curail- 
ment of press freedom through me- 
dia killings in the country are un- 
founded ... The police has been hot 
on the tral of those responsible 


‘Instances’ 

Like Bunye, the PNP pointed out 
that according toits records, a num- 
ber of reported media killings were 
not related to the vicims work as 
journalists. 

Of the 40 recorded victims since 
2001, police found that 12 were 
killed for their other activities. 

‘There are “instances,” the PNP 
said, where the victim was killed for 
getting involved in ilegal drugs or 
illegal gambling, or where the vic- 
tim was killed after being implicat- 
ed in a robbery incident or in land 
disputes or extortion, 

in one case, a journalist was 
killed for selling a defective paltik or 
improvised revolver, the PNP said. 

‘Another murder involved a case 


was reportedly killed after having 
rinks with friends. In yet another 
case, the journalist was killed after 
being robbed inside a passenger 
bus. 

The PNB however, acknowl- 
edged an “obvious patter” in the 
killings, noting that almost all of the 
‘murdered journalists were based in 


the provinces and worked in small 
media outfits. 


“Window-dressing 

But Senate Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr cautioned 
Malacafiang against “window- 
dressing" its report on police action 
on the media murders. 

He prossed the administration to 
be “transparent” and “truthful” 
about its steps to solve the killings, 
pointing out that claims of the high- 
solution rate of such crimes had 
been belied by reports of media or- 
ganizations. 

"Thecontinuing murder of news- 
men bespeaks the weak national 
leadership, ineffective government 
and corrupt law enforcement agen- 
cies,” Pimentel said in a statement. 

“President Arroyo has lost the 
‘moral compass needed to lead the 
nation, She must now resign so that 
snap election can follow,” he said. 

‘The senator pointed out that the 
conflicting reports of law enforce- 
ment authorities and the National 
Union of Journalists of the Philip- 
pines on the solution of the killings 
showed that the administration was 
not being “forthright about its han- 
dling of these cases." 

‘According to the NUJP only three 
of the 41 cases of murder reported 
since Ms Arroyo became President 
in January 2001 had been solved. 

Pimentel said the spate of killings 
also indicated the administration's 
low regard for freedom of the press. 

“This unflattering tag has 
brought extreme shame to the 
Philippines before the international 
community, costing us dearly in 
terms of further scaring foreign in- 
vestors and tourists,” he said, refer- 
ring to the statement of the Re- 
porters Without Borders. 


Free flow of info 

Lugar raised the importance of 
the free flow of information in a 
democracy, which, he said, “de- 
pend[ed] on a press free to do its 
work without government intimi- 
dation. 

In his statement, Bunye assured 
Lugar that the Arroyo administra- 
tion had taken decisive action re- 
garding the media murders. 

“Fifteen of the 30 cases cited by 
the senator have been solved and 
cases have been filed in courts to 
punish the perpetrators,” Bunye 
said. 

Malacafiang apparently at- 
tributes to misinformation the US 
Senate's concern over the increas- 
ing number of journalist killings in 
the Philippines. 

“President Arroyo has instructed 
the Department of Foreign Affairs to 
work closely with the law enforce- 
ment authorities and convey the 
proper brief on this matter to con- 
cerned partes," Bunye said, 


Magna Carta 

Sen. Jinggoy Estrada yesterday 
pressed his colleague, Sen. Ramon 
Revilla Jr, to start public hearings 
on the proposed Magna Cama for 
Joumalists. 

Estrada, who had filed a bil 
seeking the formulation of the doc- 
ument, said the time was ripe for 
the passage of such legislation “to 
protect practicing journalists.” 

“Journalists are the watchdogs of 
society whose duty is to expose cor- 
ruption and abuses in the govem- 
ment and the private sector, and the 
duty of Congress is to protect the 
guardians of truth,” he said in a 
statement. 

‘The Magna Carta proposed by 
Estrada seeks to provide media prac- 
ionem protection from violence 
and harassment as well as guarantee 
more benefis to their families, 

Revilla chairs the committee on 
public information and mass media. 

With a report from TJ Burgonio 
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E. 
RP conquers leprosy but disease stigma remains, says WHO 


ganization!s goodwill ambassador 
for leprosy elimination. 
Persons with leprosy were proba- 


By Christian V. Esguerra cured,” he said through an inter- 


tional programs of the Sasakawa 
preter in a press conference 


Memorial Health Foundation, 
told the Inquinen. 

Sasakawa complained that peo- 
pie sill considered jeprosy as heredi 
tary, or some kind of "divine punish- 
ment,” and highly communicable. 

Although the disease was in- 
deed communicable, he ex- 
plained that the bacteria was too 


The global yardstick pre- 
scribed by the WHO for the elimi- 
marking the 100th anniversary of nation of leprosy is less than one 
bly even more saddled by-unfair Culion Island, the country's fore- for every 10,000 persons. 
public perception than those with most facility for leprosy. The 049 Philippine rate 
HIV/AIDS, Sasakawa said. Sasakawa, ล ง recorded by the WHO was 

“[Once you contract] leprosy, pe A enun hof achieved as early as 1998 and 
you're abandoned by your family His tine, traveling around the falls below the target. 

ing patients with lep- rg 
and not allowed to return to your. > The Department of Health fig- 


even more promising. That year, 
there were 2,120 cases detected 
and 3,149 patients cured. 

From the medical point of 
view, leprosy is becoming a thing 
ofthe past. But the layman has an 
entirely different perspective. 

“Leprosy has been eliminated 
but not the social stigma," Kay Ya- 


THE PHILIPPINES HAS CON- 
quered leprosy but sadly, not the 
stigma of the disease. 

Despite alow prevalence rate of 
only 0.49, the disease—particu- 
larly how people view it—remains 


a: problem, according to Yohei Tosy and trying to correct miscon- 


Sasakawa, the World Health Or- 


Militant youths 
protest treatment 
of RP boy in Canada 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


SPOONS AND FORKS FROM THE DINING 
room found their way to the streets yesterday 
as they were lofted by a youth group protest- 
ing the “disciplining” of a young Filipino by 
school officials in Montreal for using a 
spoon—instead of a knife—during meals. 

Instead of clenched fists, some 20 members of 
militant group Akbayan Youth raised spoons and 
forks yesterday in a picket in front of the RCBC 
Plaza on Ayala Avenue in Makati City where the. 
Canadian Embassy maintained offices. 

“We want Canadian authorities to sanction 
school officials for committing racial discrimi- 
mation and disrespecting cultural diversity 
‘when they isolated a Filipino boy for using a 
spoon and fork," said the group's spokesper- 
son, MJ Bernardo. 

‘The Philippine Embassy in Canada recently 
reported that Maria Theresa Gallardo, the 
mother of a 7-year-old-boy studying in Rox- 
boro, complained to a local school board that 
he had been repeatedly scolded by school offi- 
cials for eating with a spoon, instead of a knife 
as they wanted him to, during meal times. 

She was also reportedly told that if her son 
“eats like a pig,” he had to sit in another table, 
DFA spokesperson Gilbert Asuque said, quot- 
ing from the report. 

Philippine Ambassador to Canada Jose 
Brillantes, in a statement on Thursday, said 
the embassy was working with outraged Fil- 
ipinos living in Montreal to pursue the case. 

“The embassy considers the alleged incident 
anaffrontto Filipino culture,” Brillantes said. 

Canadian Ambassador to the Philippines 
Peter Sutherland called it an "isolated inci- 
dent” that shouldn't hurt bilateral ties. With 
an AP report. 
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3rd Week of Easter 
Ist Reading: Acts 9:31-42 
Gospel: John 6:60-69 

Many of Jesus’ followers said, “This lan- 
guage is very hard! Who can accept it?” 

Jesus was aware:that his disciples were 
murmuring about this and so he said to them, 
“Does this offend you? Then how will you re- 
act when you see the Son of Man ascending to 
where he was before? It is the spirit that gives 
life; the flesh cannot help. The words that I 
have spoken to you are spirit and they are life. 
But among you there are some who do not 
believe.” 

From the beginning, Jesus knew who 
would betray him. So he added, "As I have 
told you, no one can come to me unless itis 
granted by the Father” 

Alter this many disciples withdrew and no 
longer followed him. Jesus asked the Twelve, 
"Will you also go away?" Peter answered him, 
"Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the 
words of eternal life. We now believe and 
know that you are the Holy One of God." 
Commentary 

The Church is at peace! Peter is making jour- 
neys, preaching and healing. Tabitha or Dor- 
cas, one of the believers who makes garments, 
dies in Joppa, and Peter (like Jesus) says to her: 
“Tabitha, stand up!" And she opens her eyes 
and stands up. Peter brings in the widows to 
show that she is alive and many come to believe 
upon hearing the story. Jesus gives his life in his 
body and blood, and the disciples find it hard to 
believe. Many drift and break away from Jesus 
because they cannot believe in the eucharist 
‘And we—do we believe that the Body and Blood 
of Christ gives us life? It is life that is meant to 
be shared and given for the sake of others 
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in an undated file photo, has pleaded guilty to four counts of espionage. 


GMA to drop by 
Macau for wedding 
on way to Saudi 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royo will make a surprise visit to- 
day to Asia's casino capital, 
Macau, before flying off tomor- 
row to the Kingdom of Saudi Ara- 
bia fora four-day state visit. 

The President is a principal 
sponsor in the wedding of Trade 
and Industry Undersecretary 
Carissa Vera-Cruz and business- 
man Juju Evangelista to be held 
this afternoon. 

Cruz is the daughter of Gina 
Vera Perez de Venecia from her 
frst marriage with construction 
magnate Philip Cruz. Evangelista 
is the owner of Toshiba Medical 
Equipment among other firms. 

The President also attended 
the couples civil wedding in 
Manila recently. 

First Gentleman Jose Miguel Ar- 
royo will accompany the President in 
her tip to Macau and Saudi Arabia. 

The President is set to visi 
Riyadh, Jeddah and Dammam to 
discuss the troubling oil situation 


with Saudi officials and seek the 
kingdom's support for the Philip- 
pines’ bid to obtain an observer 
status in the Organization of Is- 
lamic Conference. 

‘The President will hold talks 
with Saudi King Abdullah ben Ab- 
dulaziz Al-Saud which are ex- 
pected to lead to the expansion of 
trade ties and energy cooperation 
between the two countries. 

As customary during her trips 
abroad, Ms Arroyo will also touch 
base with the Filipino community 
in Saudi. 

Included in the President's dele- 
gation are Foreign Secretary Alber- 
to Romulo, Labor Secretary Patri- 
cia Sto. Tomas, Trade and Industry 
Secretary Peter Favila, Energy Sec- 
retary Raphael Lotilla, Sen. Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago, Rep. Alipio Cir- 
ilo Badelles, Lanao del Sur Rep. Be- 
masing Macarambon Jr, Lanao del 
Norte Rep. Abdullah Dimaporo, 
Autonomous Region in Muslim 
Mindanao Gov. Zaldy Ampatuan, 
and special envoy to Saudi Arabia 
Antonio Villamor. 
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PHIC Accredited Health Cure Provider” 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


“The West Visayas State University Medical Center (WVSUMC) through 
iis Bids and Awards Commitieo (BAC) invites bidders to apply for อ ติ ดะ นั 
and to bid for Supply, Delivery and Installation of One (1) lot of 
Radiologle/Diagnostic Equipment namely: 


a) Whole Body CT Scan System, Multi Slice 
5.) Ultrasound Machine, 4 probes wi 3D 

c.) Ultrasound Machine, 5 probes wi 4D. 

4) Conventional X-Ray Machine, 500 MA, 150KV 
2.) RIF X-Ray Machine, 800 MA, 150KV 


(1 sen 
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(t set) 
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on a lease-to-own scheme for a fixed term of five (5) years. 

A complete set of Bidding Documents may be purchased by Interested 
‘Bidders from WVSUMC Supply Olice and upon payment of nonrefundable 
fee inthe amount of Five Thousand Pesos Only (P5,000.00) o the West 
Visayas State University Madical Center Cashier. The Bidding Documents 
shall be received personally by the prospective Bidder or his authorizes 


representative. 


The schedule of BAC activities is as follows: 


BAC Activities 


‘Schedule 


Issuance of Bid Documents 


May 15-17, 2006 


Pre-bid Conference. 


May 18. 2006: 9 AM. Conference Room. 


‘Opening of Bids 


May 30: 2006; 9 AM. Conference Room 


“Submission of Bids shall be on May 30, 2006 not iater than 9:00 AM at 
WVSUMC. Conference Room, Ground Floor. The ebgbity requirements, 
{echnical and financial proposals will be opened immediately in the 
presence of Bidder's representatives who choose to atlend. 

All particulars relative to eliibity, bidding. and evaluation of bids and 
‘award of contract shall be governed by RA. 9184 and แร Implementing 


Rules and Regulations. 


WVSUMC reserves the right to reject any and all bids, declar a failure of 
bidding. or not to award the contract for any justifiable and reasonable 
‘ground where the award of the contract wil not redound to the benefit of 
fhe Govemment, and WVSUMC shall nol be Rabie whatsoever lo olisat 
‘expenses or losses the bidder may incur in the preparation of this bd. 


(E02) ANNA VICTORIA J, SOMBONG, M.D. 
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from Aragoncillo but said they did not deal 
With confidential matters. 

Aragoncillo's public defender, Chester 
M. Keller, said his client never intended to 
harm the United States and never received 
any money for his efforts. 

“It was his sole intention to help the peo- 
pleofthe Philippines," Keller sai 


Jail instead of death 

‘The most serious charge, conspiracy to 
transmit national defense information, can 
carry the death penalty. But under a plea 
agreement, Aragoncillo faces 15 to 20 
years in prison. Sentencing was scheduled 
for Aug. 14. 

US Attorney Christopher J. Christie said 
outside court that the government did not 
seek the death penalty because no physical 
harm resulted from the leaked informa- 
tion. 

However, Christie said: “It was informa- 
tion that had the potential to compromise 
US national security.” 

Aragoncillo, an ex-Marine and former 
FBI intelligence analyst, worked as a mili- 
tary aide to Vice Presidents Al Gore and 
Dick Cheney starting in 1999. After retir- 
ing from the Marines, he became a civilian. 
employee of the FBI, working at Fort Mon- 
mouth in central New Jersey. 


Estrada denial 

He was arrested in September, along 
with Michael Ray Aquino, a former Philip- 
pine police official who is accused of pass- 
ing information from Aragoncillo about 
Filipino leaders to current and former po- 
litical officials in the Philippines. 

Estrada last week denied suggestions by 
US prosecutors that he conspired with 
Aragoncillo to overthrow Ms Arroyo, 

‘Aquino, a Filipino living in New York, 
pleaded not guilty in October to an indict- 
ment charging him with conspiracy and 
acting as an unregistered foreign agent. 
His lawyer, Mark A. Berman, said Aquino 
did not know that the material he received 
from Aragoncillo was classified. 


By e-mail, fax and phone 

Under questioning by Assistant US Attor- 
ney Karl H. Buch, Aragoncillo admitted 
taking dozens of documents from White 
House and FBI computers and passing 
them by hand, e-mail, fax and telephone. 

One question asked if he knew that a 
document he took in February 2005 from 
an FBI computer contained "national de- 
fense information relating to terrorist 
threats to US military personnel in the 
Philippines.” 

Aswith all the questions, Aragoncillo an- 
swered, "Yes, sit.” 


Meeting at Malacariang 

He admitted in court to passing on docu- 
ments classified as top secret, secret and 
confidential that included information re- 
lating to terrorist threats against US gov- 
ernment interests and military personnel 
inthe Philippines. 

The US Department of Justice said Arag- 
oncillo also admitted he met the alleged 
co-conspirators at the Malacafiang Palace 
in January 2001. 

Prosecutors called his guilty admission a 
"plea agreement" but refused to say if he 
would testify against co-defendant 
Aquino. 

The case has caused a political scandal in 
the Philippines because the stolen docu- 
ments allegedly were used by opponents of 
Ms Arroyo to try to oust her. 


Four counts 

Prosecutors named Estrada, Lacson and 
Fuentebella as unindicted co-conspirators 
in the plot. 

Aragoncillo "took an oath to protect his 
country (as a Marine) and instead decided 
to betray his country" said Christie. “He 
took information that was very sensitive to 
our national security." 

Aragoncillo pleaded guilty to four 
counts. 

One charged him with conspiracy to 
transmit national defense information, the 
second with transmitting national defense 
information. 

The third charge was unlawful retention 
of national defense information and the 
fourth unlawful use of a government com- 
puter. 

Aragoncillo would face the death penal- 
ty if it was found the information he gave 
led to the death of an intelligence source. 
The justice department said that was "not 
present" in Aragoncillo's case. 

A department statement said Aragoncil- 
lo admitted that his espionage activity con- 
tinued during his time as an FBI analyst 

“Aragoncillo admitted that he regularly 
transferred to his Philippine contacts na- 
tional security documents classified as 'Se- 
ret,’ and that the information could be 
used to the injury of the United States or to 
the advantage of a foreign nation,” the 
statement said. 

The information was allegedly leaked 
between October 2000 and February 2002, 

“His betrayal is profound and a disser- 
vice to his country,” Christie said. 

‘The White House had no comment on 
the plea. AB Reuters, Agence 
France-Presse 
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"We will file rebellion charges against 
them if we can make a linkage between 
the admission (of Aragoncillo) and the 
plot to oust the President from office," 
Gonzalez said. 

Gonzalez disagreed with a statement by 
Presidential Chief of Staff Michael Defen- 
sor that politicians linked to the Aragoncil- 
lo case could be charged with treason, 
pointing out that treason “isa war crime." 

He said that Estrada, Lacson and the. 
others were “in trouble" if Aragoncillo 
indeed implicated them in the espionage 
operation. 

He said that if those named by Arag- 
oncillo were eventually indicted in the 
United States, it would be logical for the 
US authorities to seek their extradition. 


Won't oppose extradition 

“We will not object to their extradi- 
tion, We have to honor the Mutual Legal 
Assistance Treaty" he said. "But these 
people can certainly resist by resorting 
tolegal process by asking for evidence,” 

Defensor said it was important for the 
goverment to obtain documents and oth- 
er evidence used in the Aragoncillo case in 
the United States that would show con- 
spiracy with politicians in the Philippines. 

He said the government would await 
the final resolution of the Aragoncillo 
case before taking legal action against 
the conspirators. 

The objective of getting such documents 
and evidence was to find out what were the 
plans of the conspirators and when they in- 
tended to grab power, he said. 


US notices 

Last February, the US Embassy in 
Manila, through the Department of Jus- 
tice, notified former President Estrada 
and his son, San Juan Mayor Joseph Vi 
tor JV" Ejercito, that the US government 
had tapped their telephone conversa- 
tions and electronic communication 
during its investigation of Aragoncillo. 

The legal notices served on the 
Estradas stated that the US government 
intercepted their wire and/or electronic 
communications between Aug. 22 and 
Sept. 12, 2005. 

Lacson also got a legal notice from the 
US government last December but Lac- 
son said he was just informed that his e- 
mail account had been found in a laptop 
seized from Aquino. 

Estrada, in a phone talk with the In- 
quire, said the information that came 
from Aragoncillo was delivered to him 
by a common friend and stressed he did 
not ask for it. 


Others got same info 

He said the same information reached 
other people, including Defensor himself, 
Environment Secretary Angelo Reyes, 
National Security Adviser Norberto Gon- 
zales, and Sen. Aquilino Pimentel. 

Estrada said he met Aragoncillo dur- 
ing an official trip to the United States 
and they became friends. 

"There was no sensitive or classified 
information there. There was nothing 
there that others didn't know,” Estrada 
said in Filipino. 

Mayor Ejercito said he saw no reason 
to worry about Aragoncillo pleading 
guilty of passing classified information 
to politicians in the Philippines. 


No control 

“We were just recipients of e-mails. 
People can send me e-mails anytime. I 
cannot control that,” Ejercito said. 

He said the information e-mailed to 
him “could not even be considered clas- 
sified" and that it was “the same infor- 
mation we get from newspapers.” 

He said he was prepared for the ad- 
ministration using the issue against him 
and his family. 

“The administration grabs every op- 
portunity, They will always blame us (for 
all their problems), " Ejercito said. 

“1 feel sorry for him (Aragoncillo). His 
biggest crime is he still had concern for 
this country. He still loves this country," 
Ejercito added. 


Is US spying? 

House Minority Leader Francis Escud- 
ero cautioned the administration against 
filing rebellion charges against opposition 
members linked to the Aragoncillo case. 

Escudero said charging them would 
be premature unless it was shown that 
they actually received classified infor- 
mation from Aragoncillo and that this 
was damaging to the government. 

But then that would also imply that the 
US government was digging up dirt against 
the Arroyo administration, he added. 

“tt does not follow logic unless the US is 
plotting against our government. Are the 
Americans also plotting with the opposi- 
tion to oust the government?" he added. 

With reports from Christine O. Aven- 
daño, Nelson F Flores, Edson C. Tandoc 
Jr, Philip C. Tubeza and TJ Burgonio 
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Gonzalez admits SC rulings clipped GMA powers 


By Armand N. Nocum 


JUSTICE SECRETARY RAULGON- 
(Zalez admitted yesterday that the 
‘decision of the Supreme Court on 
the three controversial edicts of 
the President effectively clipped 
her powers to address future secu- 
rity and economic crises. 

With the court's ruling on Pres- 
idential Proclamation — No. 
1017—which places the country 
under a state of national emer- 


2008 DEADLINE 


gency—the President's power to 
take over vital industries had 
been rendered "inutile." 

"te definitely affected [Ms Ar- 
royo's power] to the point that it 
might become! inutile,” Gonzalez 
said of the court's ruling on Section 
17, Article XII of the Constitution, 
‘which grants the President the pow- 
erto take over public utilities. 

“If you follow the Supreme 
Court ruling, the President must 
always ask Congress for emer- 


how fast or how 


government had lost 


DAR fasttracks distribution 
of 600,000 has. under CARP 


By Blanche S. Rivera 


WITH BARELY TWO YEARS TO GO BEFORE 
the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Pro- 
gram expires in 2008, the Deparument of 
“Agrarian Reform has ordered its field officers 
nationwide to fasttrack the distribution of the 
remaining 600,000 hectares of lands identi- 
fied for CARP coverage. 


Deeds of the NOC to bar any other transactions. 
or annotations on the landholdings titles. 

The DAR has acquired and distributed 
some 3.6 million hectares of the target 4.2 
million hectares of private landholdings iden- 
tified for CARP. 

Between 400,000 to 600,000 hectares are 
left for distribution by 2008. This year, the 
target for coverage is 130,000, according to 


gency powers. But the question is 


Congress act,” he said. 

He said the government would 
definitely file a motion for recon- 
sideration and would ask the 
court to reverse its ruling. 

Gonzalez also denied that the 


He claimed that the court's ruling 
on Executive Order 464—which 
stopped Cabinet men from attend- 
ing congressional hearings with- 


out the President's say so—"was a 
draw.” The Palace also “won 100 
percent” in the case of the calibrat- 
ed preemptive response (CPR) 
policy, which the court declared as 
partly constitutional. 

‘Thus, he said it would be un- 
fair for people to call for the resig- 
nation or expect apologies from 
Cabinet men who had advised the 
President on the three measures. 

“I dont think we failed the 
President,” Gonzalez said, adding 


slow can 


three cases. 
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that the decision on the three 
edicts was reached by the Cabinet 
a5 a whole, with the President 
giving the final imprimatur. 

But in view of the court's deci- 
sions, he said the Palace is look- 
ing into the decisions to guide it 
inits future actions. 

"Malacafang is studying the 
implications of these because at 
the end of the day, you have to 
follow the decisions of the 


GONZALEZ: We will appeal 
Supreme Court,” Gonzalez said. 
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Ina memorandum issued to regional directors Nieto. 
and provincial agrarian reform officers (PAROS) The DAR, howev- 
on April 21, Agrarian Reform Undersecretary er, expects strong re 
Narciso Nieto Jr has ordered the issuance of no- sistance from the 
tices of coverage (NOC) on these lands. owners of the re- 
“Since you have already verified that certain maining  landhold- 
landholdings are coverable under CARP pro- ings, which are con- 
ceed with the issuance of NOC covering all sidered to be the 
Jands, regardless of whether or not they arein- most problematic. 
cluded in the current year’s target,” Nieto said. These lands are lo- 
Nieto said all private landholdings that have cated mostly in Ne- 
been validated as “coverable” under CARP would gros Occidental, Ne- 
be issued NOC even if the government can only gros Oriental, Que- 
start actual coverage of the lands after 2006. zon and Camarines 
‘The issuance of the NOC signals the begin: Sur. Landowners in 
ning of the official land acquisition and distri- these provinces have 
bution process, according to the DAR. asked the courts to 
Nieto, DAR field operations chief, also or- either defer or ex- 
dered the regional and provincial officers to empt their lands 
formally inform the concerned Register of from CARP coverage. 


Parents assail GMA 
for breaking vow 


DISAPPOINTED PLAN- 
holders of troubled pre- 
need firm Pacific Plans 
Inc. (PPD lashed out at 
President Macapagal- 
Arroyo for breaking her 
promise to help them. 

Philip Piccio, presi- 
dentof the Parents En- 
abling Parents C 
tion (PEP Coalition) 
said Arroyo might 
have only been paying 
"lip service” to over 1 
million affected stu- 
dens when she 
promised to divert P1 
billion from the Gov- 
emment Service Secu- 
rity Insurance System 
(GSIS) to help victims 
of filed pre-paid edu- 
cational plans. 

He said some 
150,000 students and 
planholders will not 


8-day candlelight vigil 
vs Cha-cha begins today 


MEMBERS OF A CIT- 
Izens’ group will start 
tonight an eight-day 
candlelight vigil out- 
side their homes to 
show opposition to 
Charter change and 
to press for electoral 
reforms. 
Those on the road 
are asked to turn on $ ละ ล Pe: 
their car blinkers ณั for the THafket value to rise; NOW that construction has reached the top, this is your 
from7 pm.to8 p.m., Tast chance to avail of the special vault & package prices. Be part of the ethereal grandeur 
aarte mathe Nis that is the Sanctarum. Invest in security and peace of mind for you and your family. 
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magiclip ๕ น ค - ค น 

i you want names, dates, numbers and other Important 

ilormaton remembered, the Magicip Cp-AI Is what 

You need, Sy sip paper io e CAN and e 
kd te paper N pace without the use of tapes, magnets, 

or paper clos. Wan its strong adhesive, you can stick 

BAGA your ta, on the walor oh your cabinet 
joor fr easy access. 
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magiclip paper Hopen 


if you want a gift item that's both functional 
and practical tne Magicip Paper Holder is 
the perfect choice. tis an aluminum device 
thal holds paper, posters and other 
presentation materials, neatly and 
Eonveniently, without ine uso of messy pins, 
lacks, tapes or magnets. ! also allows you 
to REMOVE CLUTTER FROM YOUR DESK 
because the Magichp can keep all reminders, 
notes, receipts and any paper document, 
handy, ready and visible. Magic is easy 10 
fix on any surface using ine supplied screws. 


magiclip 
COLLAPSIBLE ERSEL BOARD 


you are an instructor or an artist 
‘and you need 2 reliable support 
equipment thats good for indoor 
and outdoor, ine Magiclip 
Collapsible Easel Board is what 
you should have. It can hold inch- 
thek presentation materials and 
has retractable legs for easy 
positioning end transport 


HOME THEATER SEATS 


Available in 4, 3 and 2 seater configurations, each seat is fully 
reclinable and has its own drink holder and arm rests. Side 
seats are angled towards the center for viewing comfort. 
Upholstered in stain and dirt resistant Microtec fabric. 
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Ms Arroyo said “legal is- 
sues” had prevented the 
Palace from using GSIS 
money to help plan- 
holders. 

Last year, the Pres- 
ident promised to al- 
locate P1 billion to 
state universities and 
colleges so they 
could accommodate 
students with failed 
educational plans, 

But GSIS president 
Winston Garcia said 
government rules did 
hot allow the transfer 
Of GSIS fundstoany in- 
‘stitution without the 
consent of Congres 
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magiclip orner wiee 


If you're running a food business and 
your orders need to be organized for a 
fore efferent service, the Magickp Order 
Wheel is the movable pedestal for you. 
ik aiso comes in ceiling or wall mounts, 
bolted or cusiom-ength pedestals. The 
Order Wheel is handcrafted and finished 
In siwer anodized aluminum. 


magiclip necatoscore 


youre a medical practitioner and 
you need easy and extra-clear 
Viewing of r&y plaies, the Magicip 
Negatoscope is the one for you. ts 
intelligent lighting system enables 
the negatoscope to automatically 
shut-off when not in use. The 
Magiclip Negatoscope may be 
custom-made to meet your required 
dimensions. 
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With all these to choose from, what's your magic? Magiclip, a truly amazing Filipino invention! 


OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE: 
Wanito Board - Message Board - Memo Board “Copy Holder “Bulletin Board - Push Cart Paper Holder 


AND magiclip product phils., inc. 
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Remy 2 seater 


Visit our website and shop online: www finiturecollezione.com 
Alcuin. 


SUNSHINE SQUARE - 312 SHAW BLVD. 
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TEL NO: 718-2675 TO 78 

EMAIL: fincollezione@yahoo.com 


tional Action for Po- 
litical Renewal and 
Stability (Napras). 
The vigil ends on 
May 13 with a “Non- 
violent Candlelight 
Citizens’ Assembly” 
at the Quezon 
Memorial Circle from 
5pm.to8p.m. 
Participants are re- 
quested to come in 
white and bring can- 
dles, rosaries or other 
‘objects suitable to their 
faith, and trash bags. 
Napras is an inter. 
faith coalition made up 
of the Kapatiran sa 
Pangkalahatang Kabu- 
tihan, the Insitute for 
Studies in Asian 
Church and Culture 
and the National Coun- 
dil of Churches in the 
Philippines. 


The Largest 8 Grandest in Asia! 

> Largest columbarium complex 

(29 vigil chapels with luxurious family rooms 
d * State-of-the art crematoriu 
“service from well-trained professional staff 
taking s Universal Chapel & Buddhist Temple 
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Stay connected to more and more Filipinos abroad with SMART 3G INTERNATIONAL VIDEO CALL." 
with your loved ones in real time and share special moments together for the price of an IDD call. Ked 
more Filipinos in Japan, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore, Germany and more. And that’s just: 
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:the widest international coverage. 
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HOW TO MAKE AN INTERNATIONAL VIDEO CALL 


1. Dial + Country Code Mobile Code Party's Number p 
2. Choose "Video Call" in Calling Options 
Reminder: Person to ba called should have a 3G Phone and should be in a 3G area. SMART 
HOW TO MAKE A LOCAL VIDEO CALL 

1. Go to Phonebook and choose the person you wish to call 3 ง 

2. Choose "Video Call" in Calling Options The First. T he Wi dest. 


Local Video Call service Is free for a limited period only. 
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Public interest 


HERE THERE IS A CONFLICT BETWEEN PUBLIC 
Wes and private need, there should be no 
Y question as to which must prevail. But obviously, 
even to a congressman like Edcel Lagman of Albay, this 
bdSi¢principle of public governance is not clear. He insists 
thát'a 58-hectare housing project located inside the 
2,700-hectare La Mesa watershed should be allowed to 
ina proceed for the benefit of 1,411 em- 
EDITORIAL ployees of the National Waterworks and 
Sewerage Administration (Nawasa)-- 
nofi the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System 
(MWSS)—and their families. 

The families were awarded the rights to the land in 
1968 as part of a collective bargaining agreement. How- 
evs; the present location of the project is not the original 
ong. The CBA-designated site was in San Jose, Bulacan, 
outside the La Mesa watershed. But the implementation 
of'the project was delayed because succeeding Nawasa 
arid MWSS administrators, concerned with the project's 
pogsible adverse impact on Metro Manila's water supply, 
copiested the validity of the agreement. On Jan. 17, 
1975, the Supreme Court ruled that “there was absolute- 
ly ขอ ย์ ท ั ก ฐ which remained to be done except the execu- 
BEREIT 

‘Th’ following year, President Ferdinand Marcos or- 
dered that the original site be used for a new filtration 
plafit. Thus the housing project was transferred to La 
Mia: “The deal ... was consummated with the turnover 
of the absolute deed of sale to the claimants in March 
2006” noted Save the La Mesa Dam Coalition, which is 
opposing the project, not "per se" but only its location. A 

#posal to relocate the project was said to have been re- 
jedfed by the awardees. 

the project is carried out in its present site, not only 
willit destroy a substantial portion of the La Mesa forest, 
it ll also compromise the safety of the drinking water of 
the National Capital Region and, therefore, the health of 
its2 million residents, those opposing the project warn. 

Brit Lagman is adamant, which looks rather strange. He 
is reportedly giving the awardees free legal advice, but 
thévproject is not even in his district in Albay. He has as- 
suf¥d the public that “engineering mitigating measures" 
wótild be installed “to foreclose possible pollution of the 
La Mesa Dam and prevent the despoliation of the area.” 
But we didn't know that pollution-control is one of his 
fields of expertise. 

Gn the other hand, a 2004 study, conducted by the UP- 
based National Hydraulic Research Center, concluded: 
"There was no mitigating measure we could recommend 
foP the possible spill of toxic materials into the reservoir.” 
TRY study recommended: “It will be in the best interest of 
the, MWSS and the general public, who will eventually 
utilize the water in the La Mesa Reservoir for drinking, 
that the 58 hectares remain a protected watershed and 
ndi'be converted to a housing project.” 

Qn TV Lagman has been invoking the 1975 decision of 
CHER court. In other forums, he has appealed to the 
public's humanitarian instincts. “Many of the awardees 
โช ต อ พ infirm while others have passed away,” he said. 

Bist is the high court's decision cast in stone so that it 
caf fiever be revoked? Bantay Kalikasan operations man- 
agef,lohn Paul Balayon points our that there's a maxim in 
law:that says that "when the circumstances in which a 
judgment was made have drastically changed by the time 
that judgment is to be implemented, that prior decision 
ca at least be revisited or at best totally challenged." 

Retired Justice Ramon Mabutas of the Court of Appeals 
has opined that the “prevention of harm to the public, 
which such a takeover (of the housing project) seeks to 
acromplish, is as valid a reason as any” for the state to ex- 
pai the power of eminent domain. 

Js Sentimentalism a valid reason to compromise the 
health and welfare of 12 million Filipinos in favor of 
1,411 families? Do the benefits that will accrue to the 
families justify the risk to the entire Metro Manila popu- 
lace? 

Happily, the awardees seem to be open to the idea of 
moving the project to a safer site. If true, they are more 
sengple than their legal adviser. The awardees, notwith- 
E Lagman's advice, apparently appreciate the 
principle that the public interest should be put above pri- 
vate need. 
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ITS EFFECTIVE! 


RAUL J. PALABRICA, FORMER READER'S AD- 
vocate of this paper and now a member of the 
Securities and Exchange Commission, wrote. 
me recently to concur with the views I ex- 
pressed on Dual Allegiance in this column last. 
April 23. He had earlier criticized the bill that 
is now Rep. Act No. 9225, which grants, under 
certain conditions, dual citizenship to natural- 
born Filipinos who have been or may be natu- 
ralized in other countries. 

He complained: “Many Filipino-Americans 
reacted strongly to my position that the bill 
cheapened Filipino citizenship and that the 
erstwhile Filipinos who want to get back the 
citizenship they voluntarily abandoned do so 
simply to take advantage of its benefits with- 
out having to give something in return for that 
privilege. 

“The much vaunted entry of massive invest- 
ments from expatriate Filipinos who demand- 
ed the protection of Filipino citizenship before 
they bring in their money has not materialized. 
1doubt it will ever come at all. There goes an- 
other useless law.” 

Well said, compañero! I completely agree. 

My good friend, former Commissioner Bar- 
tolome C. Fernandez Jr. of the Commission on 
Audit, also has misgivings about Rep. Act No 
9225. He sent me two articles from his stu- 
dents in the UP College of Law whom he had 
required to study and comment on the law. 
Most of them thought it was unconstitutional 
One of them quoted Justice Sabino Padilla, 
who had written in Tan Chong vs. Secretary of 
Labor, 79 Phil. 257: 

“Dual nationality is universally recognized 
as an undesirable phenomenon. It inevitably 
results in questionable loyalties and leads to 
international conflicts. Dual nationality also 
makes possible the use of citizenship as a 
badge of convenience rather than of undivided 
loyalty. And it impairs the singleness of com- 
mitment which is the hallmark of citizenship 
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and allegiance. A person should have the right 
to choose his own nationality and this choice 
should be honored by all countries. However, 
he should not be entitled to claim more than 
one nationality.” 

Congress did not think so when it passed 
the bill that became the Citizenship Retention 
and Reacquisition Act of 2003. Its sponsors 
had rejected the argument that it would vio- 
late the constitutional policy against dual al- 
legiance, saying that it was different from du- 
al citizenship, which was perfectly lawful. 
President Macapagal-Arroyo agreed when 
she signed the measure into law, and the 
Supreme Court later concurred. 

In Mercado v. Manzano, 307 SCRA 630, the 
petitioner challenged the respondent's title as 
Vice mayor of Makati City, claiming that as a 
Filipino-American he was covered by Sec. 40 
of the Local Government Code disqualifying 
dual citizens from local elective offices. 

‘The Supreme Court adverted to the debates 
in the Constitutional Commission of 1987 on 
the distinction between dual citizenship and 
dual allegiance. It sustained the former and re- 
jected the latter. It held that Manzano could 
not be guilty of dual allegiance because he had 
effectively renounced his dual nationality in 
his certificate of candidacy for the disputed of- 
fice. In other words, he had become exclusive- 
lya Filipino citizen. 

The decision did not categorically say that 
dual citizenship necessarily imports dual alle 
giance, which Rep. Act No. 9225 impliedly al- 


lows and in fact even encourages although it 
“is inimical to the national interest" according 
to Art. IV Sec. 5 of the Constitution, 

A citizen owes exclusive loyalty to his 
country but not under this dubious law 
which allows a natural-born Filipino to re- 

ain or reacquire his Philippine citizenship 

while also retaining his loyalty to the country 
where he has been naturalized. As a dual citi- 
zen, he is allowed to divide his loyalty be- 
tween the country of his birth and the coun- 
try of his choice. 

"This is the inexcusable infidelity that all the 
three major departments of the govern- 
ment—Malacafiang, Congress and the 
Supreme Court—have expressly recognized 
and knowingly condoned. They have all cate- 
gorically affirmed that a dual citizen may owe. 
part of his loyalty to his adopted country in- 
stead of offering his total and exclusive alle- 
giance to the Philippines. 

Commissioner Fernandez said, "I cannot for 
the life of me understand why Congress passed. 
RA 9225 despite the constitutional ban against. 
‘dual allegiance. It turns out now that this law 
is inimical ro the national interest’ and should 
be dealt with accordingly, i.e., slain and struck 
down as unconstitutional.” 

Let me repeat what I said in this column 
against “the cloying sentimentality of Congress 
in allowing Filipinos to retain or reacquire 
their natural-born citizenship after purposely 
and formally abandoning it. What is worse is 
that we generously permit them at the same 
time to continue their allegiance to their 
adopted foreign country and thus dilute their 
loyalty to their forsaken but forgiving Philip- 
pines.” 

Rep. Act No. 9225 belittles patriotism and 
reduces it to an alien accommodation. It com- 
promises love of country, which must be a sin- 
gular and unalloyed devotion, with material 
convenience in another land. 


Arun of good luck 


THERE IS AN OLD EXPRESSION THAT BAD 
luck comes in threes. This notion also applies 
to good luck, and the current run of decisions 
from the Supreme Court not only validates, 
but extends it. We are talking about four of 
them (three decisions and one clarificatory 
resolution), and counting. 

The three Supreme Court decisions—on EO 
464, BP 880 and CPR, and PP 1017--should be 
read to be appreciated, and thanks to the IT 
revolution, one can access them on the Inter- 
met (wwwsupremecourtgovph). One can 
take a short-cut by just reading the dispositive 
portions of the decisions instead of all 165 
pages, but one loses the full flavor of the argu- 
ments pro and con, and the reasoning that led 
tothe decisio 

The opposing sides in all three cases claim 
victory, and both would have basis for their 
claims. In the EO 464 case (the executive order. 
issued after National Security Adviser Norber- 
to Gonzales, who has Cabinet rank, was or- 
dered detained by the Senate for not answer- 
ing questions and allegedly treating the sena- 
tors with disrespect and contempt), the Court 
unanimously declared that Section 1 and Sec- 
tion 2a of the three-section order were valid, 
but Section 2b and Section 3 were void. in oth- 
er words, the executive branch can evade con- 
gressional requests for information (victory for 
executive), but it can only do so after “clearly 
asserting the right to do so and/or proffering 
its reasons therefore" (victory for Congress). 
Shades of Solomon. 

In the BP 880 (Public Assembly Act of 1985 
“Ensuring the Free Exercise by the People of 
‘Their Right Peaceably to Assemble and Petition 
the Government ..."/CPR) case, the Court de- 
cared that BP 880 is constitutional (victory for 
executive) and that CPR, “insofar as it would 
purport to differ from or be in lieu of maximum 
tolerance” is null and void (victory for the peti- 
tioners). Furthermore, the Court chastised the 
executive branch—not just the present admin- 
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istration, but all those starting from 1985—for 
not implementing Section 15 that requires the 
designation of at least one suitable freedom 
park or plaza in every city and municipality of 
the country. It ordered the interior secretary to 
do so within 30 days, after which “no prior per- 
mit shall be required to exercise the right to 
peaceably assemble and petition in the public 
parks or plazas of a city or municipality that 
has not yet complied.” 

The other side of the coin, however, is that 
complying with that provision also provides 
local government executives with the justifi- 
cation to refuse to allow demonstrations to 
take place where public convenience and 
safety might be compromised (e.g, major 
thoroughfares) because the freedom parks 
present an alternative location. More shades 
of Solomon. 

The same balancing act was performed by 
the Court in deciding on Presidential Procla- 
mation 1017 and General Order 5. Some parts 
of both were considered constitutional (victo- 
ry for the executive): in PP 1017, the call by the 
President on the AFP to prevent or suppress 
lawless violence, the declaration of national 
emergency: and in GO 5, the provision of a 
standard by which the AFP and the PNP should 
implement PP 1017, Le. whatever necessary 
and appropriate actions and measures to sup- 
press and prevent acts of lawless violence. Oth- 
er parts were declared unconstitutional (victo- 
ry for the petitioners): the takeover of private- 
ly owned utilities or business interests without 
prior legislation under the national emergency 


declaration; the portion of GO 5 which deals 
with “acts of terrorism" as these have not yet 
been defined; warrantless arrests without 
proof that the arrested were committing acts 
constituting lawless violence; and the imposi- 
tion of standards or prior restraint on the me- 
dia. In other words, PP 1017 doesn’t give carte 
blanche to the authorities, Only one justice dis- 
sented: Dante Tinga. 

Why can these three decisions be considered 
“good luck” for us? Two important reasons: 
One is that they have shown the independence 
of the Court, belying any suspicions that itis a 
presidential rubber stamp, packed as it were 
by her appointees (two of the three ponentes 
are her appointees). Second is that they also 
make mincemeat of the claims that there is a 
state of “undeclared” martial law, or that what 
the country is undergoing under the Arroyo 
watch is worse than martial law. 

The fourth “good luck” sign? Two weeks 
ago, this column discussed a March 28 high 
court resolution, which was noi-too -respect- 
fully likened to a “mountain that labored and 
brought forth a mouse.” Not so, after all, Re- 
sponding to a Motion for Clarification, the 
Court clarified that the resolution must be read 
in conjunction with the Constitution, the law 
and decided cases. And doing so shows that ifa 
mouse was produced, it is one that roars. To 
make a long story short, that seemingly in- 
nocuous resolution actually means that the Of- 
fice of the Ombudsman has only until June 30 
ofthis year to make up its mind about the crim- 
inal culpability of the Commission on Elections 
in the computerization case. If it so finds, then 
it must report to the Court every three months 
on the status of the prosecution of such crimi- 
nal case up to its final disposition, No wonder 
the Comelec has come out with newspaper ads 
defending itself 

Jes about time the Filipino people got some 
really good news. God and the Supreme Court 
willing, the run of "luck will continue. 
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MANY HAVE NOTICED THE POOR ARE NOT 
attending the present political discussions and 
rallies. This is not good, they believe, because 
without the poor the rallies are weak. 

But why are the poor absent? Some civil soci- 
ety leaders say the poor have first to be educated 
on the pros and cons of the issues and then they'll 
come. Others fear the poor may have completely 
different priorities, or have lost faith in all the 
current leaders. 

In an attempt to find the beginnings of an an- 
swer, Tattended an urban poor people's workshop 
on the Cha-cha barangay initiative. Chito Gascon, 
former undersecretary of the Department of Edu- 
cation, was the main speaker. 

‘The first people I talked with were two young 
mothers from Daang-Tubo, Quezon City: Lisa 
Elinida, 24, married with three children and 
Melanie Juntilo, 19, married with two children. 
Each nursed a baby as we talked. 

‘After some introductions, I asked them what 
Cha-cha was. They thought a while, then Lisa 
said, “A dance?" Later she said Cha-cha was a pro- 
gram of the President for jobs. 

‘Their husbands are unemployed. They survive 
by borrowing food and money from their neigh- 
bors and by scavenging when they can for plastics 
and metals. I asked about food: for example, what 
they ate at night. They said they often have no 
food at night, so they drink water and try to sleep. 
‘These are the exact words told me just a few days 
earlier by a woman in the government relocation 
center in Cabuyao, Laguna. The two women buy 
bread when they can, and ifthey have P2 they buy 
Dimples (a fish-flavored cracker, a junk food). 

The two babies looked malnourished. A medi- 
cal person with me said one of the babies should 
be twice its weight. They are nice-looking babies, 
but very frail and they don’t move around or 
move as quickly as well-fed children. Melanie's 
baby has a sore near his eye. The medical person 
asked her what it was, and was told “chicken 
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pox.” "No money for a doctor," Lisa explains. 

Melanie also lacks a place to sleep. She, her 
husband and her two children sleep outside on 
some chairs. There was a certain sadness in the 
babies’ faces, I thought, and they're not yet one 
year old. 

“What do you want the government to do?” I 
asked. 

"Give us jobs so we can eat.” 

Cha-cha, itseems, is nota concern for the poor. 
‘Their concern for jobs and food dominates their 
lives like the blazing sun dominates our summer 
days. 

"Does God want people to be hungry?" I asked. 

"No, its the bad leaders who are corrupt and 
steal, not God. We believe in God. Its bad lead- 
ers.” 

‘Seventy-five percent of urban poor will answer 
this way. They know more about God's ways than 
they do of Cha-cha. 

They feel, despite their problems, that they are 
better off than they would be in their home 
provinces in Bicol and Leyte. “There,” Lisa ex- 
plained, “if you don’t have money or fish, you do 
not eat. No one can share with you, because ev- 
eryone is poor. In Manila, you can borrow and 
you can scavenge.” 

“Are you happy with life?” 

“Mahirap-masaya,” Melanie says. 

“Masaya na masaya,” Lisa says with convic- 
tion. 

T think that if T can understand this attitude in 
the face of dire poverty, I can understand the 


3 
Tinterviewed Maricris Yamasirap, 20, single and. 


unemployed. She lost her job as a security guard. 
She lives by herself. “I borrow from my friends to 
buy bread. That's all I eat. Look at me, 1 used to be 
mataba. Now I'm so thin. Look at me.” She holds 
up her arm, which is as thin asa child's. 

“What do you want our government to do?” I 
asked. 

“We want GMA out. We're hungry.” 

Antonia Bolani, an older woman, who has lis- 
tened to Maricris, says her husband doesn't work, 
but they have two sons working who help. “We're 
lucky, I guess, listening to the other people here 
like Maricris. I eat fish sometimes and meat once 
amonth.” 

The women and the community organizers who 
work in their areas say the women I interviewed 
are typical of very many, maybe half of all the 
members of their communities. There are some 
urban poor who know the issues and care about 
Cha-cha, but they are the exception. The great ma- 
jority, if not exactly as poor as the women inter- 
viewed, are concerned with jobs and food. Even 
land problems take second place unless there's an 
actual eviction. Can we blame them? 

It’s not poor people alone. Later in the day, on 
Radio Veritas, | heard Josua Mata of the Alliance 
of Progressive Labor say almost the same thing 
about workers: “Workers are interested in jobs 
and their rights, not in Cha-cha.” 

tis not accurate to say the poor or the workers 
are ignorant and need education about Cha-cha 
or snap elections. It seems rather, as can be seen 
from the interviews above, that they have totally 
different priorities and need help first in pursuing 
their own priority goals. They will, they said, join 
rallies for food and jobs. If such rallies find some 
success, perhaps they'll join other rallies. 

“The hungry he has filled with good things, the 
rich he has sent away empty" (Lk 2:53). 


Denis Murphy works with the Urban Poor Associ- 
ates. 


The summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro 


ROMY GARDUCE WAS CAUGHT ON TV BEING 
interviewed by Mike Enriquez of GMA-75 “24 
Oras.” Romy, wearing his snow outfit minus his 
gloves, could still bear the cold at the base camp 
of Mt. Everest. Mike seemed to be comfortable in 
his suit inside the studio while the temperature 
hit 36 degrees Celsius outside. 

The scene at the base camp of Mt. Everest trans- 
ported me back to the base camp of Mt. Kilimanjaro 
nine years ago. The ambassador of Tanzania in 
Nairobi, Kenya, arranged an annual "diplomatic 
climb of Mt. Kilimanjaro.” Asian ambassadors from 
Indonesia, Korea and the Philippines decided to join. 
the climb. One United Nations official, two busi- 
messmen, two American tourists and two female 
students from Sweden formed part of our group. 

Tewould be a five-day climb—three days going 
up and two days coming down. We should start at 
a small town in Tanzania just outside the Kenyan 
border. There was a magnificent view of Kiliman- 
jaro in Murango town. 

Hemingway, of course, introduced. me to. the 
snows of Mr. Kilimanjaro in high school. Later on, 
we learned of a story that the early English explor- 
ers in Kenya, perhaps looking for the elusive source 
of the Nile, reported to London that it was cold in 
that country In fact, there was snow in Mt. Kenya! 
"The British Club was laughing at this heresy—not- 
ing that, indeed, Kenya in East Africa, along with 
‘Singapore in South East Asia, and Ecuador in Latin 
‘America, was located near the Equator. 

From that border town of Murango, the road to 
our destination was reasonably wide but un- 
paved, surrounded by lush vegetation. The only 
reminder from our Tanzanian coordinator was to 
take it easy. We would make it in three days, he 
emphasized. If we hurried, we might fall in the 
situation of two US Marines who jogged the first 
two days going to Mt. Kilimanjaro, and came 
back to the little town the third day. 

‘The inspiration given by the owner of the lodge 
in Murango: "For the past three years now, a 70- 
year-old British kept coming back to the summit 
of Kilimanjaro.” 

We had in our backpacks only litle things that 
were really needed, like bottled water, camera and 
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Nelson D. Lavina 


WED also like to know the concerns of the six- 
tysomething and above, what makes their 
blood pressure rise or makes them sit back, con- 
tent that all’s well with their world and with 
themselves. —Ed.. 


some personal items. Other things could be en- 
trusted to some native porters for reasonable fees. 
Isaw that some porters carried food supplies. 

We spent the first night at a camp where we en- 
joyed our dinner and anticipated rest. 

"The second day saw the lush vegetation slowly 
vanishing. We were among unfamiliar trees, wild 
grass, vines and flowers. We felt the slow ascent 
exhilarating. Mt. Kilimanjaro remained distant, 
snow-capped, majestic. We spent the second 
night ata camp where we preferred deserved rest 
to good food. 

Always starting early at dawn, on the third day, 
our strides became slower and the rest points more 
frequent. The ascent still seemed gradual, but we 
saw only a panorama of deservlike landscapes. 1 
even thought that we were on our way to that fa- 
mous safari destination called Serengeti. We were 
now wearing our boots, snow goggles and gloves. 

My body began to ache. We asked the Tanzani- 
an ambassador if there was a short cut. The good 
ambassador merely smiled. We knew there was 
no way escaping this non-Lenten sacrifice. 

It was almost dusk when we reached the camp 
at the base of Mc. Kilimanjaro. We felt that we al- 
ready negotiated about a height of 4,000 meters 
of the jewel peak (6,000 m) of Africa, reputed to 
be much higher than Grossglockner of the Austri- 
an Alps which I traversed in the late 1980s while 
on assignment in Vienna. Some more great effort 
and determination would bring me to the summit 
of Kilimanjaro. 

‘The Tanzanian colleague told us that we would 
make the final ascent at midnight. Otherwise, g0- 


ing up, we would not survive the heat of the blaz- 
ing sun, and/or the frozen hell on the crater of 
the mount. 

My whole body now was all in pain. But I was 
more worried that I might suffer a heart attack. I 
felt my heart was pounding ever louder—in fact 
the loudest since I was born! I went to the toilet to 
relieve myself before destiny. Nothing doing. The 
sheer coldness of the night, so many degrees be- 
low zero, put Siberia into shame, and denied me 
little comfort. 

At 12 midnight, we, together with one or two 
other groups, proceeded to the ultimate climb. 
‘The night or morning seemed clear enough; nat- 
ural light showed the way. The snow on top glis- 
tened more brightly. But thought I did not mind 
anybody or anything else anymore—except my 
climbing stick and my heart whose pounding 
threatened to burst or break my thorax. 

At every step up, I could feel that I tended to 
slide a little bit down. Perhaps it was my imagina- 
tion. Or maybe it was because the way up was 
made of sand or porous clay. I was fatigued and 
sleepy. My feet were heavy as lead. 

Then suddenly, I knew I had enough of this in- 
sanity. Or did I wake up? At about midpoint of the 
ascent, I told our Tanzanian coordinator that 1 
had to go down. He motioned to a guide to ac- 
company me, I saw others turning their backs 
away from fame and glory. One Asian ambas- 
sador whispered to me that he would continue 
his suicidal attempt to conquer Kilimanjaro. He 
almost got his wish. Indeed he came back still 
very much alive, but on a stretcher. 

T vowed to the Tanzanian ambassador that 1 
would definitely retum to the base camp the fol- 
lowing year, and make a final climb to the summit. I 
might be making a diplomatic lie, as 1 got an order 
to goto another posting before the end of that year. 

Five years later, after my retirement, I was en- 
joying another adventure of a lifetime. 1 was 
‘swimming with whale sharks, the friendly behe- 
moth of the deep, the butanding, together with 
my daughter and son-in-law at Donsol. 


Nelson D. Lavifia is a retired ambassador. 


The Philippines' sanctuaries of terror 


THE PRESENCE OF INSURGENT OR TERROR- 
ist sanctuaries in non-belligerent countries is one 
of the most intractable, explosive issues in inter- 
national relations. It was a central fact of the Viet- 
nam War brought about the destruction of 
Lebanon, and continues to plague the coalition in 
Iraq. It is also key to the present war on terror in 
Southeast Asia. 

Vietnam differed from Korea and Malaya, 
where containment and counterinsurgency pre- 
vailed, because the communists could outflank 
allied forces in South Vietnam by using "neutral" 
territory in Cambodia and Laos. Like the PLO 
presence in Lebanon until 1982, this strategy 
plunged hapless host countries into civil war and 
provoked invasions by stronger powers, in tum 
spurring more extremist movements—the Khmer 
Rouge, Hezbollah and Islamic Jihad. 

Like previous host countries, the Philippines is 
a weak state, at peace with its neighbors and the 
West, But, since 1994, its lawless southern islands 
have replaced Afghanistan as the main training 
‘ground and refuge for Southeast Asian jihadists. 
Most are Indonesians belonging to Jemaah Is- 
Jamiyah QD, Mujahidin Kompak and other Darul 
Islam factions. 

Graduates of Mindanao's terror camps, for ex- 
ample, now rival in number the older generation 
of Southeast Asian Afghan alumni that forged ties 
with al-Qaida. Veterans of the Mindanao camps 
took part in almost every JI-linked bombing since 
2000, including the attack that killed hundreds in 
Bali in 2002. New cohorts will pose a danger for 
years to come. 

‘The terrorist attacks on the United States of 
Sept. 11, 2001 galvanized American interest in 
the southern Philippines, Mere weeks after the 
planes hit, Pentagon planners negotiated a return 
of American troops to Mindanao for the first time 
since the colonial era. Indeed, Mindanao was the 
second front in the war on terror until Iraq came 
to dominate US threat perceptions, Australian 
Prime Minister John Howard has likewise openly 
mulled preemptive military strikes on terrorist 
sanctuaries in the region. 


WORLD VIEW 


Kit Collier and Malcolm Cook 


Mindanao is not Cambodia or Lebanon, but the 
essential dilemma is the same. How does one sep- 
arate the terrorist parasite from its unwilling 
host, without doing fatal violence to the patient? 

In the Philippines, the diagnosis is complicated 
by the fact that terrorists are embedded in a 
volatile Muslim insurgency with which the West 
has no quarrel. The Moro Islamic Liberation Front 
(MILF) is Southeast Asia’s strongest separatist 
group. It enjoys popular support, expresses legiti- 
mate grievances, and peace talks are underway. 
Like the Palestinians, however, the MILF is riven 
byfactons, and its leaders cannot, owl not, ex 
clude terrorists from areas that they control. 

In part, this reflects political hedging by the 
MILF in the face of Manila's incapacity to make 
meaningful concessions, President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's government is on the ropes, with a state 
of emergency declared in February, following an 
abortive coup attempt and months of instability 
arising from allegations of fraud in the 2004 elec- 
tions, The allegations involve the Armed Forces’ 
manipulation of the Mindanao vote—underscor- 
ing how state failure in the south, a politicized 
military, and paralysis in the capital reinforce 
each other in a downward spiral. 

State failure in the southern Philippines now 
places the entire region at risk. After a rough pas- 
Sage to democracy, a traditionally strong Indone- 
sian state Is reasserting itself, forcing jihadists 
out, and across Mindanao's porous frontiers. De- 
spite concerns over conflict in southern Thailand, 
there are no secessionist enclaves beyond govern- 
‘ment control, and no indications of foreign ter- 
rorist involvement. 

Only in the Philippines do state failure, chronic 
insurgency, and proliferating ties between local 


and foreign terrorists come together in a lethal 
cocktail. Combined with a restive military and an 
impotent administration, the country has become 
Southeast Asia's weakest link in the war on terror. 

‘So what is to be done? American forces are 
probing the sanctuaries in the guise of training ex- 
'ercises, and they are backing targeted air strikes. 
But they must read lightly lest they be drawn into 
a shooting war, which would catalyze new al- 
liances among local and foreign militants, A con- 
ventional military approach failed in Cambodia 
and Lebanon. It would fail in Mindanao, too. 

Instead, surgical military strikes based on an 
expanded intelligence effort should complement 
the peace process, prying extremists away from 
the MILF mainstream. A crucial, if embryonic, 
mechanism in this campaign is the Ad Hoc Joint 
“Action Group, established by the Philippine gov- 
‘ernment and MILF negotiators to facilitate coop- 
eration against “lawless elements" in MILF terri- 
tory. The group's mandate should be widened, 
and resources should be provided to allow it to 
tackle terrorism explicitly. 

In return for MILF cooperation, the United 
States, Australia and other interested countries 
must pick up political slack and build the govern- 
ment's capacity to deliver a sustainable peace 
agreement for Mindanao. Prompt, substantial in- 
fusions of post-conflict aid will be indispensable 
ingredients for peace. 

But so will security reforms. The Armed Forces 
must be better equipped to close down any re- 
maining terrorist sanctuaries—and keep them 
closed. However, this will remain a futile mission 
until the Armed Forces is professionalized and 
depoliticized through reorientation to external 
defense, border security and special operations. 
Only chen will they lose their vested interest in an 
insurgency that has no end. Project Syndicate 


Kit Collier is a consultant to the International Crisis 
Group and Visiting Fellow at the Australian Na- 
tional University, Malcolm Cook ís program direc- 
tor for Asia and the Pacific at the Lowy Institute for 
International Policy. 


Flavors of life 


THE BUS HAD ONCE AGAIN STOPPED RIGHT AMID THE 
tangle of vehicles racing to their destinations regardless of 
whatever, or whoever, stood in the way. The afternoon's in- 
tense heat aggravated everyone’s impatience and irritation. 
Fists were slammed on horns as the bus drivers yelled at 
alighting passengers to hurry up. > 

Barely had Tjumped off, when the bus jerked forward and 
zoomed away, leav- 
ing me defenseless 
against the merciless 
vehicles — whose 
drivers were press- 
ing hard on the ac- 
celerators, seeming- 
ly intent on flatten- 
ing me on the as- 
phalt highway I 
braced myself for an- 
other game of patin- 
tero, dodging cars, 
‘buses and jeepneys and the occasional commuter who would 
stop a bus or jeepney right in the middle of the road. 

Patintero was the childhood game of which my friends 

uted champions. The outstretched arms 
of our opponents, no matter how long, could not make 
even the lightest contact with our shoulders, and their legs 
were always too slow for our quick feet. Had I been as 
slow-footed as those in the other team, things would have 
ended differently, with me ending up with some broken 
bones or, worse, under a gravestone, For Filipino drivers, 
people are not people, regardless of whether they are 
walking on the pedestrian lane, people are just obstacles 
standing in their way. 

‘And yet a big part of me remains sentimental about—and 
even loyal to--commuting. Maybe Ive inhaled too much 
smoke and gasoline. & 

Commuting a pain actually, and finally learning to drive 
will actually be bliss. Imagine: No more dodging vehicles ea- 
ger to crush me; no more arguing with the driver about the 
Correct change; no more risk of asphyxiation whenever. 
pressed between armpits that could very well be biological 
"weapons; no more looking at other passengers whose lined, 
slack faces are grim reminders of a bleak tomorrow. 

On car windows, Pd see only myself and the road ahead. IF 
I drive a car, I won't have to leave the house two hours before 
an appointment. I won't have to fork over a big chunk of my 
allowance for the cab ride home when darkness deepens. 1 
won't have to wait for the jeepney on the side of the road 
where men whose bellies flow over the faded waistbands-of- 
their shorts throw lewd remarks at me. 

Learning to drive is an exciting, even romantic rte of 
sage. Filipinos usually learn it when they are 18, just as they ' 
are about to begin another promising chapter of their lives, 
which is college. 

Driving takes you away from the world you've always 
known and brings you into a new one that you will come to 
love. It also brings you back to your roots. But if you prefer 
the dusty yet scenic route, commuting does the job as 
well. 

‘Commuting is also a test of one's survival skills. In school, 
Iwas taught to always wait in line, to sprinkle every reply to 
an older person with “po” or “opo.” Being on your best behav- 
ior at all times distinguished you from the hoi polloi whose 
faces were dark from spending too much time under the" 
sun. 

But inside public transportation, poise means nothing. 
You can stay in line for as long as you wish, keep your hands 
to yourself and watch wistfully as the jeepney rolls away, 
crammed with passengers who elbowed their way to a covet- 
ed seat. 

No amount of “po,” or even “please” will convince the drive 
er to give you the correct change, but an expletive definitely : 
will. 

Ina jeepney, I often find myself elbow to elbow, even el- 
bow to stomach, with the very people parents warn thelt 
children about. There's the guy of college age who is pre- 
tending to be still going to school, a cigarette in his mouth 
as he gets off the jeepney to go to the mall across the street 
at nine in the morning. There's the old woman who sits 
with her legs spread apart to hold the basket of dried fish 
she is selling at the wet market a few meters ahead. Her 
eyes are yellowed pools, her face like aged leather and 
dark from the sun. 

But there were others who invite a smile, Like the 2-year 
old-girl sitting on her mothers lap and singing, "My hump, 
my hump, my lovely lady lump." There are the excited Kore- 
ans in shorts and Tshirts pelting thelr guide with questions 
about the country There's the gallant old man hanging on at 
the back of the jeepney after giving up his seat to a young 
‘woman. When she offers to pay his fare, he smiles and says, 
"Thankyou, but Ive already paid, miss.” 

Tn the 45 minutes it takes to where one is going, one be- 
comes a witness to slivers of different lives. It's an experience 
that can be disturbing at times but is more often illuminate 
ing. One is confronted with embodiments of sadness, desper- 
ation and joy. And this is the reason learning to drive is un 
thinkable for me right now. 

In a cer, who will I see but myself, or my passenger who 
will certainly be a long-time friend or a relative I've known 
my entire life? After my favorite music stops playing, itis the 
twangy voice of a self-absorbed deejay that will take over. 'd 
rather listen to passengers complaining about rising prices, 
and how they made the growling in thelr stomach louder. A 
wide-eyed little boy, looking even smaller as he sits squeezed 
between adults, with a heavy school bag on his lap, is a sight 
both heart-breaking and admirable. 

‘While commuting, 1 observe snapshots of life that T 
would have thought to be the stuff of fiction had I spent my 
whole life looking at the world through the windshield that 
muffies and sometimes mutes the raw cries, strained laugh- 
ter and heavy sighs of real people. A rickety jeepney is all 
that I need to bring me to wherever I wish, It is inside this 
vehicle where Lam touched by faces that are lined or flaw- 
less and hands that are clean or grimy. It is the only place 
where sweet, sour, bitter and spicy blend to offer the real 
favors of life. 
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We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Louella E. Fortes, 24, graduated from the Ateneo de Manila 
University with a degree in creative writing, She is doing grad- 
uate studies at the University of the Philippines. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: | 


Send your contributions by emai toyoungblood@ingutr- 
excom ph together with your address, age and the schoo} 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the post- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Cone. 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously. | 
published. | 
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nm OPINION ร ศศ ร นิ น ไน น พ น 
EVAT unfair to senior citizens Lim; First Mass in Philippines 


E: 
LETTERS E: THE PHOTO ON THE FRONT has not been put to rest The offi 
THE EXPANDED VALUE ADDED his/her productive years. The dis- the Osca (Office of Senior Citizens zs page of the April 19 issue ofthe In- cial stand is that it was on Lima- 
tax, which was recently increased to count was fair enough, but theAr- Affairs) chair in monitoring and 5 Quien, featuring a mangrove for- sawa, Leyte. Another group has 
12 percent, is unfair to senior citi- royo administration has taken it reporting compliance or non-com- 5 ง เพ ต ม , est in Southern Leyte, calls to long advanced, with some com- 
zens. It takes back 60 percent ofthe back. pliance with the Senior Citizens BIG mind the majesty of nature. It also pelling evidence, that it was in 
legally mandated 20 percent dis- We call on our legislators to re- Law. Always a Filipino  remindsusofits fragility withthe Masau, Butuan. 
count on food and services given to store the benefits that the law has Lastly, we call on all senior citi- recent information from geolo- The tragic landslides on main- 
Senior citizens, thus leaving only 8 granted to senior citizens by ex- zens to demand the 20-percent I HAVE YET TO APPLY FORTHE Sis, that this part of Leyte land Southern Leyte may have 
Percent of the discount, which is empting them from the EVAT just. discount and to explain to store re-acquisition of my Philippine Province is sting on a0 area paw. happened in Limasawa also, thus 
gobbled up by the service charge. as they have been exempted from cashiers or owners that the dis- citizenship. However, 1 consider Tally prone to landslides, one can- obliterating the “compelling evi- 
Since many establishments still income and other taxlaws. We also countis shouldered by the govern- myself a Filipino firt and fore. not help but wonder if what hap- dence" historians are looking for. 
refuse to grant the discount due propose that local governments, ment when it is deducted from most, ] am a proud Filipino wher- pened to Ginsaugon, St. Bernard, Isn't it time marine archaeologists 
mainly to the mistaken belief that it before renewing business licenses, their income tax payable, and to ever am. 1 contribute my God- happened to neighboring Lima- (and other experts) looked into 
eats into their profits, the poor se- require commercial establishments inform them of the penalties, fine given talents to the Filipino com- Sawa Island long ago. the matter? 
nior citizen ends up paying 32 per. to prove their compliance with the and imprisonment, imposed by munity whenever I stam oppor. . The debate on where the first —GAVIN SANSON BAGARES, 
cent more for food or service that Senior Citizens Law by showing ev- law on violators. [ze getan OPPOT Macs in the Philippines was held gavinuno@yahoo.com 
he/she avails himself/herself of. Ig- idence of senior citizens discounts. Senior citizens cannot blame Tuy ป 0 
nored, forsaken, sick and with We also propose thata commit- others for violating the law if they v: i « Pe initiative’ 
his/her low pension hardly enough tee, composed of senior citizens in themselves do not assert ped we ศา พ Wara Not with PCEC on people s initiative 
for his/her medicines, the senior every town or city, nominated by rights granted by the law. crave for dinuguan, I go to Filipino 
Giizen thought goverment and so- registered senior citizens associa- SAMADOE CABAERO, leStaurants. My car has a Philip- THIS IS IN REACTION TO THE Speaker Jose de Venecia and thei 
ciety would look back and appreci- tions in the locality, be appointed 7EspinaCompound, PTT degna a bad a d boya kd Ha pepe ต นั แล ส ย ์ บ ล ะ ไล: 
ate what he/she had done during by the concemed mayor to assist B.RodriguezSt,CebuCity 1. My jacket easily tells others April 27 issue of the Inquirer. The PCEC leaders should know 
4 that I am a Filipino. in my house, ad claimed that the Philippine that it is wrong for them to as- 
Beyond reasonable doubt not a signatory for Cha-cha  wespeak Surigaonon, my dialect; Council of Evangelical Churches sume they are representing the 
you can also find in there Pinoy ofthe Philippines (PCEC), repre- evangelical Protestants in this 
décor, and my long-neck bottle of ` sented by Bishop Efraim Tendero country every time they publicly 


THE FRONTPAGE "PEOPLES | expect, hope and pray that Ihave a Comelec voters ID as a 


initiative” news item and the col- other individuals, who did not registered voter of Quezon City, Gigaquit Rhum from Surigao City and Bishop Fred Magbanua, sup- make a stand on political issues. 
umn of Fr. Joaquin Bernas con. sign or will ever sign the “peoples Second District, Precinct No. is prominently displayed in the ports the peoples initiative" for Bishops Tendero and Magbanua 
gratulating newly appointed initiative" to likewise write to 5299A. So if my name and address kitchen. Charter change. Bishop Tendero should consult the churches first 


an na nen Rene Sarmiento, so that their letters appear as one of the signatories of Whenever somebody asks me was, in fact, quoted as follows: before making public their stand 
Sarmiento (PDI, 4/10/06) wil serve as proof that their al- the peoples initiative” that is not about the Philippines, I try to "We see the people's initiativeasa on any issue confronting our 
prompted me to react as follows: leged signatures in the "peoples true, beyond reasonable doubt. | 4, lins Sa er cdd f the (people s 
ompiedméserwilleversipn, initiative lst” submited to the -ISIDOROA. PANLASIGUIJR., ry day 1 re fest ay een Ee ee eens resa 
even if intimidated, threatened Comelec by the politicians and เอ ร ร A 5 Sos ne VOSS 
ieee eS ST SE Bane waga nan Net Aad | a a shove Deen arc po ker 
เณ รน อ น pan kn. prc 1112 QuezonCity pO doing before, that life in statement on behalf of the PCEC. the wrong political leaders and 
; thePhilippines may become bet- Can't he see what the goverment making the wrong stand on many 
Supreme Court has spoken, but where’s the ax? ter is doing? Tagree with those oppos- issues. It is a shame that they have 
My question to former Justice ing Charter change for now: a not learned their lessons and per- 
REPLACING THE MEMBERS OP fault. But somebody doesn't have. ently were responsible for the Isagani Cruz (in connection with genuine people's munem Mud takes. committing the same mis- 
the Commission on Elections is tobearocketscientisttoseethata anomalous transaction are still his column “Dual Allegiance,” one initiated by the people, notdi- takes 
toolight a penalty for their role in substantial amount of publicmon- holding on, or clinging to, their PDI, 4/22/06) is: When did 1 rected by people in government. Itherefore urge other evangel- 
the! loss of billions of pesos ear- ey has been wasted and this could. positions. Wow! abandon the Philippines? Just As an evangelical Protestant icals who are against the way 
AA dedrauoma. fave been used for more produc- Is this realy a government of because I have left the Philip. whose church isa member of he some of our leaders are publicly 
a (CDisrusted,” PDI, tive projects. And the Supreme the people, for the people and by pines and acquired a new citi... PCEC,I would like to categorical- presenting their views on politi- 
ton Prem. es เต ไห ร ง cii. Court has spoken: There were ir- the people? Or is this a govern- Zenship, it does not mean chat Iy state: do not suppor the pao. cal issues, to speak up so that 
See punished just for stealing regularities in the way the trans- ment for some people only speci have abandoned my native land... ples initiative ang | ar ว น ร ย ซอ PCEC leaders will know that they 
as ae Peand pelostoeasethel action was conducted and pro- ically for those around and sup- Or am I less Filipino? I remaina Cha-cha in the way the ‘rave do not truly represent our senti- 
hunger. cessed porting the President? Filipino, administration wants to do it. I ments. 
"he Comelec chair and com- But why is nobody being pun- —NICHAEL CAPITO, —HARDYDELCASTILO, cannot support the joint initiative MIFFLIN ANN A. GARCIA, 
misioners do not admit their ished? In fact, those who appar- michael.capito@nl.abb.com surigaonon@canada.com of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, mifflinann@gmail.com 


Role of church people 
in nation’s political life 


THIS IS IN REACTION TO AHMED CORTES” 
letter (PDI 4/11/06): "Whatever happens in 
this world happens because God allows it to 
happen.” 1 agree that God allows everything to 
happen but He makes sure that those who sin 
against His people will be held accountable for 
their actions, 

Cortes is trying to spiritualize the issues 
haunting the Arroyo administration and, with: 
out employing critical analysis of what's hap- 
pening around us, he jumps into the idea that 
“our wisdom is infinitesimally inconsequential 
before God. 

1doubt if he understands the plan of God as 
expressed in the Ten Commandments—a plan 
being violated by some of our so-called leaders 
as seen in government scandals and corrup- 
tion. Likewise, I doubt if he is aware that it is 
not part of God's plan for man to be abused or 
victimized by sin. 

1s Cortes saying that church people should 
be indifferent to the acts of deception and graft 
and corruption that are now eroding our moral 
values: that they should preach only about the 
angels and saints in heaven and say nothing 
about the issues affecting the moral dimen- 
sions of our political and economic life? 

Tbelieve that at the root of our political crisis 
is a crisis of moral values, a crisis of truth and 
justice. Civil authority must be held morally 
accountable. Denouncing immorality in public 
service and reminding public officials of the 
moral aspects of leadership are part of the 
church people's mission to preach the truth. 

“Men and women have the specific duty to 
move always towards truth, to respect it and 
bear responsible witness to it.” (Compendium 
ofthe Social Doctrine of the Church No. 198) 

—ROLANDO SALON, 
rogards 06@yahoo.com 


Injudicious statement 


CHIEF JUSTICE ARTEMIO PANGANIBAN'S 
comment about the unconstitutionality of the 
death penalty is premature and ethically ques- 
tionable. (“SC Chief Justice: Death penalty is 
unconstitutional,” PDI, 4/26/06) 

As chief justice, he should refrain from issu- 
ing legal opinions on cases that are not before 
the court. But he seems to have forgotten the 
doctrine against the issuance of advisory opin- 
ions by any judicial body on an issue not sub- 

mitted for its decision. 

As the head of the highest court of the 


Philippines, he should refrain from basking in 
the political limelight and just keep his legal 
, opinions to litigated decisions. Chief Justice 


Panganiban should act and speak like the Chief 
Justice of the Philippine Supreme Court. 


j JERICHO REMITIO, 
1 jerichor@hotmail.com 
IF you have any complaints, grievances or 
suggestions about the treatment of news and 
photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the 
į | Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mas- 
cardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to 
3 | Nos. 897-4793, 897-4794, or e-mail reader- 
| | sadvocate@ inquirercom.ph 
Writers of letters to the editor are requested 
3 | แอ include their complete address and telephone. 
or pager number or e-mail address for verifica- 
tion purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any 


letter unless such information is supplied. 
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ACROSS THE NATION 
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By Hazel P. Villa 
Noilo City 


BROAD ALLIANCE OF EN- 
vironmental activists in Ne- 
gros Occidental raised fears 

of environmental pollution after 
sending an investigative mission to 
the southern city of Sipalay, site of 
confirmatory drillings of Colet Min- 
ing Development Corp. (CMDC). 

Defend Patrimony-South Negros said it 
visited sitio Dung-1, Barangay Manlucahoc in 
Sipalay on April 5-7 and found that the 200- 
hectare deposit area of the planned open-pit 
mine of CMDC "revealed a frightening sce- 
nario.” 

CMDC, however, said the claims of envi- 
ronmental destruction were “fantastic” be- 
cause its confirmatory drilling activities were 
minimal. 

According to the Mines and Geosciences 
Bureau regional office in Iloilo City, CMDC 
has a Mineral Production Sharing Agreement 
(MPSA) of 2,901.8040 hectares for copper 
and other minerals in Sipalay, about 155 km 
south of Bacolod City. It is currently undertak- 
ing confirmatory drillings within the MPSA 
area in Barangays Manlucahoc and Nabulao. 
High acidity 

In an official statement released on April 8, 
Defend Patrimony said that although CMDC 
is still at the final stage of its exploration, “the 
headwaters of the Montoboy and Caiwanan 
creeks that join the Sipalay River register an 
extremely high level of acidity of 3.2 pH, far 
from the normal 7 pH." 

“These creeks are almost dead, inhos- 
pitable to living creatures. The waters of the 
creek are reddish and coconut trees are dying 
along the banks of the creek. A hectare of rice 
land was covered by siltation from explo- 
ration drilling sites,” said the statement. 

Defend Patrimony is an alliance of environ- 
mental activists that include the party-list 
group Bayan Muna, Mapisan Farmers Federa- 
tion, Negros Concern for Environmental Pro- 
tection, Paghidaet sa Kauswagan Develop- 
ment Group, Builder Inc., Iglesia Filipina In- 
dependiente, Binhi Foundation Inc., National 
Federation of Sugar Workers, and the Kilu- 
sang Magbubukid ng Pilipinas. 

Its probe team was led by Fr. Ben Duran, 
chairperson of Defend Patrimony-South Ne- 
gros. Its members were mining engineer 
Efren Fabila; Greg Ratin, head of the social 
team: geologist Trixie Concepcion from De- 
fend Patrimony' national office; agronomist 
Dr. Chito Medina; forester Peter Benain, a for- 
mer researcher of the Department of Environ- 
ment and Natural Resources’ Environmental 
Research Bureau; and agriculturist Mike 
Medina, instructor on Environmental Science 
at the Trinity College. 

The mission claimed that once CMDC oper- 
ated its open-pit mine at Lepanto Mountain, 
Montoboy and Caiwanan creeks, the headwa- 
ters of Sipalay River would be covered by 
mine waste and some 100 ha of rich irrigated 
rice fields would be destroyed. 

Gregg Ratin, secretary general of Defend 
Patrimony, quoted residents of Manlucahoc as 
saying that CMDC's drillings started in August 
last year and was supposed to end in Decem- 
ber, but this was extended. 

"Colet Mines is supposed to drill 36 holes 
but as of our visit, they have drilled about 20 
holes and might start operations anytime this 
year" said Ratin in a telephone interview 
Tuesday night. 

“all of the farms downstream will also be 
heavily silted. Toxic effluents of mining oper- 
ations will pollute the whole Sipalay River 
system. The rich rice lands of Patag Dung 
will be destroyed and the construction of Co- 
let Mines ancillary facilities will dislocate its 
439 residents who have no clear alternative 
livelihood to their present productive farm- 
ing," read the statement. 

Tt is not only the farming areas that will be 
affected by the operations of Colet Mines, said 
Defend Patrimony, but also the city’s rich ma- 
tine ecosystem that won the Hiyas ng Tourism. 
Best Diving Site Award from the Department. 
of Tourism this year. 


Fantastic claims 

“all their (environmental activists) claims 
are fantastic,” said Lincoln Rex Drilon, vice 
president for environment and community 
support of JD Muyco and Associates, consul- 
tants of CMDC. 

In a telephone interview, Drilon said 
CMDC's confirmatory drillings had nothing at 
all to do with the claimed pollution in the 
Montoboy and Caiwanan creeks because the 
drilling activities were minimal. 

“The acidity level also has nothing at all to 
do with the drilling. The high acidicy level is 
there because of the high mineral content in 
the area, Some dead flora and fauna is a natu- 
ral occurrence because of the high mineral 
content,” added Drilon, a first cousin of Sen. 
Franklin Drilon. 

"Today, there is no way that you can have 
development projects without conscience. 


INQUIRER visayas 


SIPALAY MINING PROJECT 


No way," said Drilon. 

He said CMDC was strictly following envi- 
ronmental provisions of the Mining Act of 
1995 by shelling out 10 percent of its initial 
capital expenditures for the mining project 
that will go to environment-related activities 
and two percent of operating costs for sup- 
port of the community. 

‘The Mining Act states that mining contrac- 
tors and operators should allocate a mini- 
mum of one percent from their direct mining 
and milling costs for the development of the 
host, neighboring communities and mine 
camp, as well as to promote the general wel- 
fare of inhabitants in the area. 

“Just think, 10 percent of $20 million will 
go tofénvironmental mitigation with a council 
made up of stakeholders who have a say on 
how to manage their environment,” said 
Drilon. 

As for claims that a huge swath of Sipalay 
will be affected by CMDC operations, Drilon 
said the company would be mining only 100 
ha of the 2,901.8040 ha in its MPSA. 

"Why should we waste our time and money 
in areas where there are minimal minerals?" 
hesaid. 

Among other things, CMDC has been do- 
ing biological resource management since 
December and was identifying indigenous 
tree species for reforestation in Sipalay for 
a nursery that it started this year, Drilon 
said 

"We plan to reforest even before we oper- 
ate. Our dream is [for] the mines [to] be a 
model for sustainable development,” he 
added 


MGB support 

The MGB regional office defended CMDC 
in an official statement dated April 9, or two 
days after the environmental activists investi- 
gation mission. 

“Contrary to popular belief, the whole area 
covered by the mining claim will not be mined 
but it is imperative to subject a bigger area to 
exploration if investors have to know the fea- 
sibility of a mining project,” read the MGB 
statement authorized by Regional Director 
Reynaldo M. Deveyra. 

The bureau said that for confirmatory 
drillings alone, CMDC, which has an operat- 
ing agreement with Hinobaan Holdings 
Philippines Inc., invested P26.87 million. 

It added that CMDC still had to submit an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) re- 
port to the DENR after it has completed the 
exploration stage (that includes confirmatory 
drillings). 

The MGB did not directly address the issue 
related to the pollution brought about by 
CMDC's confirmatory drillings but said it had 
been regularly monitoring its exploration ac- 
tivities to ensure compliance with the Envi- 
ronmental Work Program (EWP). 

The EWP spells out the environmental ac- 
tivities that the company shall undertake to 
address the impact of its exploration activi- 
ties, ifthere are any. 

The MGB did not give other details related 
to the EWP but cited that it had “institutional- 
ized stringent measures to ensure the compli- 
ance of mining contractors/operators with in- 
ternationally accepted standards of environ- 
mental management.” 

Western Visayas, said MGB, was included 
in the governments 24 major mining project 
areas in the next five to six years because of its 
mineral deposits, specifically in the mineral- 
rich district of southwestern Negros Occiden- 
tal. 

The revitalization of the country's mineral 
industry is expected to generate $8 billion for 
the government with copper among the 
Philippines? major mineral reserves, said the 


bureau, quoting Environment Secretary An- 
gelo T. Reyes. 

Defend-Patrimony-South Negros said 
Sipalay was facing a repeat of the mining di- 
saster caused by the operations of Maricalum 
Mining Corp., which closed in 2002 after ope- 
rating for 45 years, and Philex Mining Corp., 
which operated from 1994 to 2000. 

Ratin said the tailings ponds of the two 
mining firms spilled over several times in re- 
cent years and destroyed parts of the Sipalay 
River and its creeks and tributaries, as well as 
more than 400 ha of rice fields. 

Residents around the mining sites also suf- 
fered toxic dermatitis and acute respiratory 
infections from gas emitted from the mine 
tailings, he claimed. ๓ 

Drilon said CMDC would construct some 
dams that will act as filters before water from the 
mines went into the rivers and other waterways. 


AN ENVIRONMENTAL 
mission team inspects 
the Montoboy and 
Caiwanan creeks, 
Dung-l, Barangay 
Manlucahoc, Sipalay. 
These creeks are 
almost dead, not 
hospitable to living 
creatures. At right isa 
map showing Sipalay 
town in Negros 
Occidental. 
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Editor Jun Bandayrel 
Bureau Chief Edralyn L. Benedicto 


Bacolod: 
Negros 


Negras 
Oriental 


ENROLL NOW! 
for the 
PASTORAL 


BIBLICAL 


STUDIES PROGRAM 


A BIBLE STUDY COURSE 
designed for the formation, 
educston, raring, & ongoing 
formaton of tey/rehpous men 
& women, teachers, and intrested 
๓ ส ค ง วี น ร ไร in the eld of Bical Studies. 


The program wil provide the 
fundamental frameworks 
of technical & popular study 
of the bibl, and wi aso help the 
อ ล ก อ ม อ ก แร develop skits เก the prais 
"f bbcal evangelization, 


Classes Start 
JUNE 17, 2006 
Every Saturday 9:00am to 1200no0n. 


PROFESSORS: 

Licetistes in Bea! Theology à Sacred Scriptures 

F. Nendo Goorin, CMF F. Leander Barot. OAR 
Rando Piores, SYO. Fr Melano Viuya. MJ 


For further details contact > Jaymee or Bing 
CLARET PASTORAL BIBLE CENTER 
'826 Tandang Sora Ave. ulat UP. P.O Box 4 
Diman. 1101 Quezon City 
Tels (02) 921-8587 loc. 254 » 932-0343 to 45 


New Arellano Lawyers! 


4. ABADILLA. Darwin P. 
2. ABALOS-SAHAGUN, Ma. Christina V. 

ABELA, Waher L. 
ABRAHAM, Marie Glen A. 
AGUSTIN, Rowell G. 
“ALMARIO, Abigal F. 
ANDRADE, Janice L. 
ARAO. Mayumi Mtl L. 
ARNESTO, Salvador T 
ATIENZA, Johween O. 
BADIOLA, Dorcas T 
BALASBAS, Che P. 
BALDERAMA, Cherrie G. 
BALMES. Ruby Charina O. 
BAQUERFO, Regal A. 
BAQUIRAN, Vener S. 
BARRALES, Harey V. 

18. BARRERA Jr.. Joselito L. 
BAUTISTA, Maricar T 
BERIRA, Antonette C. 
BIACORA Marjorie G. 
BUENAVENTURA, Shalemar H. 
CABALSI, Brando C. 
CABANACAN, Julene Raymond A. 
CACAO. Marioon A. 
CALDERON, Ma. Fionna S. 
CALE, Alona J. 

Erwin N. 


CAPARAS-MAOG, Ma. Elena D. 
CAPARROS, Erwin M. 
CARANDANG, John Quincy D. 

. CHAN-TE , Ma. Jhoanna C. 
CHUA, Richard Nel 5. 
CHUNPENG, Toni Teslanie. 
CLAMOR, Joel M. 

. CLOMA, Angelica B. 
CRISOSTOMO, Anna May H. 
CRUZAT, Jojo C. 

CUARESMA, Abigall Justina M. 
CUARTERO, Erwin D. 
DAGUISO, Alejandro C. 

DE CLARO, Norell C, 

44. DE LEON, Ariya S. 

45. DE LEON, Khrystynn Cyd Rhia G. 

48. DE LEON, Liezel C. 


The new Arellano lawyers will be feted ín a testimonial celebratior 


Thanksgiving Mass at 4:00 p.m. 


DELANTAR ur. Reynaldo C. 
DELOS SANTOS, Rovirica C. 
DY BUCO, Christopher S. 


) ESCALONA, Mark Vincent Z. 


ESTOPIA, Maria Rovi D. 
ESTRELLA, Julius James C. 
EVANGELISTA, Michael J. 


FERNANDEZ, Erika Kathryn B. 


FERNANDEZ, Lina G. 
FERRER Jr, Emmanuel S. 
FRIVALDO, Florence D. 
FRONDOZO, Cherry V. 
GACHE, Mary Joy J. 
GARCES, Orbil B. 


|. GASCON Jr, Basilio D. 


GAYOS, Ana Maritta C. 
GIGANTE, Kathioon B. 
GONZALBO, Staphen D. 
GRAPILON, 
HERNANDEZ, 
HERNANDEZ. 

ITE, Anal 

JAPOS. 

JAVIER, 

"JIMENEZ, Maria Karla P. 
JOSON, Joseph Abor P. 
LABAO, Josson @. 
LAYDA, Witam Victor L. 


LAZO-FAVIS, Roselle Antonette P. 


LIBIRAN, Christian Dave S. 
LILAGAN, Ma. Severina V. 
LINA, Janelyn A. 

LOCK. Jonathan Honorato D. 
LUCERO, Angelique S. 
LUNGAY-REYES, Etholisa P. 
MADAMBA, Rogelio 
MADRONA Jr, Severo C. 
MALOLES, Raquel M. 
MANUEL, Rochelle S. 

MAOG, Duke Thaddeus R. 


|, MARALLAG-CAJUCOM, Ma. Elona T. 


MARANAN, Roy A. 
MARASIGAN, Allan Sly M. 
MARTINEZ, Rodolfo P. 
MATEO, Ricardo G. 


R.S.V.P. Amy Montealegre, Telephone No. 


STILL ACCEPTING APPLICANTS 


TELEPHONE Nos.: (632) 404-3089 to 93 


จ ะ . 
sa, 


MENDIETA, Arnaldo C. 
MENDOZA, Hila P. 
MISA-TAN, Maricar O. 
MOYA-MANUEL, Melody O. 
MUÑOZ, Marie Michelle D. 
OBCIANA, Porta A. 
OGSIMER, Chester P. 
ORQUIOLA, Dosiree Gertude G. 
PALISOC, Janice V. 
PANGILINAN-CANLAPAN, Christine V. 
PAREDES I, Coferino Dino D. 
PASILIAO, Neplhalie D. 
| PELAYO, Mario Josephine Angell P. 
PEREZ, Bar 
PETATE, Ces: 
IMENTEL Ill, Ceasar G. 
PRADO, Wiheimina L 
PUNZALAN, Paulo B. 
QUINTOS, Cheryl E. 
RAZON, Ma. Razell M. 
REBATO, Maria Karon B. 
REY MATIAS, Aurora V. 
RIBAYA-GERONIMO, Filipina D. 
ROBLEDO, Roderick P. 
RODRIGUEZ, Josyl T. 


SORIANO, Andrew R. 
SY, Frederick Howard L. 
TAEZA, Mariote S. 
TAJONERA, lan C. 

TAN, Joel A 

“TAN, Ma, Pilar Concepcion G. 
‘TARO, Marianne A. 

TATEL, May T. 


TOMELDEN, Victori T. 
TRESVALLES, Anthony Noel C. 
TURLA, Alleen O. 

i UTULO, Edelmar M. 
133. VALERO, Angel Chona Grace |. 
|. VELICARIA, Genevieve E. 

135. VERGARA, Maria Dela T 

4138. VILLASIS, Anthony E. 

187, ZIGA-GARCIA, Diano Valerie V, 


in on Saturday, May 6, 2006 after the 


t the Arellano Law Complex along Taft Avenue comer Menlo Street, 
404-3089 Local 31 


FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2006-2007 


URL: http:/www.arellanolaw.odu 


x 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ^. SATURDAY, MAY 6,2006: : 
EZ2 SUERTRES a i 


E-mail: pr_provincial_news@inquirer.com.ph MEGALOTTO 6/45 


Ja 1 orossthe NATION a35. 


FOUR DIGIT ..7) 133 143 NO) Text us your eedbac inquirer atn namaageldky message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) Assistant Editor Tony Bergonia P4,902,946.20 


E] 


Bishop Cruz: Jueteng” back for polls - 


By Christian V. Esguerra. Jueteng has returned with the 

government-sponsored — Small 
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP LEADING A kde re IRI. 
campaign against "jueteng" said he was con- ` Described by critics as a legal- 


i i ized version of jueteng, the STL 
vinced the illegal numbers game has returned to PE peen heavily criticized by 
help finance the campaign kitty of some politi- church leaders. 


ians i > i Archbishop Paciano Aniceto of 
cians in next year's elections. oo eee 
“Not far from now is the envi- in Regions land 2, Tarlac, Zam- op Socrates Villegas of Balanga, 
sioned 2007 elections,” Lin- bales, Pampanga, Bulacan, Bataan issued statements saying 
gayen-Dagupan Archbishop Os- Cavite, Batangas, Quezon, and they didn't want the numbers game 
car Cruz said in a statement. “Itis Camarines Sur. anywhere in their jurisdiction. 
not surprising at all that jueteng Cruz said the report even in them, Cruz, who used to 
isonce again back in business.” ^ named people running the show fight a lonely battle against gam- 
‘Cruz, leader of the Krusadang in these provinces, including the bling, found outspoken allies. 
Bayan Laban sa Jueteng, did not so-called “payola coordinators.” Cruz yesterday vented his ire on 
name any politician supposedly He did not make the names avail- people running jueteng operations. 
dipping his finger in the multibil- able, though. "Only individuals who are 
lion-peso underground lottery. “Like a cat with proverbial nine shameless, callous and the scourge 
Buta look backat sworn state- lives, jueteng in this country of society could have the gall to be 
ments in the Senate jueteng in- keeps coming back like a bad jueteng principals," he said. 
vestigations last year suggested dream," he said. "Those who surreptitiously back 
that “jueteng money was used to “Those in power and influence them up are even greater liabilities 
make a difference in the 2004 na- stop it at will for a reason, and at to society. As all of them occupy a 
tional elections,” he said. will, likewise have it resumed for special place of dishonor here and 
Citing reports from his group's purpose. At one time it is even- now, theirs must also be a distinct 
62 chapters nationwide, the arch- tually all gone. After some time, it level of condemnation hereafter 
bishop said jueteng was "slowly is surprisingly slowly but surely and beyond—irrespective of their 
but surely invading” all provinces back.” belief and value system.” 


NO WAR DANCE 

Kalinga natives perform a dance that the 
province's governor, Dominador Belac Sr., 
refuses to call awar dance to erase the 
province's image as a region of tribal conflicts, 
‘The recent Ith Foundation Day of Kalinga 
focused instead on daily agricultural ife, 


SUBIC BAY YACHT CLUB Camp teaches 


In accordance with the provisions of its Articles of incorporation and By-laws, the Board of Directors of Subic Bay Yacht Club Inc., has approved 


€ , 
for auction the membership shares corresponding to the following membership share number and stock certificate numbers due to the sex ener 
delinquency in their payments of their outstanding obligations to the Club: 


INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS CORPORATE MEMBERS 


Cu ซ่ eu pa zm E = | sans religion 


Cert. No. Cert. No. Cert. No. Cert. No. Cert. No. Cert. No. 

10854 000729 001350 001335 003280 000755 001473 

0168 000058 000141 001323 001440 000256 001252 BAGUIO. CITY. 
0627 000364 000910 001508 001279 000277 000415 Baguio summer has= 
0097 000990 000891 001167 003161 000775 003430 drawn children due as 
c Es E bong e Eun L MESSIS 
10884 001304 001461 001232 002059 001485 000439 คา: 
0423 000355. 001182 001322 000669 001284 001475 as the weather. 

0186 000145 001575 001292 000572 001203 001392 But a unique sum- 

0136 000147 001813 000114 001523 000895 001313 ชร 

0140 000157 001038 000771 000951 001415 003439 p 

0855 000778 001190 000403 001214 001090 001489 been attracting par- 

0254 000245 003340 001333 002060 000913 001110 ents because it helps 

1887 001627 000739 000835 001171 001632 001194 their children under- 

1432 001026 001509 003145 000075 002826 001930 ก 

1464 001545 001055 000699 000715 000826 002829 and sers: s 
1517 003316 000030 001530 000057 001255 003400 The North Luzon Center for Pranic Healing 
[ ZEE 1 00869 001408 000199 abiso eg || a epic 
0733 000030 201580 200378 200118 000507 aig || years old, the concepts of sexual energies ina. 
0795 003168 000017 000559 000551 002905 001469 two-day pilot camp sponsored by a medical 
0886 00886 001443 Er] 001032 001402 003440 drug firm. The lectures sought to help them 
0891 00085: 001317 000: 003172 003317 001604 

0952 000625 001077 000540 003348 002817 003373 understand sexuality and to learn to respect. 
0958 000636 001172 001132 000108 000984 003173 the process of reproduction. A 
[-] 000563 000714 001494 003088 000823 002132 Faith Sawey, the camp's teacher and a 
1045 -000623 3311 001336 003169 000788 000870 “master” i j 

1143 003319 001340 001315 001558 001104 Té s the Pranic HNO Paan ot 
1147 001169 000932 000110 003307 001565 the Philippines, said pranic healing's defini- 
1249 000991 000722 000481 002075 000725 tion of sex and the sexual act has attracted 
Q029 000062 001434 000024 001343 203371 both mainstream and radical advocates of 
0197 000125 001000 001615 000749 003165 population control because it teaches sexuali- 
0221 000113 000905 000879 003171 001099 ty without the baggage of religion. 2 
0238 900247 901783 oo 200036 ooe 5 003416 The Catholic Church has objected to aggressive 
256 248 1516 1297 13278 1246 001514 anik 
0304 000359 001191 001296 000847 000511 003358 ree pii paga p aan 

0424 000191 000085 000872 001611 000615 003344 birth control measures, It also frowns upon 
0488 000494 003132 001128 000173 001886 001280 sex education that discusses these methods. 

1148 001018 201120 000176 000535 201269 0591856 ร ร ศร 
1433 001133 003350 000894 000425 001089 003422 school in Metro Manila, said nongovernment, 
0745 000733 000745 000666 000837 001338 001281 organizations have been asking about pranic 


vua 000138 003157 001386 201007 001417 000827 healing concepts when they realized that its 
1 ม jl 001011 9011 00161 001791. i i 
0152 000144 000612 000217 001505 003178 000510 teachings about sex are nondenominational. 


0708 001213 000564 000527 003357 000862 001053 Pranic healing was popularized by Chinese- 
Na 991863 Ed 200522 000989 001797 001474 Filipino Choa Kok Sui in 1987, and gained some’, 
34 a7 31 62 001393 003425 no 
0214 000227 000401 000327 001924 001465 003394 mai gal พ 
0919 001081 001798 000902 000556 003415 000454 Pranic healing assumes that the human 
0153 000038 001230 001295 003411 000785 001116 body's natural aura, or spiritual energies, has, 
0259 pai 901897 001359 001506 903323 203441 the capacity to heal itself, so healers are 
0255 3352 n07 3158 791 001101 à 1 
1353 001435 000555 003131 000020 001341 000758 trained to remove damaged energies from the 
1486 001378 001180 000915 000546 003313 003141 body by replacing them with fresh spiritual , 
1455 001383 001071 002812 003320 000371 001573 energies. 
T 001138 001498 001175 000483 001339 003423 
0439 000877 001921 000225 000698 000588 000917 At the camp on Tuesday, Sawey taught a 
E23] 000626 001024 202058 001045 000408 000017. || group of children and teeners that "sex is not, 
0679 000987 003312 001363 001352 001487 000967 bad” because "sexual energy is the fertilizer 
01732 001633 000868 001935 000336 60921 003175 ‘900408 for higher energies. 
0963 000566 001634 001504 000196 = C0674 000473 001902 opel ag TY 
1098 000642 000115 001138 00682 coset 000222 001125 She taught the group yoga exercises that 
0192 000148 001332 001589 001334 Cosas 001242 001247 ‘would help them transform their sexual ener- 


0182 000056 000692 000868 C1389 001466 001022 giesto other chakra (a Sanskrit term that refers, 
E 601258 pr 5 ก = to centers of aura in the body that vitalzes life). 
0761 001349 001270 F—] 000580 00608 For example, sexual urgesin the sacrum (or* 
1237 001225 001364 61811 003120 000297 sexual chakra) can be routed to a higher 
E pos e kos (pini LO chakra like the throat, which Sawey describes 
0477 000513 001229 Sores 200579 ir] as representative of "higher creativity" or the; 


0766 000938 000886 Coses 000252 001091 forehead that prescribes "dynamic intelli- 
p 001152 001762 Ei 991479 002831 | gence” 

0014 00261 kao 0027 001185 โอ 
0483 000370 000121 gns 001571 001260 Ordinarily child of eight should be able to 


‘0080 000930 000712 E] 001568 001476 grasp this concept, Sawey said, but the 
0448 001107 001409 61419 001309 003250 Baguio camp is trying to determine whether 


“The minimum bidis set at Two Hundred Thousand Pesos (P200,000.00) for individual The complete Rules Governing the Auction of Delinquent Shares are avaliable at the ศา ร aomi 
Membership share and Four Hundred Thousand Pesos (P400,000.00) for Corporate Membership Services Department. ว mina beg e 
Membership share. Translar and entanes feos of Fily Thousand Pesos The auction proper shallbe held on May Z2, 2006 at 10:00 a.m ai the Mezzanine Sawey sad the Pranic Healing Foundation 
(ps0 p000 japak he PN ne en ee Floor, Robinson Summit Center, Bldg. 6783, Ayala Ave, Makati Cit, had been conducting workshops around 
#po bida ba receive or itha winning bidder aa to pay Iba mount tie For fer Ingres lease contact ie ce (end No. 83t. |. ME Manila schools for three years now, and 
Within 24 hours after the bidding, the Club may in แร discretion appropriate the 424 or the Membership Services Department al 844-8777, (047) 252-5211. aaa pro curiae. 
Shara itself in the amount equivalent o the outstanding obligation of tho member à a. 
plus interest, penalties and other charges. in the event that the Club refuses to (Sad) ATTY. CANDIDO R. FLOR But teaching children is daunting, she said. 
‘exercise said right the auction procedure may be repeated from time to lime at d Corporea Secretary Despite Sawey's teaching background, she 
the discretion of the Membership Committee until the share of stock is sold. ed had to break off one lecture when the children's 
(Article X Sec. 1. of the By-Laws) eoi-Msyo 2009) | atentionbegantoshift. Vincent Cabreza, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau 
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IBP see 


By Jhunnex Napallacan 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


CEBU CITY—THE INTEGRATED BAR 
of the Philippines (IBP) Cebu City 
chapter has asked the Cebu City Police 
Office (CCPO) to provide security to six 
lawyers who volunteered to serve as 
private prosecutors of the parricide 
case against cult leader Ruben Ecleo Jr. 
Lawyer Alex Tolentino, the chap- 
ter's president, wrote on Thursday to 
CCPO chief Supt. Melvin Gayotin to 
ask for police protection for the 
lawyers after two of them received 
threats through text messages. 
Tolentino identified the lawyers 
who received the threatening text 
messages as Necitas Ybafiez and Gina 
Co. The other private prosecutors are 
Fritz Quifianola, Kit Enriquez, Demo- 
crito C. Barcenas and Alfredo Sipalay. 
Tolentino said he believed the 


udeross. 
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the NATION 
tight security 
for lawyers in Ecleo case 


of killing his wife Alona Bacolod 
Ecleo in 2002, because the messages 
were received aftet Cebu Regional 
Trial Court Judge Geraldine Faith 
Econg ordered a medical reexamina- 
tion of Ecleo, who was freed on a P1- 
million bail in 2004 to undergo heart 
tests. 

Econg ordered a reexamination to 
determine if Ecleo was really sic 

Econg also ordered that additional 
pieces of evidence against Ecleo be 
admitted. 

‘Tolentino said the people behind 
the text messages could be educated 
because the text messages were in 
English and well written. 

Tolentino said the threats also ap- 
peared to be serious and the IBP 
could not afford to be complacent, es- 
pecially after the previous private 
prosecutor, lawyer Arbet Sta. Ana 
Yongco, was killed inside her house in 
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cutors are warned riot to attend the 
next hearing of the (Ecleo) case on, 
May 12," Tolentino said. 

The three text messages were both 
received by Ybafiez and Co on May 1. 
The first two came in an interval of 
justa few minutes while the third one 
came almost four hours later. 

One message read: "Your life is in 
my hands, u are encircled with my 
goons, I pity u, u must be ready every- 
time u go out, especially going in 
court, think not a joke." 

Another, said: "ok u look outside. 
somebody is watching u, u try to go 
out and somebody tailing u, and wait- 
ing 4 a good target, น must be d mice 
andwed CATS.” 

The third message read: "Were sure 
itsu, were ghost, we can see u, u don't 
see us, u must be ready 2 see st peter, u 
know when you die baby..u must re- 
frain attending our next hearing.” 


| Get total 
termite 
protection 


uu casum. 
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threats were related to the parricide 2004. 


case against Ecleo, who was accused 


LABOR DAY protesters demand wage 
increases of as high as P125 in Davao City and 


P75 in some parts of the Visayas. 
ING GONZALESPO MINDANAO BUREAU 


W. Visayas 
workers seek 
P75 wage hike 


BACOLOD CITY—THREE LABOR GROUPS 
filed a petition for a P75 across-the-board 
wage increase at the Regional Tripartite Wages 
and Productivity Board in Western Visayas. 

The petition cites rising prices of fuel and ba- 
sic commodities as basis for the wage increase. 
demand, said Carlos Boteros, Department of 
Laborand Employment regional director. 

‘The petitioners were the National Congress 
of Unions in the Sugar Industry of the Philip- 
pines, Congress of Independent Organiza- 
tions and the Philippine Agricultural, Com- 
mercial and Industrial Workers Union, all be- 
longing to the Trade Union Congress of the 
Philippines (TUCP). 

Boteros said the wage board members had 
deliberated on the petition and had asked the 
Department of Trade and Industry for price. 
levels and economic data in Western Visayas 
to aid them in deciding whether or not to 
grant the petition. 

The wage board will meet again this month 
to deliberate on the petition. 

"There are implementing guidelines that 
we cannot disturb a wage order issued within. 
a period of 12 months unless there are super- 
vening conditions that exist," Boteros said. 

The last wage order was issued on June 18 

"last year, increasing by P15 the minimum wages 
of private sector workers in Western Visayas. 

Boteros, however, said only 75 percent of 
businesses in the region were complying with 
the wage order. 

He said economic difficulties also resulted 
in the retrenchment of some workers. 

But Boteros said figures showed that as of 
October 2005, the employment rate in West- 
ern Visayas was 94.3 percent, higher than the 
national figure of 92.6 percent. 

In the Autonomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao, Gov. Zaldy Ampatuan ordered a re- 
view and possible issuance of a new wage or- 
der for workers in the private sector. 

Tn his Labor Day message, Ampatuan said 
he recognized the need for additional wages. 

A daily wage earner in the most impover- 
ished region in the country is taking home 
P180 a day, way below workers in Central 
Mindanao and other administrative regions. 

"There's a need to review it so we can de- 
termine how much an increase would be and 
whether the employers could afford it,” Am- 
patuan said. 

The governor said paying workers justly 
and fairly would make them productive that 
would eventually lead to more profits on the 
part of employers. 

Lawyer Oscar Sampulna, ARMM executive 
secretary, said Ampatuan has scheduled a meet- 
ing with the business community and business 
leaders in the ARMM. Carla P Gomes, PDI 
Visayas Bureau and Edwin O. Fernandez, PDI 
Mindanao Bureau 


“It appears that the private prose- 


All these text messages came from 
cellular number 09182963804. 
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Village exec, wife slain 
COTABATO CITY—A village chair and his wife were killed in an ambush 
along the Narciso Ramos Highway in Barira, Maguindanao on Monday. Po- 
lice said Mantua Iram, 42, barangay chair of Bayanga, Barira, and his wife 
Dacungan, 38, died from multiple bullet wounds. The couple, aboard ล fami- 
Iy-owmed jeep, was on their way to this city when gunmen wayiaid them, 
said Senior Supt. Akmad Mamalinta, police chief of the Autonomous Region 
in Muslim Mindanao. Mamalinta said the killing could be personal or may be 
related to a family feud, which is common among Moro inhabitants of 
Maguindanao and Lanao del Sur. 

Charlie C. Señase, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Bandits killed in Davao Sur 
DIGOS CITY—A bandit leader in Jose Abad Santos, Davao del Sur died 
when an angry follower shot him on April 29, police reports said. The sus- 
pect. Aki Tablingon, aiso decapitated Nario Ambong, 35. leader of a bandit 
Group operating in Jose Abad Santos and Glan in Sarangani province. Jose 
Abad Santos police chief Insp. Charlie Merca said they learned of the kiling 
only when Tablingon surrendered to the police on May 2. He brought Am- * 
bong's head when he yielded. Investigators said Tablingon became furious 
after his brother Bledo died in an encounter with the military. Merca said the 
suspect blamed Ambong for his brother's death. 

Eidie S. Aguire, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Drug pusher dead in Davao 
DAVAO CITY—A suspected drug pusher was killed in Talomo district here 
when he tried to shoot an undercover agent on Tuesday, the Philippine Drug 
Enforcement Agency (PDEA) in Southern Mindanao said. Supt. Wikins Vil- 
lanueva, PDEA regional chief, said Julius Gonzaga, described to be in his 
early 30s, was being arrested for possession of shabu. Gonzaga, police 
said, drew a handgun and tried to shoot the policeman, according to Vil- 
lanueva. Other police officers immediately fired at Gonzaga. Gonzaga died 
on the spot. "He belonged to the higher echelon of Ilegal drug pushers in 
the city,” Villanueva told the ! แ อ น เค ร ด . 

Dennis Jay Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


6inmates bolt jail 
SORSOGON CITY—Six more inmates escaped from the Sorsogon provin- 
ial jail early Saturday, an official of the jail facility said. The prisoners bolted 
jail by sawing off two window grilis inside their cel, provincial jail guard Ra- 
mon Caindec said. The escapees were identified as Noel Demesa of Bacon, 
Sorsogon City who is facing a murder case; Mike Arena of Daraga, Albay for 
car theft; Damiano Alimudin, Sorsogon City, murder; Christopher Liarena, 
Pilar, murder; Richard Baylon, Donsol, rape; and Arnel Halom, Casiguran, 
murder. Three inmates were also able to escape last month. 

Bobby Q. Labalan, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Bulusan watch 
SORSOGON CITY—The Philippine Insti- 
tute of Volcanology and Seismology 
(Phivolcs) warned of explosions in Mi. 
Bulusan anytime despite its seeming si- 
lence for the past three days. The 
Phivolcs issued the warning after a 
small eruption last Saturday (April 29). 
Ina bulletin issued Tuesday, Phivolcs 
asked residents around the volcano to 
keep off the 4-km danger zone as Bulu- 
san continued to show signs of erupt- 
เน บ ธา น เท อ พ ALERTAOONGUEZ ing. After the small eruption on Satur- 
day, Bulusan tell silent with steam plumes billowing 150 meters above its 
summit. The Phivolcs bulletin said only two volcanic quakes were recorded 
inthe past 24 hours. 
Bobby Q. Labalan, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Market administrator slain 
CAMP VICENT LIM, Laguna—An administrator of a public market in Cavite 
was shot dead by unidentified suspects along the Aguinaldo Highway in 
Imus, Cavite at dawn Tuesday. Chief Supt. Prospero Noble, Calabarzon po- 
lice director, identified the victim as Antonio Dy, 47, of Palace Athena, 
Barangay Anabu, Imus town. Noble said the victim was driving his tricycle 
to bring his wife to the public market in Coastal Road, Barangay Anabu 
when he was waylaid by gunmen in a van without a license plate. Noble said 
Dy died from two gunshot wounds in the body. 

Marion Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Woman dies in fire 
CEBU CITY—A 40-year-old widow was charred to death after a makeshift 
firecracker factory in Purok Judas Belt, Sitio Naga, Barangay Babag 2. Lapu- 
lapu City exploded at 4:22 p.m. on Tuesday. Marina Berdon, 40, a mother of 
two and resident of Sitio Naga, was cutting the wicks of a Judas Belt fire- 
cracker when it sparked and ignited other firecrackers and chemicals in a 
nearby drum. SFO1 Atilano Berido, investigator of the Lapulapu City Fire De- 
partment, sald Berdon died on the spot due to severe injuries and burns. 
The fire department placed the property damage at P4.000. Berido said the 
fire department ls coordinating with the police department and the family of 
Berdon to find out If the owner of the makeshift factory, Hideliza Batucan, 
could be charged criminally 

Jhunnex Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Group gets new members 
CAMP DIEGO SILANG, La Union—The provincial chapter of the Volunteers 
Against Crime and Corruption (VACC) was organized here on April 23 with 
atleast 17 members of families of victims of heinous crimes and politically 
motivated killings in the province as the group's initial members. Dante 
Jimenez, VACC chair, sald the group was organized to heip the victims' fam- 
Wes know thoir rights, to help them find Justice for thelr relatives and to se- 
cure protection for themselves. Earlier, the group told Jimenez that their 
cases were moving slowly. Polica said at east 17 people in La Union have 
been killed since the 2004 elections. 

Peter La. Julian, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


pakanin YA 


naapi | 


Solignum and Lentrek TC. 
Your total termite protection. 


Two of the most effective anti-anay solutions join forces to 


protect your home. 


SOLIGNUM Brown and Colourless Wood Preservative 
protects your home against anay, bukbok and fungi- 
from roof trusses to wall frames, and down to your flooring. 


LENTREK' TC Soil Termiticide forms a strong liquid barrier 
in the soil so termites can't invade from the ground up. 


Get the most effective 2-system anti-anay protection for 
your home - SOLIGNUM and LENTREK' TC. 


wm 


Solignum and Lentrek'TC are exclusively distributed by 


NG Jardine Distribution, Inc 
IN 222 Sen. Gil d. Puyat Avenue, Makati City 1200 


www.jardinedistribution.com 


[Mobile Broadband] 
With FAS DPA 


Enjoy Video Call, Video Streaming and Internet Browsing"! 


Get a FREE N70 now 
with Globe's Flexible Deals: 


Superior Content from a Superior Offer! 


Get a FREE N70 unit when you 

* Apply for a Plan 2500 or higher” 

+ Are a current subscriber outside the lock-in period on Plan 
2500 or higher” 
Are a current subscriber outside the lock-in period 
who upgrades to a Plan 2500 or higher” 
Are an existing Plan 2500 subscriber within the lock-in 
period" (with at least 12 months tenure since last reward 
or date of activation). Offer is not applicable to subscribers 
on Plan 1800 or lower. 


Broadband Browsing plus a Broader Connection! ”” 


Get 2 FREE N70 units when you 
Apply for a Plan 3500 with an extension plan 500 on the 
same date 
Are outside the lock-in period and currently a Plan 
3500 subscriber with an extension plan 500 
Are outside the lock-in period, currently a Plan 3500 
subscriber and will avail of an extension plan 500 
High Speed from a Low Deal! a 
Get an N70 unit at 0% interest with 3, 6, 12 or 18 months 
term 
* Open to new Prepaid subscribers and existing Postpald 
subscribers 
+ Maximum of 2 phone kits per subscriber only 


uso of a data card Is required for high-spoed Internot browsing 

additional 24-month lock-in porlod will apply 
*"additional 24 months on top of current lock-in period will apply 
"additional 48-month lock-in poriod will apply 

Check out selected Globe Business Centers and Hubs today 

and get 3G services with flexible deals like no other! 
For existing subscribers, call 211 or the 
Globe Hotline at 730-1000. 


Don't miss this limited one-week promo! 
From May 5 to 12, 2006 only. See flyers for more detalls. 


NOKIA pwede po, ang lakas mo sa Gl & 


Per DT-NOR Permit No. 1080, Serios ot 2006. 
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NBI agents uncover "mixed? “=== © 
cement hoard in Metro raids 
Adulterated materials threat to public safety 


By Tina G. Santos 


THE NATIONAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA- 
tion (NBI) seized P1.5-million worth of adul- p r m ANE 
terated cement following a series of raids on 
several establishments last week. 

NBI Intellectual Property Rights Division 
(IPRD) chief Jose Yap said the practice, popu- $ 5 
larly referred to as “buriki,” involves mixing 


๑ 
cement with limestone and other filling mate- | 
rials and placing them in sacks that were ei- 
ther stolen or carried fake labels. “The cement 


does not harden properly and poses a grave 
threat to public safety” Yap said. 

‘Armed with search warrants issued by the 
Manila Regional Trial Court Judge Antonio 
Eugenio Jz, bureau agents swooped down on 
Starbag Plastic Industries in Valenzuela City 
where they confiscated more than 150,000 
empty counterfeit bags and four rubber 
stamps used to imprint.fake labels on the 
sacks. 


Illegal hoard 

In another incident, 560 empty sacks, 139 
sacks of limestone and 15 sacks of “mixed” ce- 
‘ment were found stored at D4M Trading, a 
hardware store in Antipolo City last week. 

Over 70 empty sacks and a heavy-duty 
sewing machine used to create the bags were 
also seized in a sewing facility, also owned by 
DAM Trading, in Taytay City, the NBI said. 

Yap said the erring establishments were 
subjected to a two-month surveillance opera- 
tion before they conducted the raids with the 
help of Republic Cement Corp., Lafarge Hold- 
ings Inc. and Fortune Cement Corp., owners 
of the "Republic," "Phoenix" and "Continen- ล i EH t 
tal” trademarks. Charges of violation of the t Nokia 3120 df d. Nokia 6020 M 
intellectual property code are now bein 1: Nokia «1. j; Nokia i Sony Ericsson K300i 
raed against the owners of the establish || ' NOW FREE @ Plan 350" |: | -NOW FREE @ Plan 600" |' | FREE @ Plan 600. 
ments. With Jerald Uy, trainee ak © TeiBond, GPRS, MMS, JAWA-capable 3 —P( geh " 1 mera hs 

à e Camcorder lr dips up 1 50 seconds 
E MMS, Email 


Patient falls SK Us ssa NG a a F 
from hospital's ; 
third floor 


By Nancy C. Carvajal and Jocelyn R. Uy 


A 47-YEAR-OLD PATIENT AT THE LUNG CEN- 
ter of the Philippines (LCP) in Quezon City 
fell to his death from the hospital' third floor 
yesterday. 

The patient was identified as Alexander Es- 
pino Berenguer, a resident of Tondo, Manila. 

Dr. Rey Desales, LCP deputy administrator 
for medical services, told the Inquirer that 
Berenguer had been confined at the charity 
ward since May 1 for emphysema. 

^ was just informed that the patient had 
suicidal tendencies and had tried to commit 
suicide by slashing his wrist before he was 
brought here,” said Desales. 

A Witness said Berenguer jumped from the 
his room on the third floor. 

Before the incident, nurses were looking 
for Berenguer because he was not in his room. 
‘The nurses told police that they thought their 
patient had escaped because he had reported- 
ly told his wife that he wanted to go home. 


Rescue at Roxas 

Tn Pasay City, meanwhile, traffic on Roxas 
Boulevard was snarled for hours after a man 
threatened to jump from the roof of a two-sto- 


ry videoke bar on the East Service Road, near 1 Hurry to The Sun Shop nearest you! 
the corner of Gil Puyat Avenue, at around 2 Enjoy these benefits when you get a Sun Cellular postpaid line: 


Poly Perido, 27, stood on a protruding 4 © IDD Top Ten - US 10¢/min starting on the first minute to the Top 10 destinations U.S. (¥ainlond), Chin, Hong Kong, Coneda, , 
steel bar at the roof of the Bay Street Karaoke 1 Singapore, Thoilond, Malaysia, Brunei, Guem, Macau. ‘Simply call 200 or visit The Sun Shop to enroll 

Bar and kept rescuers at bay for about four เว ‘© Roaming service available with 150 operators in mere thon 80 destinations! Simply coll 202 (Roaming Hotline] to octivate. 
hours by threatening to jump. 4 DED < Unlimited chatting with Sun Wessengerl Text SUNIM to 2746. 

City police chief Senior Supt. Rosendo d 
Franco said Perido had fought with his wife 
before the incident. The Pasay City Rescue Nokia 3120" 

Team and members of the Special Weapons 1 TA Nokia 1600 
and Tactics Team immediately went to the Sony Ericsson K300i. 
scene to negotiate with Perido, 3 Nokia 6020” 4 

“But he was shooing us away. All he said Samsung X660 FREE 
was that he had a fight with his wife,” city po- Samsung E350 - 1750 
Na Rosendo Franco told the In- É Sony Ericsson W550i Pi 7000 

aha oy 

‘After a few hours, Perido jumped onto the 2 UL 21000 
establishments concrete signboard, a few ระ ธะ ระ ; 
feet below the roof, and then onto a nearby | When api lor your postpaid a big ved LD. end your latest compel bil E compris can vole, briag rot Bling nd Proof of Icona, 1 
ledge, where rescue workers brought him mete ee Med aam ia M Lo S pA Bana sn ens Poke Ga ah Be tS SAC SA Sn Sa 4 CELLULAR 
dour, He was taken to the Manila Sanitarium eee ntsc om s a es Nar Lo se Ss de S qu d gis Swi Le o S Da hn e y iste is 
later. 4 ia S Pen Sn SA obses RS Ban SA Lawa | Mayan it ada er i a Br Gh Aes Cb 

Franco said the the incident slowed traffic. meni E e 
along Roxas Boulevard and minor streets in onde = 
Pasay City because of "kibitzers in the area.” 
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groups want 
fare hike 


5 By Daxim L Lucas 


A COALITION OF VARIOUS 
: -transport groups is set to file a 
+ consolidated petition for a fare 
hike next week despite the Land 
Transportation and Franchising 
Regulatory Board's stand that it 
„+ wili not entertain any petition for 
, an increase until diesel prices hit 
-P35 per liter. 
| "Diesel fuel is now being sold 
{Lat P34.77 per liter,” said Vigor 
Mendoza, a lawyer who repre- 
sents the United Transport Coali- 
tion (UTC). "It is already a fore- 
gone conclusion that it will go 
higher than P35.” 

"The UTC is composed of the 
“country’s largest public trans- 
+, port groups, operators of buses 

land jeepneys plying the 
metropolis. 
jr The group did not say how 
5v. much it wanted, although the 
W;Philippine Confederation of 
Drivers and Operators-Alliance 
\ of Concerned Transport Organi- 
zation has a pending petition for 
a P1.50 fare hike for jeepneys. 


Know any 
"heroes on 
the road? 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


FILIPINO DRIVERS ARE GENER- 
ally perceived to be reckless, undis- 
ciplined and rude. But they need to 
be so, because driving in Metro- 
Manila's streets is not for the faint 
ofheart. 

Still, GoodYear Philippines, a 
top tire manufacturer, has 
launched a nationwide search for 

91 four highway heroes or “Bayani ng 

^"'Kalsada'—to honor drivers who 
have performed heroic acts of 

“courage, sacrifice and service while 
on the road 

ser’ “We are launching this search 

"because we want to change the 
+ perception of how people look at 
ilipino commercial drivers,” 
‘GoodYear marketing director Ron 
Castro said in an interview. 

"Those qualified to join are FX or 
taxi drivers, jeepney drivers, truck 

orhor bus drivers and drivers of pri- 

binvately-owned vehicles. 

+ + Nominations may be submitted 

«+ to all GoodYear Servitek and Tyre- 

*. pro outlets nationwide or at PO. 
Box 7260, Domestic Airport, Mani- 
la. 
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Transport A new look for Metro Manila's jeepneys. 


Color-coded PUJs set them apart from ‘colorum’ vehicles on the road 


COOL CUSTOMER 
A woman buys a block: 


of the month. 


daily high of 37 degrees Celsius. The weather bureau says 


from a vendor in a canteen in Manila, where the temperature hits a 
ill remain hot in the city until the end 
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Sleeping on the job? 


GRACE CARINGAL, WHO IS SLA- 
ted for assignment at the Cebu 
port as customs collector, has 
been diverted temporarily to the 
Subic Freeport. 

This is because the Cebu cus 
toms collector, Lourdes Man- 
gaoang, refuses to budge despite 
an order from her superiors reas- 
signing her to the Iloilo port. 

Mangaoang and another cus- 
toms collector, Ricardo So of the 
Manila International Container 
Port, who also refuses to obey a 
reassignment order from superi- 
ors, have obtained a temporary 
restraining order (TRO) from a 
court. 

The TRO will expire soon. 

Meanwhile, Caringal, while 
waiting for her Cebu reassign- 
ment order to be carried out, 
should not hibernate as she is 
faced with a big problem in her 
temporary assignment. 

Caringal's problem is the ram- 
pant smuggling of liquor and 
cigarettes at the Subic Freeport. 

A relative of her predecessor is 
allegedly behind the smuggling 
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activities, my sources say. 

Why do Collectors Man- 
gaoang and So refuse to obey 
orders for their transfer from 
their superiors? 

‘The two are reportedly not 
performing well in their pre- 
sent assignments. 

‘The answer is so obvious on- 
ly an idiot would not know the 
reason behind the transfer. 

Let’s talk some more about cus- 
toms. 

Two alleged women smug- 
glers at their piers are using the 
name of a Cabinet official so 
their cargoes will not be inspect- 
ed and will not be given high 
valuation. 


My customs sources say these 
two women have temporarily 
taken over from a notorious 
smuggler who allegedly acted as 
a front for a brother-sister smug- 
gling team. 

The siblings are lying low at 
the moment, but my spies say 
they will soon be back with a 
vengeance. 

Customs agents and police- 
men raided Thursday ware- 
houses inside a compound in 
Tondo, Manila. 

The compound housed sever- 
al warehouses believed to be 
the source of smuggled and 
fake items sold in the malls. 

Those smuggled goods 
could not have been taken out 
of customs bonded warehous- 
es and the piers if customs in- 
telligence agents were doing 
their job. 

Dino Tuazon, chief of the in- 
telligence division of the Cus- 
toms Intelligence and Investi- 
gation Service (CIIS), seems 
tobe sleeping on the job. 
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By Christine O. Avendaño 


THE SO-CALLED “KING OF THE 
Road" will soon be getting a 
makeover, courtesy of the gov- 
ernment. 

Tourism and transportation of- 
ficials yesterday launched in 
Malacafiang the “Makisaya, Biya- 
he Na,” Jeepney Wrap Stickers 
project, which aims to draw more 
tourists to the country, and also 
get rid of “colorum” 'or illegal 
public utility jeepneys (PUJS) in 
Metro Manila. 

The launching was attended by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 


New image 

Under the project, over 1,000 
“Kings of the Road" will get a 
fresh coat of paint, as well as 
stickers that promote top tourist 
destinations in the country. 

Tourism Secretary Joseph Ace 
Durano said that in line with Land 
Transportation Franchising and 
Regulatory Board project, public 
jeepneys will be “color coded.” 


Choices 

For example, jeepneys plying 
routes in Makati will be painted 
blue while those in Manila will be 
yellow. Quezon City, on the other 
hand, will have red jeepneys. 

So far, Durano said the Depart- 
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ment of Tourism had made over 
180 jeepneys plying the Makati- 
Taguig route. Next on the list are. 
Manila-bound jeepneys. 

There was also a plan to in- 
dude other public utility jeep- 
neys in "major tourist destina- 
tions” outside of Metro Manila, 
headded. 


Icons 

"We're just making sufe our 
jeepneys are good to look at be- 
cause in our source markets in 
Korea and Europe, the jeepneys 
are regarded as tourism icons,” 
Durano said. 

"When you say Philippines, 
they think about the Philippine 
jeepney. It will be an incentive for 
jeepney drivers if you want us to 
put stickers and make over your 
jeepney,” he told reporters. 


Accreditation —_., 

But before they cán take part in 
the program, the jeeprieys would 
have to be accredited by the LT- 
FRB, according to Durano, so that 
those operating illegally-could be 
weeded out of the ranks of regis- 
tered public utility jeepneys. 

Drivers will also get a vest that 
matches the color of their jeep: 
ney. “We will also give them uni- 
forms so they'll look nice,” Dura- 
nosaid. 


Magic festival 
ADD magicians to the entertain- 
ers that perform regularly atihe 
Baywalk area on Roxas Boule- 
vard. At6 p.m. today, the Manila 
City government wil kick offa 
‘month-long magic festival which 
will feature members of the Ma- 
gicians Foundation Inc., the 
biggest association of magicians 
in the country, at the Rajah Su- 
layman Park. Tents will be setup 
in the area, featuring puppet 
shows and face painting from 7 
p.m. to 11 p.m. For those who 
Would ike to learn how to per- 
torm magic tricks, workshops 
win be held on May 14 t021, 
from 10 a.m. to 12 noon. The fes- 
tival will culminate with another 
grand magic show on May 27 at 
Tpm. 

Tina G. Santos 


Marian procession 
A DEVOTIONAL procession of 
Our Blessed Mother will be held 
at 5:30 a.m. today at the Edsa 
Shrine plaza as part of a collec- 
tive prayer for peace and national 


METROBRIEFS 


Healing every first Saturday of 
the month, It will be followed by a 
Mass at 6:30 a.m. and a 16- 
minute documentary on the 
shrine, Fr. Vic Apacible, parish 
priest, said. For information, 
please call or text 0917-5331926. 


Parish concert 
TWENTY-ONE choirs from the. 
Good Shepherd Parish of Las , 
Pinas will perform at 8 tonight at 
the Starmall Activity Hub in Las 
Piñas City. Titled “Dalawang 
Dekada.” the concert is the high- 
light of a celebration marking the 
20th anniversary of the Good 
Shepherd Parish. Choirs commit- 
tee president Tina Montevirgen 
said the concert will feature se- 
lected hit songs and dances from 
the 1980s, when the parish was 
inaugurated, to 2000. The De La 
Salle University POPS Orchestra 
wil also perform, “Dalawang 
Dekada" promises a night of 
exquisite music, romantic rever- 
ies, and fun-filled spiels and 
numbers that will delight a wide- 
ranging audience. Tickets wil be 
sold at P100 each, 
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Blair under pressure to quit after poll 


LONDON-—BRITISH PRIME MIN- 
ister Tony Blair was poised to 
reshuffle his scandal-plagued Cabi- 
net on Friday after the governing 
Labor Party suffered heavy losses 
in local elections across England. 

Any shake-up, however, was dis- 
missed by a member of Biair’s par- 
ty as no more than “rearranging 
thedeckchairs on the Titanic,” with 
the prime minister under growing 
pressure to announce a date for his 
own departure from office. 

Results from 151 out of the 176 
local authorities in England tak- 
ing part in the polls showed that 
Labor had suffered a net loss of 


Friday. 


234 council seats 

Tn contrast, the main opposi- 
tion Conservatives gained 247 
seats, giving a big boost to new 
leader David Cameron in the first 
real test of his leadership. 

"The smaller opposition Liberal 
Democrats, also with a new leader, 
had a poor showing, with a net 
gain of three seats, while the right- 
‘wing British National Party did rel- 
atively well, capturing at least 13. 

‘The final outcome is due later 


Labor is reeling from two of its 
darkest weeks since taking office 
nine years ago, following a raft of 
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Conservatives. 


ing contested. 


problems including a sexscandal, 
a foreign prisoner row and finan- 
cial sleaze allegations. 

The bad news has taken its toll, 
with a growing number of voters 
shunning Blairs party for the 


It took a particularly bad ham- 
mering in London, where control 
of all 32 local authorities was be- 


‘Among the casualties, Ham- 
mersmith and Fulham, in west 
London, returned to Conserva- 
tive control from Labor for the 
first time since 1968. 

“Trying to put a brave face on the 


tation of foreign convicts. 


pated Cabinet shake-up. 


bad numbers, Culture Secretary Tes- 
sa Jowell blamed her partys recent 
scandals—namely Deputy Prime 
Minister John Prescott admitting to 
an affair with his secretary and 
Home Secretary Charles Clarke 
making mistakes in the failed depor- 


"1 dont think that we are going to 
do as well as we might have hoped to 
two weeks ago,” Jowell told the BBC. 

Keen to move on, Blair is ex- 
pected to gather his ministers to- 
gether in Downing Street as early 
as Friday morning for an antici- 


Frank Dobson, a former Labor 


health secretary, however, 
likened such a gesture to "rear- 
ranging the deckchairs on the Ti- 
tanic, or in this case changing the 
ship's officers on the Titanic.” 

He told the BBC: “I don't think 
it will be good enough, quite 
frankly. We need the party under 
new management.” 

A BBC survey revealed on Fri- 
day that half of Britain's voters 
want Blair to quit by the end of 
the year as they increasingly see 
him as arrogant, untrustworthy 
and wrong to support the Iraq 
war 

Blair, serving his third straight 


LH 
term, has pledged to stand down 
ahead of the next general elec- 
tion, due by May 2010 at the lat- 
est, with his finance minister, 
Gordon Brown, seen as his virtu- 
ally undisputed heir apparent. 

‘The latest local election is 
reflection of the whole of Britain, 
as Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland did not take part, but the 
loss of confidence across England 
will be sorely felt by Labor. 

‘Among the councils that are no 
longer under the party's control 
are Derby in central England, Ply- 


mouth in the south west and Old- 
ham to the north. APP 


xa 


Jail, death ‘with a whimper’ for Moussaoui: 


ALEXANDRIA, 


Leonie M. Brinkema sentenced 
Zacarias Moussaoui to prison for 
the rest of his life on Thursday, 
saying that he will be denied his 
wish to die in a blaze of glory and 
instead “will die with a whim- 


per” 


JUDGE Leonie Brinkema presiding over the trial of al-Qaida plotter 
Zacarias Moussaoui in this March 13 courtroom drawing. 
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Toxic water in India 

LUCKNOW, India—Millions of people in poverty- 
ridden northern India are drinking water laced with 
cancer-causing chemicals, a government minister 
said Friday. A report released this week by the pub- 
lic works department in India's most populous 
state of Uttar Pradesh, sald the water was “not fit 
for human consumption" and could lead to cancer 
and other ilinesses. Contaminants such as arsenic, 
lead and cadmium were present in groundwater 
sources tested in 42 out of 70 districts, State Ur- 
ban Development Minister Mohammed Azam 
Khan said, describing the findings as “frighten- 

ing." "Once contaminated, itis very dificult to pu- 
ก ั ญ the water.” the report added. APP 


De Villepin hits back 

PARIS French Prime 
Minister Dominique de 
Vilepin hit back Thurs- 
day over claims he lied 
aboutadiny tricks cam- 
paign at the heart of his 
government, denying he 
Ordered a secret inquiry 
into his political rival 
Nicolas Sarkozy. He 
used a monthly press 
conference to dismiss 


X 
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cals tor e resignation 


DEVILLEPIN จ ะ บ า ต 5 Over the so-called 


Clearstream affair, despite accusations that he. 
has repeatedly deceived parliament and the pub- 
lic. But ina sign of the prime ministers growing 
isolation, the right-wing newspaper Le Fi- 
garo—normally a loyal government support- 
er—published a stinging editorial, joining the So- 
cialist Party (PS) opposition in openly branding 
him a liar. "Why did he repeatedly—iet us dare to 
say the word—lie about the mention of his... ri- 
val's name in connection with these murky deal- 
ings?" the paper asked. AFP 


Dozens killed in iraq 
BAGHDAD—At least 28 people were killed 
across Iraq Thursday amid continued political 
horsetrading over the formation of the next gov- 
ernment with Shiites and Sunnis bickering over 
key government posts. The US military and Iragi 
medics gave differing version of the days dead- 
liest assault in the restive town of Ramadi, with 
hospital sources saying 13 civilians had been 
killed In a US air strike and a US spokesperson 
saying eight rebels had been killed in a ground 
assault Nine people were killed in the capital 
when a suicide bomber blew himself up in front 
ofa courthouse near the impoverished district 
of Sadr City in the second suicide attack to 
cause multiple deaths in Iraq in less than 24 
hours. In other attacks, Brig. Gen. Mohammed 
Raza Abdelltft who was in charge of logistics 
for the Iraqi army in Baghdad, was shot dead as 
he was driving to work. AFP 


Suharto hospitalized 
+.» JAKARTA—The condi- 
tion ot former Indone- 
sian dictator Suharto re- 
mained unstable Friday 
|. atter he received a blood 
transfusion following in- 
testinal bleeding, one of 
his doctors said Friday. 
Suharto, 84, was rushed 
to Jakarta's Pertamina 
hospital late Thursday. 
"The condition of Mr. 
Harto has not been sta- 
SURAT) ra bilized. We are trying to 
stem the bleeding and giving a gradual transtu- 
Sion" to increase his level of red blood calls, 
Mardjo Sublandono told a press conference. The 
former autocrat has been hospitalized several 
times in the past for intestinal bleeding, stroke 
and heart problems. Suharto ruled Indonesia with 
an iron grip for more than three decades, step- 
ping down amid mounting unrest in 1998. He has 
So far escaped trial for suspected massive cor- 
ruption on health grounds, with lawyers offering 
medical evidence that he can no longer hold or 
follow a normal conversation. APP 


Shes, 


we him! 


Moussaoui exchanged barbs 
with the judge, and family mem- 
bers who lost loved ones excoriat- 
ed him to his face. Moussaoui, in 
his last chance to be heard in pub- 
lic, delivered a speech about his 
hatred for America, concluding: 
"God curse America and save 
Osama bin Laden. You'll never get 


VA—JUDGE 


and who lost.’ 
Brinkema, 


Brinkema was clearly angered 
that when the jury spared Mous- 
saoufs life on Wednesday, he had 
exulted that “America had lost" 
and he had won. She told him, 
“You will spend the rest of your 
life in a super-maximum security 
facility. In terms of winners and 
losers, it's quite clear who won 


who had been 
scrupulous about maintaining a 
neutral stance during the trial, 
concluded by saying, “As for you, 
Mr. Moussaoui, you came here to 
be ล martyr and to die in a great 
big bang of glory, but, to para- 
phrase the poet TS. Eliot, instead 


you will die with a whimper.” 

Some family members of 
Sept. 11 victims in the audience 
wanted to be heard. Rosemary 
Dillard, whose husband died on 
American Airlines Flight 77 
when it crashed into the Pen- 
tagon, looked at him and said: “1 
hope that you sit in that jail 
without seeing the sky, without 
seeing the sun, without any con- 
tact with the world and that 
your name never comes up in 
any newspaper again during the 
rest of my life.” 

Moussaoui then took the wit- 
ness before he was sentenced and 
said that Americans have “an 


k — 


BUDDHA VENERATION 


Novice monks pray during 2 ceremony to celebrate the Buddha's birthday at Chogye temple in Seoul May 5. South Korean 


Buddhists celebrated the 2,550th anniversary of Buddha's birth at temples across the nation. 


REUTERS 


Use of contraception drops sharply in US 


CONTRACEPTION USE HAS DECLINED 
strikingly over the last decade, particular- 
ly among poor women, making them 
more likely to get pregnant unintention- 
ally and to have abortions, according to a 


report released Thursday by the 
Guttmacher Institute. 

‘The decline appears to have slowed the 
reduction in the national abortion rate 
that began in the mid-1980s. 

“This is turing back the clock on all 
the gains women have made in recent 


decades,” Sharon L. Camp, the president 
of the institute, said. 

‘Among sexually active women who 
were not trying to get pregnant, the per- 
centage of those not using contraception 
inereased to 11 percent from 7 percent 
from 1994 to 2001, the latest data avail- 
able, according to numbers Guttmacher 
analyzed from the National Survey of 
Family Growth, a federal study. 

‘The rise was more striking among wom- 
en living below the poverty line: 14 percent 


were not using contraception in 2001, up 
from 8 percent in 1994. Better-off wom- 
en—those who earned more than twice the 
poverty rate—were also less likely to use 
contraception: 10 percent did not use any 
in 2001, up from 7 percent in 1994. 

The number of white women not using 
contraception increased to 9 percent from 
7 percent, Hispanic women not using it 
increased to 12 percent from 9 percent, 
and black women not using it increased to 
15 percent from 10 percent 


Berlusconi ally gets 6 years for corruption 


ROME-ITALYS SUPREME COURT 
upheld a comuption conviction 
against a close ally of outgoing 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi on 
‘Thursday and handed a six-year 
prison term to Cesare Previti for 
passing on bribes to judges. 

Berlusconi and his business em- 
pire were not involved in the case 
but the two men's legal woes are en- 
twined and they have both regularly 
accused the Milan magistrates of 
pursuing them for political motives. 

‘Supporters of Berlusconi, who 
was dogged by corruption trials 
during five years in power, leapt on 
the decision, saying it was linked to 
the defeat of his center-right coali- 
tion in elections last month. 

“The era of the center-left starts 
here," Berlusconi's former lawyer 
Carlo Taormina, a member of the 
media tycoon's Forza Italia (Go, 
Italy!) party told reporters. 

Thursdays verdict is a bitter 
blow for Previti, a Forza Italia MP 
who has spent the past 10 years 
fighting the accusations in Italian 
courts. 

Previti, who was defense min- 
ister in Berlusconi's first govern- 
ment in 1994, has no right of ap- 


peal but it was not yet clear 
whether he would goto prison. 

Under a law passed by Berlus- 
conis government, judges can in- 
stead put him under house arrest be- 
cause he is more than 70 years old. 
‘The law, which came to be known as 
“Save Previti," was passed shortly af- 
ter hetumed 71 last year. 

“We have been left alone in this 
battle, abandoned by everyone," 
said Alessandro Sammarco, one 
of his lawyers. 

Previti’s conviction has no di- 
rect effect on Berlusconi but a 
separate decision by the supreme 
court on Thursday touches more 
directly on the media tycoon. 

The court, in the surprise rul- 
ing, said it had asked for acorrup- 
tion case involving Berlusconi's 
Fininves: media empire and his 
publisher Mondadori to be re- 
opened at the appeals stage. 

Berlusconi himself cannot be 
retried in the Mondadori case 
because a statue of limit 
has kicked in, but it returns his le- 
gal wrangles to the spotlight just 
as he is trying to regroup the cen- 
terright before administrative 
elections. 


ions 


Reuters 


PREVITI, longtime aide of Italian premier Silvio 
Berlusconi and former defense minister in Berlusconi's 
first government in 1994. ” 


amount of hypocrisy which is be- 
yond any belief,” adding, “Your 
humanity is a very selected :hu- 
manity—only you suffer, only 
you feel.” 

Moussaoui continued, 
nonetheless, saying, “You have 
branded me a terrorist or crimi 
nal.” In fact, he said, he was aisol- 
dier in the Islamic cause and “1 
fight for my belief.” Moussaoui 
will soon be transferred to the 
federal “super maximum” prison 
in Florence, Colo., where he-will 
have no contact with other in- 
mates and will be spoken to only 
sporadically by guards. New York 
Times Service 


ABUJA—THE AFRICAN UNION'S 
year-old drive to bring peace to 
the devastated Sudanese region 
of Darfur was in crisis once again 
on Friday, after rebel fighters re- 
fused to sign a peace accord. 

Despite massive pressure from 
international mediators, bot in- 
surgent groups at peace talks in 
Abuja defied the third in a series 
of 48-hour deadlines and rejected 
a proposed deal with the Khai 
toum government to end their 
war. 

The chief AU mediator at,the 
talks, Salim Ahmed Salim, said 
more meetings would resume at 
9 a.m. after a stormy overnight 
session, but sounded far from op- 
timistic about how the negotia- 
tions could proceed. 

“It was rough and tough. Tm 
not encouraged. 1 think we've 
reached a point of reality,” he told 
reporters at Nigerian President 
‘Olusegun Obasanjo's official resi- 
dence in Abuja, the current venue 
ofthe peace talks. 

“We've one consideration in 
mind, thatis the plight of the peo- 
ple of Darfur. It will be a bad.day 
for the people of Darfur if, after 
all the efforts made and days 
spent, the (rebel) movements are 
still wanting,” he warned. 

Darfur, an arid desert region of 
western Sudan the size of France 
or Texas, erupted into civil war in 
early 2003 when armed local 
movements rebelled to demand 
more autonomy from the Arab- 
led government in Khartoum., 

In response, the regime sun- 
leashed the Janjaweed militia, 
which launched brutal attacks 
against Darfurs largely black 
African population. The war ‘has 
caused at least 180,000 deaths and 
left 2.4 million people homeless. 

This week senior international 
envoys, including US Deputy Sec- 
retary of State Robert Zoellick, 
came to Abuja to strongarm-the 
warring parties into a peace deal 
which would allow humanitagian 
aid to flow and elections to be 
held. H 

‘The Western diplomats fine- 
tuned the draft accord, pushing 
the government to offer better 
guarantees on the disarmament 
of the Janjaweed and on recruit- 
ing former rebels into the natjon- 
alarmed forces. : 

Following this intervention, 
Obasanjo and the current 3AU 
chair President Denis Sasiou- 
Nguesso of Congo personally 
hosted Thursday's overnight ses- 
sion in a bid to persuade the par: 
ties to accepta deal. H 

But Mohammed Tugod of-the 
Justice and Equality Movenient 
(GEM) said the draft peace accord 
failed to answer his group'ssde- 
mands for Darfurs three statés to 
be united into a single sau 
tonomous region. AFI 
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Pope hits China over bishop ordination 


VATICAN CITY—POPE BENEDICT SAID ON THURSDAY 
China's appointment of two Catholic bishops without his 


POPE Benedict XVI 


ispleased with China. ae 


blessing was a “ 
standoff with Bei 


‘The bishops were consecrated this week 
despite Vatican opposition in what was 
seen as a major setback for relations be- 
tween the Holy See and China, which had 
appeared to be improving in recent years. 

‘The Vatican noted that Church law 
prescribed automatic excommunica- 
tion for bishops and priests who con- 
duct unauthorized consecrations, but 
the Pope's spokesperson said the Vati- 
candid not have enough information to 
decide this at the moment. 

“The Holy Father learned the news 
with deep displeasure,” spokesperson 
Joaquin Navarro-Valls said in an unusu- 
ally strongly worded statement. 

He said the Vatican had information 


:ave violation of religious freedom” as a 
over control of church posts escalated. 


from China that bishops and priests 
there had come under “strong pressure 
and threats" to take part “contrary to 
their conscience” in the ordinations, 
which it branded as "illegitimate." 

In Catholic moral teaching, someone. 
who does not freely consent to an act 
might not be fully responsible for it. 

Asked by Reuters whether the 
Church's toughest sanction had been 
imposed on the bishops, Navarro-Valls 
indicated that the circumstances of the 
ordinations were not yet clear. 

“That is something that we will think 
(about) afterward, not at this moment,” 
he said in an interview. "We still don't 
have all the information.” 


His statement insisted on “the need to 
respect the freedom of the Church and 
the autonomy of its institutions from any 
external interference" and asked Beijing 
to stop “such unacceptable acts of violent 
and intolerable constraint.” 

The Vatican said the appointments 
did not help ties with China, which had 
thawed in recent years, raising expecta- 
tions that diplomatic relations cut off in 
1951 could be restored. 

Navarro-Valls said, however, the Vati- 
can would continue to seek dialogue 
with Beijing. 

“This is another obstacle but our style 
is, nevertheless, to improve the dia- 
logue,” he said, speaking in English. 

China's 10 million or so Catholics are 
divided between an “underground” 
church loyal to the Holy See and the 
state-approved church that respects the 
Pope as a spiritual figurehead but re- 
jects effective papal control. 


Ma Yingling was ordained bishop ip Chi- 
nais southwest Yunnan province on, Sun- 
day. Two days later Liu Xinhong was also 
elevated in the eastern province of Anhui. 

China defended the appointments by 
its state-run Catholic Church, Saying 
they strictly followed democratic pro- 
cesses and fully respected the wishes of 
amajority of worshippers. 

“So the Vatican's condemnation 
makes no sense,” China's Foreign Min- 
istry said in a statement on Thursday. 

“We hold a sincere attitude toward im- 
proving Sino-Vatican relations and have 
made active efforts. We hope the Vatican 
side can support a good environment for 
improvement of the relationship, it said. 

China and the Vatican severed ties af- 
ter the 1949 Communist takeover and 
subsequent crackdown on religion. The 
Vatican switched official recognition to 
Taiwan, the self-ruled island China says 
isabreakaway province. Reuters 


Nepal Maoists agree to peace talks 


KATMANDU—NEPALS REBEL 
Maoists agreed Thursday to hold 
talks on ending their decade-long in- 
surgency, clearing the way for the re- 
lease of hundreds of jailed fighters. 

The new interim Cabinet on 
Wednesday announced an indefinite 
ceasefire and removed the terrorist 
tag from the Maoists to try to kick- 
start talks and bring peace to the im- 
poverished Himalayan nation. 

The Maoists called their own three- 
month ceasefire last week and on 
Thursday agreed to discussions on 
ending the revolt in which over 
12,500 people have died. 

it is the third time that the govem- 
ment and rebels have called ceasefires 
at the same time and tried to start 
peace talks, but on previous occasions, 
negotiations broke down and the coun- 


“We are entering into a dialogue 
process, feeling deep responsibility 
for people's aspirations toward 
democracy and peace,” said the rebel 
chief Prachanda, whose name means 
“the fierce one.” 

“We hope that the peace talks will 
not fail this time.” 

Cabinet Minister Gopal Man 
Shrestha said earlier that once talks 
start, the government would release 
rebel leaders from jails across the 
country. 

Thousands of Maoists have been de- 
tained during the insurgency and the in- 
terior ministry said up to 700 Maoists, of 
allranks, were currently held. 

The Royal Nepalese Army website 
details 53 people on its “most wanted” 
list of Maoists, headed by Prachanda. 

‘Once deadly foes, the political parties 


loose alliance against King Gyanendra 
to challenge his absolute rule pro- 
claimed in February 2005. They brought 
hundreds of thousands onto the streets. 

The monarch, the constitutional 
head of the army, backed down in the 
face of mass protests, which left atleast 
17 people dead, and recalled parlia- 
ment last week after a four-year break. 

The politicians immediately 
backed plans to call elections to a 
body to rewrite the constitution and 
limit the powers of the king—a key 
demand of the Maoists who began 
their “people's war” in 1996 to over- 
throw the monarchy. 

Constant battles between the ru- 
ral-based Maoists and the security 
forces have resulted in a stalemate al- 
though Gyanendra had vowed to 
crush the rebellion after he sacked 
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FURIOUS B 
Mount Merapi in Sleman district of Central Java province erupts May 5. More than 5,000 
Indonesians have fled their homes as the first lava flow oozed from the volcano. 


try was plunged back into conflict. and the Maoists late last year brokered a 


the government. 


AFP 
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By Recah Trinidad 


"TOKYO—EVERYBODY IS GOING 
out, weather cool and crisp, 
‘Tokyo is in the grip of a spring 
fever but there'll be no walkin the 
park when Rodel Mayol of the 
Philippines goes for the World 
Boxing Council minimumweight 
| championship at the Korakuen 

Hall heretonight. 

Despite a better record (22-0, 
with 17 KOs), the unbeaten May- 


RODEL Mayol (right) and Eagle Kyowa are ready to rumble. 


Mayol underdog 
in Tokyo title bid 


ol remained the underdog after 
official weigh-in yesterday for his 
challenge against defending 
champion Eagle Kyowa, a Thai 
(Del Delaphan) who fights with 
aJapanese tag. 

Although handlers had initial- 
ly exressed apprehension over 
excess poundage, the 24-year- 
old Mayol downed a big, steam- 
ing bowl of ramen (Japanese 
noodle soup) on the eve of the 
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P'foods ends SMB run: 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


ANTIPOLO CITY—PROPPED UP BY THEIR 
tough defense in the dosing minutes, the Pure- 
foods Chunkee Giants halted San Miguel's sev- 
engame winning streak with an 82-75 deci- 
sion in the Gran Matador Brandy PBA Philip- 
pine Cup yesterday at the Ynares Center. 

“There was no way we can beat San Miguel if 
we challenged them in a shooting game,” said Gi- 
ants coach Ryan Gregorio, adding that San 
Miguel averages 95.2 points per game. 

More than just ending the longest winning run 
of the season, Gregorio said the Giants pushed 
aside distractions to grab a share of the lead with 
the Beermen at 9-3. 

“We know the odds were against us coming in- 


to this game,” said Gregorio. “Weve [— 
always had a hard time beating San 
Miguel, we've always had a hard 
time playing here (in Ynares). There 
were so many (distractions). But we 
were so focused on playing hard and 
winning the game.” 

James Yap topscored for the Giants by pump- 
ingin 11 ofhis 19 points in the second half. 

Dorian Pefia's inside presence for the Beermen. 
put the Giants lead in jeopardy, 71-70, early in 
the fourth quarter. 

But Kerby Raymundo hit key baskets at the 
Jow-post and the Giants held the Beermen score- 
Jess in the last three minutes of play for the win. 

The Giants fought the Beermen toe-and-nail 
late in the first half. Led by Mare Pingris, who 


GAME TODAY 
(Davao city) 
430 p.m—Ginebra 

| vs Sta. Lucia 


drilled in six straight points in the 
second quarter, the Giants trimmer 
the Beermen's lead to three, 37-34. * 
In the second game, Red Bull 
nailed its frst back-to-back victories: 
in the conference, pouncing on an 
Air21 squad that was firing blanks to hammer out: * 
211387 rout. 
Red Bull went 6-6, dropping Air21 to 4-8. 
The scores 
Fist Game 5 
PUREFOODS 82— Yap 19, R. Yap, Limpot 10, Raymundo” 
40, Simon 7, Evangelista 7, Artadi 6, Ongis 6, Gamboa 2, 
2 po 
SAN MIGUEL 75— Seide 21, Paa 19 Mone 8, Cag 
4, Hontiveros 8, Racela6, Adriano 2, Noble 2, CablayO. S 
Quarters 18-23, 44-41, 69-64, 82:75 = 
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Marda3 1.6 available in V, S and SOR variants. Visit a Mazda dealership near you and inquire about our great deals. 

Manda Alabang Filinvest Corporate City, Alabang-Zapote Road, Alabang, Muntinlupa City, Tel. no. 7723168, Fax 7723170 « Mazda Greenhills 202 EDSA cor. Rochester Street, 
Greeanils ast, Mandalayong City, Tel. no. 7221102, Fax 7221138 + Mazda Quezon Avenue 721 Quezon Are. Sto. Domingo, Quezon City, Tel. no. 7123355, Fax 7422080 
‘Manda Makati 2723 China Roces Avenue formerly Pasong Tamo), Makati City, Tel. no. 751-2235 to 36, Fan 7512237 
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Sydney Z zZies 


Buy Gilbey's now and get a chance to go on a harbor cruise, 
backpack through the Outback, lap it up in Bondi beach or party 
in Sydney's steaming nightlife! 


Taste the 


Jat 


with GILBEY'S 


TEXT* GILBEY’S TO 2966 FOR DETAILS 


* Enen on costs P2 50 


NOT TO BE SOLD TO MINORS. 


LaS m 


MANILA'S Felixwinda Custodio (14) and Patricia Dimal (8) collide 


wR 


trying to steal and return to third base during a Bacolod squeeze 


play. At center Bacolod shortstop Cindy Carol Banay... 1crrrcrauon 


Capitol pair gains 


By Musong R. Castillo 


BORACAY ISLAND, AKLAN--CAPITOL 
University of Cagayan de Oro claimed 
another heavyweight foe yesterday and 
advanced to the men's Final Four of the 
10th Nestea Beach Volley champi- 
onships here. 

St. Francis of Assis fell to the unherald- 
ed pair of Orpheus Cubillas and Jose Car- 
los Cagadas, 22-25, even as defending 
champion St. Benilde marched to the semi- 
finals via the backdoor after a 25-20 victory 
over University of San Jose-Recoletos. 

Capitol U next tangles with Adamson, 
another side literally made up of big, pow- 
erful players, for seat in the title game af- 

1 ter the Falcons cruised past University of 
San Carlos, 25-18, in a quarterfinal match 
that lasted only 14 minutes. 

Final Four play is set in the morning to- 

lay with the Blazers, the reigning NCAA 
champions tackling Mindanao State U. 
MSU took out tournament favorite and 
2,2002 champion Foundation U, 25-20, in 
> one of the most-watched matches on Day 2. 

Repeat:seeking St. Benilde, represented 

by Janley Patrona and Pio de Castro, did 
_ not qualify as its group's top team and 
7 needed to win an extra game in the losers 

bracket yesterday moming before scoring 
< that convincing victory over USJ-R. 

“That's how the sport is,” said Patrona in 
Filipino. “Breaks can really decide the out- 
come of beach volleyball games.” 

St. Benilde lost its afternoon match 
Thursday 23-25. The school is actually ina 
position to nail a golden double after the 

2 Lady Blazers advanced to the semifinals by 


Bigger, better 
6th JVC Open 
gets off ground 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


2 GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS SHOWED YESTER- 
“ day how bright the country’s future will be. Well 
= for badminton, at least, as they shared amusing 
inecdotes during the official launch of the JVC 
2^ Open Badminton Championships. 
31 “The popularity of badminton started when 1 
iced it up,” Rep. Teddy Boy Locsin said in jest 
T during the media briefing at the Renaissance Ho- 
X tel in Makati City. 
+ Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay also shared in- 
* teresting observations of his own. 
“There was a reduction of unused warehouses 
because they ve been converted to badminton 
3 cours,” said Binay. 
Both badminton enthusiasts, Locsin and Binay 
expressed support for the sixth edition of the 
2 prestigious badminton championships, which is 
expected to draw more than 2,000 participants 
nationwide. 
"There will be regional competitions in Cebu, 
Pampanga and Davao,” said JVC president and 


+ minton Championships will be on June 25 to Ju- 
: ly 1atPowerSmash. 
1 | STANDINGS w 
Visayas Division 
| M.Lhulllier-Cebu 7 
Cebu Landmaster 4 
Mantawi Traders 3 
Toyota-llolo 1 
| West Negros 0 
| Mindanao Division 
Semifinals: No. sed Ngan 
City 0, No. 4 Montafa-Davao 1, 
No. 2 PacMan-GenSan 0, No. 3 
Pryce Pharma-MisOr 1 
GAME TODAY 
0 p.m, WNC vs. Cebu 
‘Landmaster-Toledo 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SPORTS 


KAREN ARIBAL HOMERED IN THE FOURTH 
and sixth innings, capping a seven-run Air21- 
‘Adamson burst, as the Lady Falcons came from 
behind to defeat Manila, 10-5, in the Philippine 
Open women's softball championship at the 
Rizal Memorial Stadium. 

Ma. Lisa Gaylon, Loverly Paruhinog, Sara Jane 
Agravante, Mary Joy Lasquete and Jose] Aguilar al- 
so scored a run each from the fourth inning as 
Air21-Adamson burst from a 3-5 deficit en route to 
its fifth victory against a draw. 

The Lady Falcons fiesy binge silenced Manila 
whose Nelsa dela Gente blasted a grand slam home- 
run in the third inning to give the host squad the up- 
perhand, 5-3. 

“It (Dela Gente homer) was spectacular but it 
wasn't enough to dishearten Air21-Adamson,” said 
Manila coach Anna Santiago, herself a former 
Adamson standout in the UAAR 

 Aribals first blasted a 1-1 pitch in the fourth in- 
ning to the backyard of the Rizal Aquatics Center. 
And then, after Gaylon, Paruhinog, Agravante, Las- 
quete and Aguilar made it 9-5, Aribel whacked 


va, 


starter Felixwinda Custodio's 1-1 pitch to left field. 


Aribal homers power 
r21-AdU past Manila 


later in the day, 
Ai21-Adamson 
walked over Bacolod 
Senior, the Delaware- 
bound World Series as- 
pirant, which opted to 
default all its remain- 
ing games in order to 
take part in the Pala- 
rong Pambansa in Na- 
ga City this weekend. 

UPAir Fore kept 
pae wih Ai2I- 
Adamson by white- 
washing both PUP and 
Bulacan, 7-0. 

With five wins and 
one draw apiece, 
Ai21-Adamson and 
UPAir Force are now 
assured of the top two slots in the Page System finals. 

Manila, which will represent the Philippines in 
the World Series in August in Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
whipped Bacolod Junior, 40, to take No. 3 slot. Ba- 
colod Junior, also off to the Kirkland, Maryland 
World Series, secured the No. 4slot. 


final 4 


omesTooar | 
(PUP Grounds) 
Men: 7am—PUP vs Bula- 
ca 8302m—RTUws 
UST 10am— Cabuyao vs 
Dano. 

(Rizal Memorial Feld) 
Women: 7 a.m—UP-Alr 
Force vs ATU; 8:30 p.m. 
Bacolod Jr vs Bacolod 
Sr; 1Da.m.--Lagunavs 
Bulacan; 1130am— 
PUP vs Manila: 1 pm— 
Bacolod Jr vs Air21-AdU; 
230pm—Laguna vs 
RTU; 4 pm.—PUP vs Ba- 
colod Sr, 6 p.m—Manlla 

vs Bulacan 


UNIVERSITY of San Agustin's Nerissa Bautista hits the fine sands of Boracay to return a placement shot against the 
Adamson U tandem. San Agustin prevailed, 25-22. 


BNEU RMIENTO 


crushing University of Mindanao-Tagum, 
25-16, in just 18 minutes. 

University of Southem Philippines 
sealed a semifinal clash with the Lady 
Blazers after outsteadying the University of 
the Visayas, 25:22. 

USER’ lady bets and University of San 
Agustin made up the other semifinal pair- 


ing after taking a 25-14 and 25-22 deci- 
sions over University of Mindanao-Davao 
and the Lady Falcons, respectively. 

Cubillas and Cagadas wailed by as 
many as three points early, but the rookies 
plodded along, finally gaining momentum 
and the upper hand at 18-17. 

The toumament is sponsored by 


Speedo, MIV Power Shot, Hey Jude, 
Mikasa, Cebu Pacific, Seventeen, D-Mall, 
Villa De Oro, ClubTen, Schering-Plough 
Coppertone, Crystal Sand Resort, Click- 
thecitycom, Boracay Gold Crowne Club, 
Bantay Kalikasan ABS-CBN Foundation, 
Nautilus by P3 Aranador, Le Soleil of Bora- 
cay and La Salle Green Hills. 


Iligan scuttles Pangasinan five 


ILIGAN CITY—THE IGAN CRUSADERS 
spoiled the start of Pangasinan Hundred Is- 
lands southern swing by scoring a 78-68 victo- 
xy Tuesday in the 2006 Guerrero Brandy-NBC 
national basketball championship at the MSU- 
IT gym here. 

Ronie Matias and playmaker Marlon 
Kalaw sparkled as the Crusaders posted 
their fifth win in eight games to tie idle 
North Cotabato for second spot in the tour- 
nament sponsored by Panasonic, Sulpicio 
Lines, Nature's Spring Mineral Water, 
Spring Cooking Oil, Regent Foods, Firefly 
Lightings, Molten and Prime Channel. 

Matias won player of the game honors 
with 12 points and eight rebounds. 


STANDINGS 
North Division 
Bacchus/Harbour 
Batang Tagaytay 
Forward Taguig 
Spring P'fiaque 
Pangasinan 


South Division 
Ozamiz Cotta 
ligan Crusaders 
North Cotabato 
Pagadian 
Valencia 

lolo Warriors 


พ 
4 
4 
3 
2 
1 
0 
4 
5 
5 
4 
2 
1 


The Firefly Lightings-backed Crusaders 
of Mayor Lawrence Cruz made up in of- 
fense what they lacked in rebounding to 
hold off the taller Pangasinenses of Mayor 
Hernani Braganza and team manager 
Rosendo So. 

The scores 

ILIGAN 78-Kalaw 14, Matias 12, Hubalde 10, 
Nieateo 10, Go 9, Ilagan 8, Omiping 8, Ayodele 4, 
Canoy 0, Taguines 0, Gandarosa 0, Oiveros 0, Espinosa 
0, Sagado. 

PANGASINAN 68—Aul 15, Re Menor 145, Lopez 
1, Rol Menor 11, Aquino 9, Zagala 4, Marzan 2, 
Balares 2, Tolentino 1, Tiongson 0, Yambao 0, Tan 0. 
Codamano. 

Quarters: 20-16, 40-37, 57-52, 78-68 


San Beda shoots for Cup sweep 


GAMES TODAY (San Juan gym) 
2pm— San Beda vs La Salle (All-Stars) 
4p.m—Aleneo vs San Beda (High School) 


THIS IS FOR ALL THE MARBLES. 

San Bede's Red Lion All-Stars and Red 
Cubs shoot for both crowns today in the 
maiden TotalFiloi-Fiying V Home- 
grown Cupat the San Juan gym. 

‘Out to deny the Red Lions, powered 
by Sonny Manucat and Brit Reroma, in 


mn semifinal series of 


thealumni finalat2 p.m. are theLa Salle Grill, 
Green Archers. 
Meanwhile, the Red Cubs collide with 
the Ateneo Eaglets for the high school ti- 
tle at 4 p.m. after the Eagles shocked La 
Salle Green Hills in a playoff, 59-57. 
league commissioner Virgil Villavi- 
cencio thanked sponsors led by Shell 
and Globe and backers Sunbolt, Immu- 
vit, Accel, Inihaw Circle, Bank of Com- 
merce, Banco de Oro, PBCom, Gerry's 


MisOr cagers take opener 


GENERAL SANTOS CITY—POINT GUARD 
Ramil Tagupa lifted Pryce Pharma-MisOr 
past heavily favored PacMan-GenSan, 64- 
51, fora 1-0 lead Thursday in their best-of- 
three Mindanao Di 
the ML Kwarta Padala Mindanao Visayas 
Basketball Association (MVBA) First Con- 
ference at the General Santos City Gym. 
Tagupa exploded for eight points ina crush- 
ing 11-0 run that broke the game wide open 
with 1:33 to play, 62-49. He capped Pryce 
Pharma's onslaught with a triple, much to the 


delight of team owner and MVBA chair Gov. 
Oscar Moreno who was in attendance. 

Pryce Pharma raced to a 25-14 edge after 
the first period behind the 12 points of strong- 
man Jessie Lumantas. 

PacMan's 51-point output shattered the 
MVBA record for least points in a game pre- 
viously held by West Negros College. 

PacMan team owner and boxing super- 
star Manny Pacquiao played in his second 
game, scoring the team’s first basket via a 
side jumper at the 8-minute mark. 


(24, Security Bank and Millenni- 
um Plans. 

Villavicencio also praised the support 
of Filoil CEO Raffy Villavicencio. 

The scores: 

ATENEO 59—fivea 27, Austfa 9, Gonzaga 8, 
Balmaceda 6, Gamboa M. 4, Katpuran 3, Gola 1, 
Gamboa K 1, Ese, Agoda Q Dumque Q. 

LA SALLE S7—Saha 19, Ferdinand 9, Reyes 8, 
Ung Crespo 5, Sa 5, Da Guzman 5, Guan. 

haters 12:14, 2525, 41,5857 


Petron volley at Baywalk 
THE MANILA BAYWALK CAME ALIVE WITH 
‘gorgeous beach volleyball babes strutting thelr 
stuff, and throngs of Manilehos appreciating the 
top-ate action onthe sandcourt when the 2nd leg 
of the 2006 Petron Ladies Beach volleyball tour- 
nament unfolded Friday. Manila Sports Council 
chair Al Atenza made ine ceremonial toss of the 
‘two-day volleyball fiesta, backed by Petron with 
‘support from Asian College of Science and Tech- 
nology (Aes) Speedo (official oufiter) Mikasa 
(official bal) and Action and Fitness Magazine. 
Leading the 20-women, 10-team cast are national 
team pool member Thelmari Barina and the 
Philippine School of Business Administration's 
Jessica Ticala. 
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*Who cares. 
about Rodman?” 


UNTILHEPHONED 
us to complain 
about his P3,500 
monthly pension, 


IN HUDDLE 


months ago, 1 was 
under the impres- 
sion that this 73- 
year-old former 
Olympian was com- 
fortably well-off. 

I was wrong. Mr. Olympian told me that 
he and his colleagues—some of them 
bedridden and debilitated—direly needed 
the pension, though paltry 

“They said the PSC budget was drastically 
cut, thats why the pension for the Olympic 
and Asian Games medalists was also cut. 
From what know the budget for the pension. 
comes from the Pagcor (Philippine Amuse- 
ment and Gaming Corp), which continues to 
subsidize the PSC. Could you ask PSC chair- 
man Butch Ramirez (on our behalf), please?” 
implored the former Olympian. 

T have been trying to reach Mr. Ramirez. 
through calls and texts using the number giv- 
entome by a colleague, but so far, no answer 

Reacting to our item on the Rodmans 
in last Wednesday's column, INQUIRER Li- 
‘ane sports editor Dennis Eroa wrote us to 
relate his personal experience with Phi- 
ander and son. Incidentally, I was told by 
colleagues that during the “Bad Boy 
Tour" press conference held at The Gate- 
way in Cubao, Quezon City, Dennis Rod- 
man's bodyguard approached the mem- 
bers of the media and warned each one 
of them: Don't ask Dennis questions 
about his father. He said the presscon 
would be terminated if anybody did. 

Well, one broadcaster had the guts to 
tell the bodyguard that he had no right to 
dictate what the Filipino media should 
ask. The broadcaster then proceeded to 
ask Dennis about his father. 

Dennis answered, then stood up and 
walked out. 

Here's Dennis Eroa'slettez." 

Madam Beth: 

‘They call him Pilay. 

Tm referring, of course, to Philander, 
Dennis Rodman's estranged father. 

‘Very few knew that the Ingumer actually 
first broke the news, in 1988, thar the ex- 
Chicago Bulls superstar has a father living in 
‘Angeles City, near the former Clark Air Base. 

Philander actually broke his leg in # mo- 
torcycle accident. Im not sure whether he: 
has fathered 26 children, but one thing is 
sure, he abhors family planning. He's prolific. 

Tinterviewed him at the bar he owned. 
“The bar was festooned with Rodmania. 

Even then, he dreamed of patching up 
things with Dennis. 

Mind you, the Bad Boy Tour wasn't the 
first time Philander had tried to seek an au- 
dience with his son. He even went to a Bulls 
game but failed to come within a whisker of 
his son. 

Now, did you know that another son 
named Philander Il actually saw action in 
the PBL. At 5-foot-9, Philander Ul, or Potpot 
to friends, was an instant attraction for the 
now-defunct Chowking team. 

But he was too small to be a forward, too 
slow to bea point guard. Still, he was able to 
see action in the 1998 PBL Vismin Cup. 

Porpot never made it to a PBL Confer- 
‘ence, but he managed to land in the news. 

‘One lazy afternoon, I received a frantic 
call from Potpot who said he was being de- 
tained in a Makati City police station. 

Reason: he was caught setting fire to the 
control panel of the elevator that serviced 
Chowking's quarters. 

1 guess controversies are part and parcel 
of the Rodman bloodline. From what I 
heard, Dennis Rodman treated the Man- 
daue City hosts of the Bad Boy Tour with 
disdain. Even in Manila, Dennis was hardly 
approachable to rabid basketball fans. 

Whocares? 


De Guzman, 
Ikeda score 
playoff wins 


REGINA DE GUZMAN AND FIL-JAPANESE 
Chihiro Ikeda edged separate opponents in 
sudden-death playoff to rule their respective. 
divisions in the recent fifth leg of the Sam- 
sung Jungolf Tour at Wack Wack. 

De Guzman eagled the extra hole, the par-5 
10th, to beat Paulina Sotto for the girls Class A 
plum while Ikeda umed back Frances Bawal ina 
similar playoff for the girls Class B crown. 

Lawrence Celestino (boys Class B) and Korean 
Kim Ho Joon (boys Class A) topped their age: 
groups by a mere stroke in the toumey that 
marked the rerum of Wack Wack as host of the 
jungolf summer circuit. 

Celestino rallied from nine strokes down with 
a71 in the final round to win over Chun In-seong 
bya stroke in the event backed by Samsung and 
Philippine Airlines. Callaway Titleist, Mizuno, La 
Jolla, Taylor Made, Wilson, Ping, Auto Magic, 
Unilever, MCCI Air Liquid, ไพ อ ู บ โผ ชน Golf and 
Michael Guy are the other sponsors. 


Betb Celis 
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Sy quickest 


TYSON Sj heads the AF3 practice race at the Batangas Racing Circuit yesterday. 


mma PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 9 — 


SPORTS 


ROSARIO, BATANGAS--TYSON SY AND DADO PENA CONTINUED TO SHOW 
the way in practice runs Friday raising hopes a Filipino driver would score a big 
victory in the opening round of the 2006 Asian Formula Three series Saturday at 


the Batangas Racing Circuit here. 

For the second straight day, Sy, 18, 
logged the fastest lap time of one 
minute 28.182 at the 3.4-kilometer cir- 
cuit, with Pefia, of Team Goddard, not 
far behind at 1:28.26. 

‘The rest of the drivers, including the 
foreign contingent, were not far be- 
hind going into the qualifying series 
Saturday morning that will determine 
the grid positions for the opening 
round later in the afternoon. 

Briton James Winslow of JA Motor- 
sports was third fastest in the practice 
runs with a time of 1:29.063, followed 
by Irishman Ali Jackson of Aran Racing 
(1:29.358),  Speedtech's Moreno 
Soeprapto (1:29.605), Briton Dillon 
Battistini of JA” Motorsports 
(0:29.729), last years runner-up Irish- 
man John O'Hara of Aran Racing 
(1:29.868), Team Indonesia's Joson 
F3's Bagoes Hermanto (1:32.18) and 
brother Satrio Hermanto (1:32.51). 

Team Goddard's Michele Bumgar- 


Michele takes challenge of F3 racing 


THE — BUMGARNER — SIBLINGS— 
Michele and Mark—are back following 
their fruitful karting sint in Italy and will 
try their driving mettle with cars. 

Michele, the Asian Karting Queen, 
takes the challenge of driving a formula 
car against top caliber male rivals in the 
2006 Asian Formula 3 kicking off today 
at the Batangas Racing Circuit in Rosario, 
Batangas. 


hands on a fast race car as he debuts in 
the Touring Car Championship after 
‘competing in the Ford Lynx Cup last year 

“Testing her formula car in the past two 
days, Michele surprised everyone, includ- 
ing the veteran F3 drivers, as she man- 
aged a quite fast average lap time of 
13208. 

‘Bumgamer, who's backed up by the 
Department of Tourism, Petron, Accel, 


Kart Racing, and Jones Parrish Barlow Fi- 
nancial Services, will be running along- 
side Dado Pefia for Team Goddard. 

“That was so inspiring and 1 just 
couldn't wait to get into the actual race,” 
said Michele, who added another feather 
onher cap by being appointed as a Good- 
will Ambassador of Welfare and Sports 
recently by the Department of Tourism. 

She's under the tutelage of former AF3 


ner, trying her hands iñ AF3 after dom- 
inating last years karting series, 
docked 1:32.97 while fellow lady 
driver Gaby de la Merced of Speedtech 
Asia, another newcomer, clocked 
1:34.703. JP Tuason of Tuason Racing 
School logged 1:35.57. 

Another Filipino, 2003 champ Pe- 
pon Marave, failed to join the rest in 
morning practice runs, his car still in 
the pit being repaired by mechanics af- 
ter it was hit in practice by Jackson on 
Thursday. 

Although the races are fast shaping 
up to be a duel between the Pinoy 
young guns, Pefia said he expects the 
other drivers to push harder, especially 
during the qualifying session of the se- 
ries backed by PLDT myDSL, PLDT 
MyPAD, Yokohama Tires, Lima City 
Hotel, Denso Spark Plugs, Big Shot Bil- 
Bards, Suzuki, Oxy Enhanced Water, 
Ford, Tuason Racing School and Mossi- 
mo. 


X 


in practice; Peña 2nd 


Highlights of the opening round will 
be shown on Sunday from 10:30 a.m. 
to noon. The next two rounds Sunday 
will be broadcast live. Racing enthusir 
asts can log on to wwwasianf3.net for 
updates. 

“Tand Tyson are really close but Tm 
quite shocked why the other drivers 
are a little far off" said Peña, who 
clocked the fastest lap time of 1:28.6in 
practice runs later in the afternoon. 

“But you'll never know. I think 
theyll come out fast later and close the 
gap. [think I can push harder.” 

All cars will run with new tires for 
the qualifying run and this should 
translate into faster times, with Sy, 
fourth overall last year and winner of 
two rounds in Indonesia, confident he 
can still improve his clocking. 

“Kaya pa. Mas magiging maganda pa 
‘yung time sa mga susunod na labas,” 
said Sy, adding he would aim for at 
least second on the starting grid. — 

"Winslow, third overall last year, is al- 
so confident he would come up with 
better times, especially in the qualify- 
ing session 


European Union Cup up 


THREE CLASSY IMPORTS AND 
two battlescarred locals head the 
feld of challengers for the annual 
European Union Cup, a featured cup 
race marking the celebration of Eu- 
rope Month in the Philippines today 
at the Santa Ana Park. 
Spearheaded by the European 
Chamber of Commerce in the Philip- 
pines and the European Commis- 


stake P200,000 in guaranteed prize 
money to the winner sponsored by 
Philippine Racing Club Inc. 
Competing are imports Colombia 
Breeze (NZ), Frosty Bally (Aus) and 
Good Landing (Aus), as wel] as local: 
breds Native Land and defending 
cup champion Hellfire. Good Land: 
ing (Aus), racing under the banner. 
of businessman-sportsman Aristeo 


Mark, on the other hand, gets his Salon Prive, Gold's Gym, Oakley, City 


Benitez tops 
Shell karting | 


ESY 

E ST * of Jet Racing squeaked 
5 id past his rivals at the 
11 homestretch to top the 
NA Junior ROK class in the 
second leg of the 2006 
M ShellCali Superkarting 
Series recently at the 
Batangas Racing Circuit. 
The 11-year-old Ben- 
itez made a decisive ma- 
: meuver to overtake John 
Alvarez’ appidjaching the finish line and clock 

. 1448208, just 0.278 second ahead of Alvarez. 

*] just kept that strong fighting spirit through- 
out the race, 1 never really thought 1 could win,” 
said Benitez. "But when | got that dose to John 
(Alvarez), I knew I could overtake him.” 

“He has improved a lot,” said Elson Carpio, the 
Jet Racing head coach. “Artitude-wise, he's more 
matured, more fiery" 

Tt was a classic come-from-behind triumph as 
Benitez, backed by Bingo Bonanza Corp. Henry 
Sy Jc of SM companies and Willy Ocier of Pacific 
Online Systems Corp. and Belle Corp., was at sixth 
place going to the third lap of the race. 

Benitez moved up to third place on the 10th 
Jap, which saw polesier Juha Turalba got pulled 
out of the running following a collision with Al- 
warez. Benitez seized the opportunity and stuck 
dose to Alvarez on the next lap. 

Alvarez held on to the pole after the last curve 
going to the finish line, but Benitez pulled the cru- 
“dal maneuver to complete his conquest. 


champ Mark Goddard. BUMGARNER sion, the 1,500-meter event wil Puyat, looms as the early favorite. 
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SPORTSWATCH 


Tukaan derby at Roligon 

THE CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND OF ROLIGON MEGA 
Cockpit Tukaan 3-cock derby, which attracted a big 
felt of 205 entries, starts today with more than 100 
fights on tap. Main sponsors are Lakpue Drug Inc. and 
Thunderbird Enertone. Host Roly Ligon said that to- 
'day's fastest win champion will drive home a brand 
new Toyota Innova. Ed Patarawan of Bulacan (EMP I), 
who wona Toyota innova in tast months Largahan 
derby is among the quales today wih two points 
and may win another Innova. For deals, call 851- 
2275, 833-1638 and 852-9812. 


Makati 6-cocker resumes 
MAKATI COLISEUM'S BLOCKBUSTER COCKFEST, 
1he 317-entry Summer Salpukan 6-cock derby re- 
sums aL2 p.m. today with more than 100 encounters 
ined up. Tha event is the fth and last round of elmi- 
nations of the derby sponsored by B-Meg Derby Ace. 
The championship rounds are scheduled on May 11 
and 13. Unherdlded entries dominated last Thursdays 
elmination. Scoring three wins each were Dexter 
Sacosan (Hard Cuts), Lito Joseph (Maverick), Wimer 
Ting of Davao City (Davao Gold), Louie Cua (LCC) and 
Efren Canlas of Pampanga (Mayo Kinse Makati). Pro- 
moters are Lito Orllzza, Rudy Salud and Willem Co. 


Lagon, Marzo join SJC tilt 
POPULAR SWEATER MAN SONNY LAGON AND 
2005 World Slasher Cup champ Boy Marzo are 
among the eariy birds who confirmed thelr paricipa- 
tion in the SUC 9-Cock International Derby slated June 
5,7 and 9 at San Juan Coliseum. Sagupaan Complex- 
or 3000 is the sponsor. Lagon, in partnership with Ger- 
ry Ramos, recently won the Super Big Event 7-cock 
derby. Lagon will be partnered by Bruce Bamette of Al- 
 abama who Is known as the US Sweater man. Marzo, 
who topped the 2005 World Slasher Cup first leg, will 
Get support from his Japanese partner Morinobu 
“Taniguchi. Pit manager Pi Rivera sald guaranteed prize 
is PS million for an entry fee of P55,000. 


No minors allowed. Open to persons 18 years old and above only. Organizer reserves the right to refuse entry to those without IDs as proof of age 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
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Shaq fuels Heat surge 


NJ Nets usher undermanned Pacers to exit 


CHICAGO--MIAMI'S SHA- 
quille O'Neal and New Jer- 
sey's Richard Jefferson 
each scored 30 points 
Thursday, sparking road 
triumphs that advanced 
their teams to a National 
Basketball ^ Association 
playoff showdown. 

ONeal sank 13-0f24 shots, pulled 
down 20 rebounds, dished off five assists 
and blocked two shots in 38 minutes to 
lead the Miami Heat past the Chicago 
Bulls, 113-96. 

“When I was in the game my guys 
were looking for me,” O'Neal 


said, “Twas getting the ball ร 
in the right spots then I 


Jefferson and Vince Carter, who scored 
24 points, ignited the Nets past host Indi- 
ana, 96-90. 

Second seed Miami and third seed New 
Jersey each won their best-of-seven open- 
ing-round series four games to two and 
booked an Eastern Conference semifinal 
matchup. The Nets went 3-1 against the 
Heat during the season. 

“Were very confident,” O'Neal said. “A 
Jot oftimes we get into trouble we make a 
Jot of silly mistakes. We play with a lot of 
energy. The games we are supposed to 
‘win, we almost always win those games.” 

Detroit will face Cleveland or Washing- 
ton in the other Eastem semifinal. The 
Cavaliers own a 3-2 edge on the Wizards, 
who host game six Friday, 

O'Neal turned back the clock to his Los 
Angeles Lakers days of dominating rivals 
with ease, the three-time NBA Finals Most 

Valuable Player avoiding foul trouble to 


that’s how its going to be most of the 
time,” O'Neal said. “Games two, three, 
four and five I was in foul trouble. Tonight 
Twasn'tin foul trouble so I could do what T 
do" 

The Heat, losers in all nine prior NBA 
playoff games at Chicago, never trailed. 
They built a 55-41 halftime lead and kept 
the Bulls to 32 percent first-half shooting. 

“We started the game extremely well,” 
Heat coach Pat Riley said. “We weren't 
tuming it over and we were scoring. They 
were missing a lot of shots. We came out 
and established ourselves. They seemed a 
little tight in the beginning.” 

Dwyane Wade scored 23 points and 
showed little sign of the bruised hip he 
suffered in Game 5. Udonis Haslem added 
17 points and 14 boards for the Heat. 

“Our coaches will have a great game 
plan put together,” Wade said. “No matter 
where the games in the next series are 


‘The Bulls pulled within 

97-88 with 4:57 remaining but 
Haslem scored five points in a row 
and James Posey had a steal and layup 
to help seal victory. 

Kirk Hinrich led Chica 
points. 

“Its very disappointing not to advance, 
Hinrich said. "We had this series tied at 2- 
2, then for the most part we just had a cou- 
ple of really rough games where we didn't 
play like ourselves.” 

in Indianapolis, Jason Kidd added 
eight points, 12 rebounds and 11 assists 
for the Nets while the Pacers, who 
won the series opener on the road 
but dropped four of the next fiv 
got a career-high 40 points by 
Anthony Johnson, Kidd's back 
up on New Jersey's 2002 and 
2003 runner-up teams. AFP 

๑ NBA on SOLAR SPORT 
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‘was able to get my shots 


played, at home or on the road they will 
and hit them.” 


be great games.” 


Suns burn Lakers, force 
4, deciding seventh game 


LOS ANGELES—STEVE NASH SCORED 
32 points and Tim Thomas hit a 3- 
pointer to force overtime, lifting 
wey Phoenix over the Los Angeles Lakers 
126-118 Thursday to level their Na- 
tional Basketball Association playoff 
series. 
Seconds from elimination, the 
Suns rallied to ruin a 50-point perfor- 
mance from Kobe Bryant to force a de- 
ider Saturday at Phoenix. The Suns can 
become only the eighth NBA team to win a 
best-of seven series after trailing 3-1 
ung in there. We've gone through a lot 
of adversity” Nash said. "We hung in and kept 
playing. We just stuck with what got us here.” 
Thomas, coming off back-to-back 3-point 
misses, evened the game at 105-105 with a shot 


Cavani vs Wastingon (8 am 
he.630pm rep) 


BBS ouscthe Bulls 


BI “if Tm on the court and Im active ARS 


from beyond the are with 6.3 seconds to play in 
the fourth quarter, following up a Nash miss with 
the only Sun basket of the last three minutes. 

“1 rushed my 3," Nash said. “Timmy 
sidestepped his man and made a big shot.” 

“I thought to myself, fT get my hands on it, 
Ive gottolet it go,” said Thomas. “Iwas still con- 
dent. It was a big shot.” 

The Suns, who forced 20 Lakers turnovers, 
shot 7-0f 8 from the field to open the extra ses- 
sion and seized a 120-111 lead with 59 seconds 
remaining on a Thomas 3-pointer and a Boris Di- 
aw alley-oop pass for a Shawn Marion dunk. 

Bryant added two late 3-pointers, reaching a 
career playoff high and his seventh 50-point ef- 
fort of the season, but it was not enough to catch 
the Suns. 

Phoenix guard Raja Bell was serving a one- 


MIAMI Heat's 
Shaquille O'Neal 
highlights his huge 
playoff performance 
with a slam dunk. 
The Heat advanced 
to the second round 
of the NBA playoffs 
after showing the 
Chicago Bulls the 
door. d 


game suspension for wrapping his arm around 
Bryant's neck in a takedown move that got him 
ejected from game five. He will be back to de- 
fend Bryant in the deciding game. 

“We were able to make up for the loss of Raja 
Bell,” said Suns coach Mike D'Antoni. 

"We did this for Raja,” Nash said. 

The Lakers-Suns winner will face the Los An- 
geles Clippers in the second round. 

“We had it all done but crossing the T Lakers 
coach Phil Jackson said. AFP 


FIRST SINCE '45 


Wie makes men's cut. 


INCHEON, SOUTH KOREA— 
American 16-year-old Michelle 
Wie became the first woman to | 
‘make the cut in a major men's tour 
event since 1945 when she fired a 
three-under 69 on Friday in the 
second round of the Asian Tour's 
SK Telecom Open. 

The Hawaiian schoolgirl had 
been bidding to make her first 
halfway cut in eight appearances 
against the men. The last woman 
to make the final two rounds of a 
senior men's event was Babe Za- 
harias at the 1945 Los Angeles 
Open, 

Filipino Angelo Que also made the cut with 
rounds of 71-69. Juvic Pagunsan, however, 
failed to advance following a 76 and a 70. 

Wie carded four birdies and one bogey in 
the second round, giving her a two-round to- 


^ 


Executive cars at executive packages. 


tal of five under, five shots behind 
the clubhouse leaders. 

“I still can't believe that I made 
the cut,” Wie told reporters. “i 
will be even happier tonight 
when itall sinks in." 

Wie, who was particularly hap: 
py with her putting, said she was 
aiming for a solid finish in the 
tournament and that she was 
looking forward to playing 
against the men in the US. 

"Wie is five strokes behind club: 
house leaders Jeev Milkha Singh 

.5 under, seres OfIndia and South Korea's Lee Se- 
ung-ho, who are both at; 10-un- 
der. 

Wie, who regularly hits her drives over 300 
yards, missed the cut by one stroke at the 
Casino World Open in Japan last November. 
after bogeying the last two holes. Reuters 


Mayol underdog. . . 


official weigh-in to dis- 
pel allegations that he 
had to drastically cut 
down on food in order E 

to make the 105 lbs 2 
Loo 104.5 bs 105165 

Mayol also regis- 
tered a better pulse 
rate, 46 per minute, 
against 77 for the 27- 
year-old — champion. 
But the dusky, marble- 
eyed punching marvel 
from Mandaue City is 
expected to have his hands full against Kyowa 
(15-1, 6 KOs) who suffered his lone defeat after 
dislocating a shoulder ina title bout. 

Kyowa, who bared a thicker chest and bal- 
anced all-around build, was described by Mayol, 
Who had watched the champion from ringside 
twice, as a very active power-puncher. 

When Japanese reporters wondered if he was 
not intimidated by the champion's solid build, 
‘Mayol quipped through interpreter Kunio 
‘Takano, a UP graduate, that he was not vying for 
a body-building championship. 

“Tm in the best form of my career,” said May- 
ol, who added that he had sparred over a hun- 
dred rounds, both in Manila and here, to achieve 
championship peak. 


From page A23 


He said he, indeed, 
used to have a tough 
time making the 105- 
Ibs limit before. How- 
ever, he surprised ev- 
erybody, including 
himself, after he did 
not suffer any trouble, 
both in diet and-train- 
ing, for his first erack at 
a world crown, 

The tide bout is 
scheduled at 8:30 p.m. 
(7:30 pm. in Manila) 
and will be beamed via satellite through Solar 
Sports and IBC-13. 

Defending OPBF bantamweight champion 
Malcolm Tuhacao fights challenger Yasuo Kijima 
‘of Japan in the main undercard. 

Kyowa did acknowledge that Mayol, a right- 
hander, has a strong left hand. 

“1 know my opponent is strong and good but 
Tm ready to do my best" said Kyowa, who is mak- 
ing a mandatory defense, through an interpreter 

Manny Pacquiao, provided a plane ticket and 
accommodation at the famed Tokyo Dome Hotel 
by Yasuo Matsuoka, Mayol's manager, was being 
awaited here last night although unconfirmed 
reports said the RP boxing superstar missed hi 
flight from GenSan to Manila. 


Kyowa, 5 


166 ems 
54 


160cms 
535" 
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S Mala St 
tolti anew 


By Nestor U. Torre 


locally, but on international screens as well. A host of movie super- 
heroes is about to zap and zoom into movie theaters all over the 
world, led by one of the most iconic superheroes of them all, Superman. 
The latest wave of movies about Clark Kent and his super-alter ego began in 1978, with 
Christopher Reeve playing the quintessential Man of Steel. Next came "Superman 2" in 1980, 
“Superman 3” in 1983 and “Superman 4" in 1987, all with Reeve topbilling before his ironicac- 
felled him and transformed him 

into a real-life hero in his own right. 
This year, the Man of Stee!'s seminal story 
is told anew, in “Superman Returns,” with a 
fresh, new hunk, Brandon Routh, clinching 
the prized title role—but only after a very 

long search. 


T HE FANTASY CRAZE IN SHOW BUSINESS IS EVIDENT NOT JUST 


Plum role 

Other actors considered for the plum role 
include Brendan Fraser, Ashton Kutcher, Josh 
Hartnett, Paul Walker, James Caviezel, Jerry 
O'Connell and David Boreanaz! 

"What does the new “Superman” film offer 
that past productions haven't? It’s definitely a 
movie for today's viewers, edgier and more 
mordant than usual, without giving up the 

franchise's ability to thrill and 
inspire: 
This time around, Kal-El (Super: 
man) returns from a visit to his 
home planet of Krypton, to find out 
if he was the only survivor after 
the planet’s destruction. He is 
reunited with his adoptive 
mother (Eva Marie Saint) and 
learns that his beloved Lois 
Lane (Kate Bosworth) ha: 
had a child by another man 
(James Marsden). 
‘Ar the same time, his old 
nemesis, Lex Luthor (Kevin 
Spacey), has been released 
from jail and vows to crush 
him once and for all. O! 
course, Superman refus 
es to cooperate, and in 
stead rescues the 
world from total d: 


ROUTH. Stars struction. 


in edgier and 
more mordant 
tale about the 
iconic Man of 
Steel. 


New nemeses 
Hot on Superman’s heels come other su 
perheroes in their own appropriately mega 
spectacular productions: "Spider-Man 
has Toby Maguire facing new neme 
ses—Sandman, Hobgoblin and Venom. 
‘Much more imminent is the showing 
CARICATURE BY ALERT RODRIGUEZ pakara, DEN 


NOW SHOWING 


Fish out of water 


By Rito P. Asilo 


“Aquamarine” 
D: Elizabeth Allen 
S: Emma Roberts, Joanna “JoJo” Levesque, Sara Paxton 


LOVE IS A MYTH. OR SO-THE FATHER OF MERMAID, AQUAMARINE 
(Sara Paxton), insists. After a violent storm, when the naive half-human, 
halffish beauty is washed ashore in Florida--and into the lives of 15-year- 
old eighth graders Claire (Emma Roberts) and Hailey (JoJo)—the mer- 
maid's life takes a serendipitous tum. 

Claire and Hailey are spending the final days of summer daydreaming 
about hunky lifeguard, Raymond (Jake McDorman), and dreading the 
transfer of Hailey's family to Australia. 

‘Bur, the toothsome twosome sees a flicker of lightat the end of the tunnel 
when Aqua seeks their help to accomplish her “mission impossible”: To 
prove that love exists—in three days! 


Wishes 
‘The tweeners' assistance comes at a price, however. You see, in the world 
according to Aquamarine, wishes are granted to those who help scaly 
damsels in distress. For Aqua, however, the stakes are higher: Her hand has 
been promised to a spoiled, rich merman she doesn't love. If she gets Ray- 
‘mond to fall in love with her, she'll be released from a fate worse than eating 
spoiled sushi. But, time is running 
Elizabeth Allen's light and 
breezy film, based on Alice 
Hoffman's novel, is pre- 
dictable, but it doesn't pre- 
tend to be more than the 
featherweight fluff it is. 
Happily, its young protago- 
nists, Roberts and 
Levesque, exude a sprightly 
charm and youthful exu- 
berance that lend plausibi 
« ity to cinematic pulp! 
: LEVESQUE 
AND 
ROBERTS. 
Exude sprightly 
charm and 
youthful 
exuberance. 
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LYE | SATURDAYSpecial 
E| Juno Henares stars in sex comedy 


p, By Edmund L. Sicam 


SATURDAY, 
MAY 6, 2006 


AS VICE PRESIDENT 

for programming of 

Sky Cable, Juno 

Henares has. her 

hands full negotiat, 

ing with content 

providers, coordinat- 

ing with sister com- 

panies and handling T 
Skys PR require- E 
ments. Juno's first HENARES. Has 
love, however, is act- reconnected with 
ing, so despite her her theater buddies. 
busy schedule, she 
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has agreed to appear in Rep's “Two and Two 
Make Sex" at Onstage in Makati. 
Affair 

Juno plays Ruth, writer of a “Dear Abby" 
type column. Her advice is sought by almost- 
50 Clare, who fears her husband, George, is 
having an affair with twentysomething Jane, 
who in turn is involved with Nick. 

With her demand- 
ing job and as the 
wife of  Tonichi 
Chuidian and mother 
of their chidren, 
Juno realized that 
she could not be as 
involved with show 
business as she was 
inthe'80s. 

But she reconnect- 
ed with her theater 
buddies and decided 
to join the Trumpets 
production of "The 
Lion, The Witch and 
The Wardrobe" It 
would take several 
years before she 
could do. another 
play: this time a 
Repertory children's 
theater production, 
“The Emperors New 
Clothes,” which raj 
in December 2005. ^ 


แต พ ร อ ร City Wah 2, Easton CRY 
eget Ave (5) zn Cy) 
[rmi 


Jinan SILENT HILL. 


Negotiations _ + 

Juno says her the 
ater background has 
helped her a lot in 
her present job, espe- 
cially when it in- 
volves negotiations. 
Acting has given her 
the confidence to 
deal with different 
personalities and cul- 
tures. 

Juno is enjoying 
her corporate job but 
admits she misses the 
stage. Thats why, 
when her schedule 
permits, she accepts 
acing assignments 
like "Two and Two 
Make Sex.” 

Her only frustra- 
tion as a performer is 
acting for the movies, 
where actors get a 
record of their body of 
work. "You can see 
how you have grown, 
something that is not 
available in theater” 
she sighs. — (Cal 
8870710 or 891999.) 
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“X-Men: The Last 
Stand," the third in- 
stallment in the pop- 
ular film series about. 
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r"super-freaks." 

"The Last Stand" 
reunites all of the se- 
res key cast mem- 
bers, who will say 
goodbye to the prof- 
itable film franchise 
with this final install- 
ment, 

"Wolverine" is a 
spin-off from the hit 
"X-Men" franchise, 
with Hugh Jackman 
playing the title char- 
acter 

Plus: "My Super Ex- 
Girlfriend," a comedy 
that tums the super- 
hero ethos on its ear, 
with Uma Thurman 
using her extraordi- 
nary powers to avenge 
herself on the lout who 
broke her heart. 

And, in "Zoom," 
Tim Allen is cast asa 
retired superhero 
who looks for kids to 
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SATURDAYSpecial 


Takashi Shimizu . . 


From page A2-4 
information on the secrets and 
events that inspired "The Da Vin- 
ci Code" in a one-hour special, 
“Da Vinci Declassified,” at 9 p.m. 
on May 8, encoring at 10 p.m. on 
May 14. 


Movies on TV 
On HBO, May 6 at 7:30 p.m., 
“New Jack City.” May 7 at 6:30 


Which Way You Can.” 
0:55 p.m., "New York 


eman, May 6 at 2:25 
dinary Decent Crimi- 


mal Sunshine of the 

Mind.” May 8 at 8 p.m is- 
antville." May 9 at 2:35 p.m., "Mr. 
Deeds Goes to Town.” 


ROSSUM. Starsin 
“Poseidon.” 
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` Reserve your seats by texting SURESEATS OB3 
or SURESEATS G4 to 2333 (Globe ) or 211 (Smart) 


_ Or log on to www.suresents.com 
pn > for web reservation 


* For screening schedule, pis. call 729-7777 
MTRCB Rating: Parental Guidance 13 


Ld 


'OUNTS... EVERY CHOICE MATTERS... 


ECOND Ct 
ANG EVERY. MOMENT. EVERY BREATH. 
COULD BE YOUR LAST... 


SERVA 
Opens MAY 10 ot oli - 0 


A MTRCB Rating: P6-13 


5 mission mpossisLe3 M 


gem Seno BAG nt) 


Cebu Business Month's Opening Salvo Fashion TV Model School 
May 5, 2008 May 6, 2006 


Dinner Theater 
May 9 & 16, 2006 


‘Repertory Philippines presents TWO & TWO MAKE SEX 
‘at REP's Globe Theater - May 5,637 
For inquiries, pis. call 887-0710 
Registration is now ongoing for Ayala Museum's 
‘Summer Art Festival Workshop 2006 
Inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www.ayalamuseum.org 
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Takashi Shimizu unveils latest shocker 


AFTER HIT ASIAN HORROR MOVIES LIKE 
“The Ring" and "The Grudge" comes director 
‘Takashi Shimizu's latest shocker, "Reincarna- 
tion.” 

Itstarts with a report that tells viewers that a 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER mr e 


SATURDAYSpecial 


director is making a film about a 1970 murder 
spree in a Tokyo hotel. The perpetrator, a pro- 
fessor, went mad and killed his wife, nine hotel 
guests, and his daughter—all the while record- 
ing his acts of brutality on a camcorder. 


MONTAGE 


A 


Actress Nagisa Sugiura auditions for and 
clinches the daughter's role. But, she is terri- 
fied when she has a vision and experiences 
the 1970 murders as if they're happening 
around her. 
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She also finds the camcorder, has its 
footage processed, and discovers the mystery 
behind the massacre. She ends up fearing that 
she, too, will suffer the same fate. “Reincarna- 
tion (Rinne)” opens May 10. 


On Nickelodeon 

On May 14, Nickelodeon presents a two-hour 
special spotlighting Mothers Day-themed 
episodes of Nick favorites like “Danny Phantom," 
“The Adventures of Jimmy Neutron,” "The Fairiy 
Odd Parents” and "SpongeBob Squarepants.” 

Watch out also for new episodes of "Avatar: 
The Legend of Aang,” at 5:30 p.m. on May 19. 

“Unfabulous” at 7:30 p.m. on May 21 in- 
vites you to join 13-year-old Addie Singer as 
she tackles relationship issues like jealousy, 
keeping her friends together, and breaking 
up. For more exciting highlights, log on to 
wwwnicksplat.com. 


‘Poseidon’ premiere 

‘The invitational gala premiere of “Poseidon” 
ison May 7 at the Shangri-La complex. Directed 
by Wolfgang Petersen, the film stars Josh Lucas, 
Kurt Russell, Richard Dreyfuss, Emmy Rossum, 
Jacinda Barrett and Mike Vogel. 


10 Most Popular Asian Artists 
At 1 pam, today, Channel [V] features the 
10 Most Popular Asian Artists. On May 13, the 
focus is on Jericho Rosales, Sheila Majid, Siti 
Nurhaliza and Utada Kiraku. On May 20, 
Modern Dog, PRU, Ahli Figir and Lo. On May 
7, Wang Lee Hom and Jay Chou. 


“Da Vinci Declassified’ 
The Discovery Channel reveals new 
TAKASHI A23 


Been there, 
seen that 


By Noelani Torre 


IF YOU'RE UNDER SIX YEARS OLD, 
you'll probably enjoy Disney's CGI animat- 
ed feature “The Wild." If you're the poor 
grown-up who's taking the kids to see a 
movie, however, you'l probably enjoy the 
fact that this one runs for a thankfully 
brief one hour and 25 minutes. It’s long 
enough to make you feel soporific, but not 
comatose. 

It's not that the movie doesn't gener- 
ate any excitement—visually at least it's. 
quite impressive, and there's enough ac- 
tion in the story to keep sugar-crazed 
youngsters satisfied. Unfortunately, that 
same story also happens to sound like 
“Madagascar” (DreamWorks). 


Natives 

‘The stars in “The Wild” are again New 
York zoo animals who venture out into 
the real, non-urban jungle in pursuit of 
one of their co-inmates. They're similar- 
ly involved in a sea journey, and land on 
a lush, verdant place where the natives 
are a little strange. Of course, the film's 
four scriptwriters didn't second-guess 
everything from “Madagascar.” They al- 
so put in a bit of “Finding Nemo” and 
“TheLion King.” 

Here's how it goes: Samson (Kiefer 
Sutherland) is one of the stars in the zoo. 
His cub Ryan (Greg Cipes) gets locked 
inside a box destined to be shipped to 
Africa and Samson—with the help of 
friends Benny the squirrel (Jim Belushi), 
Bridget the giraffe (Janeane Garofalo), 
Larry the anaconda (Richard Kind) and 
Nigel the koala (Eddie Izzard)—goes af- 
terhim. 


Wildebeest 

When they get to Africa, they find out 
that they have to contend with a lot of 
wildebeest led by a demented Kazar 
(William Shamer). They are determined to 
stop being at the bottom of the food chain 
and getto the top instead—a shift to preda- 
tor transformation that involves their 
killing the top predators, lions. Also, there's 
a volcano nearby that’s going to erupt. 

‘Samson and Ryan do the father-son 
thing ala “Lion King" and “Finding 
Nemo.” Ryan has a roaring problem and 
he feels that he will never live up to his 
father's reputation as a champion roarer. 
Samson, who's forever regaling his son 
with his exploits in the wild, has a few 
secrets of his own. ด 

The father-son thing may be a cliché, 
but it can still be heartwarming, Unfor- 
tunately, here it ends up being trite and 
schmaltzy les the whole mechanized 
Disney process that sees no problem in 
doing the same thing over and over 
again as long as its profitable. 


Odd couple 

‘As for the humor, there isn’t much of 
it. The squirrel is in love with the giraffe, 
but that odd-couple relationship is fun- 
ny only in the beginning. The anaconda 
is sort of spaced out, but he doesn't have 
any amusing spaced-out lines. The 
koala, who strangely enough has a 
British accent courtesy of Izzard, is 
sometimes droll, but not enough to com- 
pensate for everybody else's dryness. 

If there's anything here worth noting, 
it would be the photorealism they put in- 
to the animation. Samson's fur, we are 
told, has more than six million separate 
hair follicles. Too bad it takes more than 
realistic hair to make a good movie, 
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Empowering 
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Marvin, Jennifer 
pursue their 
other passions 


By Jocelyn Valle 


DO YOU KNOW 
what stars do when 
theyre neither in 
front of the camera 
morat home taking 
abreak? They pur- 
sue their other in- 
terests. 

Marvin Agustin 
takes over the sushi 
bar at Sumo Sam, 
the five-month-old 
restaurant at 
Shangri-La Mall that 
he co-owns. Yes, he 
can make delicious 
Califomia maki and spicy tuna roll—with a pas- 
sion! 

“Iba kapag hilig mo talaga, iba ang bagsak ng 
ingredients,” he beams, adding that he learned 
to cook from his mother. He's also taken up a 
cooking course at the Intemational School for 
Culinary Arts and Hotel Management. 


AGUSTIN. Loves 
Japanese cuisine. 


Favorite food 

“Jes my all-time favorite food,” says one of 
the leads of "I Love New York" about Japanese 
cuisine. 

“Napakasarap, healthy at saka hindi messy 
kainin. And the art and discipline in preparing 
and cooking it, awesome!” 

Has Marvin found the right balance be- 
tween being an actor and a restaurateur? 

“Naku, nalilito na ako!" he shakes his head. 
“Noong premiere night ng “Kutob' last year, 
6:30 ang call time namin pero 7 p.m. na, gu- 
magawa pa ako ng sushi. Pagtingin ko sa cell 
phone ko, si Direk Joey Reyes nagti-text. Sabi 
ko, ‘Punta na ako dyan, Direk, maghuhugas 
lang ako ng kamay.” 


Wig styling 

Jennifer Sevilla, on the other hand, is able 
to incorporate her newfound passion for wig 
styling into her acting profession. “Eto si 
Yvonne,” she grins, showing the hairpiece 
that she used to wear on the recently conclud- 
ed season of "Now and Forever.” 

“At first, sini-set ang hair ko kasi ‘pag kontra- 
bida, ang gusto nila kulot,” she explains. "Every 
taping na lang, they'd style my hair. Nakakasira 
ng buhok! Pag mainit, madaling matanggal ang 
kulot and at the same time, hassle sa set kasi hi- 
hintayin ka pa. Pag wig, ready na.” 

Jennifer happily reports that most ofthe wigs 
that other aciors wear on various TV shows 
come from Mannequin Incorporated, which 
sells hairpieces and visual merchandising items 
in Tutuban. She takes care of the creative and 
marketing aspects of the company that her 
boyfriend Seymour Go put up in 2004. 

‘Though she enjoys channeling her flair for 

fashion into her wigs, 

Jennifer still hopes to 
3 go back to designing 
clothes. Between 

2000 and 2004, she 

designed gowns for 

friends while accept- 
ing orders for compa- 
my uniforms, and 
scrubs for. physical 
therapy students. 
"Running my own 
boutique remains one 
of my goals. But my 
hean is really in act- 
ing," intones one of the 
indusays most gifted 
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By Nestor U. Torre 


THESE DAYS, ANGELINA JOLIE IS VERY 
much in the news because she's about to 
give birth to her love child with Brad Pitt. 
Yes, the big screen's hit couple, Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith, have upstaged Tom Cruise 
and Katie Holmes as the show biz world's 
most visible and exciting tandem. 
“TomKat” are now proud parents, while 
“Brangelina” are still to give birth, so all 
eyesare on them. 


Concerned individual 

For her part, however, Angelina can’t 
be bothered with such superficial and 
shrill “natal news” exploitation. At the 
height of her pregnancy two weeks 
ago, she flew to Namibia, not in her 
show biz capacity, but as a con- 
cerned individual who used her 

n celebrity status to shed ligh 
and to focus the world’s atten- 
tion on the tragedy taking place in that 


“Kenny 


Perfectly marinated with lemongrass, ginger, 
Enjoy it with garlic rice, our very own achara and Inasal sauce prepare 


benighted African nation. 

Jolie knows she can’t solve all of the 
country’s problems, so she’s focusing 
‘on empowering its youth through edu- 
cation. A lot of Namibia's social ills 
happen because the population is too 
poor to afford the education it needs to 
know its rights and powers. 

Ina TV interview, Angelina somberly 
observes, “Its the worst thing in the world 
for a father and mother not to be able to 
educate and properly rear their children. 
In fact, education can even save lives. As 
‘many as 700,000 people could be saved 
from dying from AIDS if they were better. 
educated on how to prevent it” 


Goal 

Thats why the'star has set as her 
goal to make education at least until 
the fifth grade available to every 
Namibian child by 2015. She urges 
Viewers in other countries to donate 
what they can, pointing out that it 


Y Special 


takes only a few dollars to educate a 
child in Africa. 

She raps Americans for not doing 
enough for Namibia, revealing that 
Great Britain donates 300 percent of 
what the US does. 

Why should Americans concern 
themselves with the troubles ofa coun- 
try so far away from ther? Angelina ri- 
postes, "Dont just fix your home—if 
the neighborhood around us falls 
apart, we're all done for.” 


Inspiring 

Its refreshing and inspiring to see 
‘Angelina focusing her energies, not on 
her personal concerns, but on using her 
celebrity to help others. The whole 
world is going ga-ga over the fact that 
she's bearing hunky Brad's child, but 
she frankly couldn't care less about all 
the fuss and bother. 

May other celebrities be as productive 
in the use of their own star power to make 
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the world a better kinder place to live in.: 
Another celebrity who did exactly that 
recently is George Clooney. His own mis- 
sion took him to the Sudan, which has its 
own festering cruelties and social ills, 
and he's chosen to throw the spotlight on 
that country's huge AIDS problem. 
May Angelina and Georges tribe in 
crease! Pinoy stars, what are you doing 
to improve other people's lives and fu- 
ture prospects? * 
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Richard Merk revives Pinoy classics 


By Remy M. Umerez 


Merk, is a collection of well-loved 
Filipino ditties and kundimans. 
"ALAALA, THE NEWLY RELEASED CD BY RICHARD What prompted Richard to pro- 


MTRCS > PSIST 


NOW SHOWING 


duceit? 

“When I watch old 
INN movies on Cinema 
One, they never fail to 
indude scenes where 
male stars sing love 
songs to their leading 
ladies. The finales of 
these films feature fes- 
tive songs and folk 
dances. The album is my tribute io oür musi- 
cal heritage. With that concept in mind, 1 de- 
cided to tweak it ล bit by jazzing up their in- 
terpretations," Richard explains. 


Album 

Launched recently at Merks Bistro & Bar, 
the album features "Hindi Kita Malimot,” 
"Ang Tangi Kong Pag-ibig,” “Maala-ala Mo 
Kaya,” “Sapagkat Kamiy Tao Lamang,” 
“Ikaw,” “Mahiwaga” and “Kailangan Kita.” 

The songs composers read like a who's 
who of the music industry: Josefino Cenizal, 
George Canseco, Ernani Cuenco, Levi Celerio, 
Tony Maiquez, Constancio de Guinan, Restie 
Umali and Leopoldo Silos. 

The title track (“Alaala”) was coriposed by 
Noel Cabangon, who wrote it as d reminder of 
the Leyte tragedy. 

“Alaala” is Richard's first OPM album and, 
though he gives the songs a jazzy beat, he 
treats them with respect. 

Proceeds of the album will benefit victims 
of the St. Bernard tragedy through the 
Panaghoy Children's Foundation. 


MERK. Tribute to 
‘our musical heritage. 
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30th anniversary by 
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lives—our moms. 

Learn tips on how 
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lematic child-rearing 
situations using the 
mind. Find out what 
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Mima CINEMAS 


celebrity moms have 
to say about their 
kids. 


Gift ideas 

Mr. & Ms. also of- 
fers gift ideas for 
mothers. There is an 
article on Angels and 
Ghosts and how one 
person sees the im- 
age of her dead 
mother. 

Mr. & Ms. sustains 
its paranormal slant 
with features from 
Jaime T. Licauco, 
who informs readers 
on the difference be- 
tween demonic pos- 
session and insanity. 

On the other hand, 
writer Nita Umali- 
Berthelsen shares her 
thoughts on the 
Omens of Death. 
Other features in- 
dude psychic 
Frances Gloria's 
“Sexual Violence in 
Past Lives” and 
Mariel Francisco's 
thoughts on what is 
good and bad accord- 
ing Don Miguel 
Ruiz's "The Four 
Agreements." 


Movies 

Read about the 
third installment of 
“X-Men,” plus other 
movies showing this 
month. 

Other important 
features: a heart doc- 
tor talks about mend- 
ing broken hearts, on 
the earth's dwindling 
water supply how 
stopping — smoking 
can improve the skin, 
and the unity 
ipinos crave for, 
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THE MANDY 
Navasero Batanes Pho- STREET 


to Safari, Part Il, is slat- 
ed from May 21 10 24 SMART 


via Asian Spirit. 

See Sabtang, one of 
the 10 islands where 
Ivatan culture is pre- 
served, including the 
famous stone houses, 
unique headgear, and 
the craggy coastline 
reminiscent of Scot- 
land. There are light- 
houses, and the Chawa 
Viewdeck in Mahatao looks out on the lapis 
lazuli splendor of the China Sea. 


Old churches 

‘Old churches and an abandoned naval sta- 
tion serve as added postcard subjects for pho- 
tographers. The Fundacion Pacita Abad hous- 
es Ivatan artworks. 

“Boulder Beach” is named for the arresting 
polished rocks covering the entire stretch of 
sand. And the highlight of the Photo Safari is 
the vista of rolling hills in Vayang where one 


Mandy 
Navasero 


YAY See Posters and Flyers for details 


Movie 
BEAT the HEAT at the 


movie tickets 
for the price of 


Particpating Branches: 
Novaiches Dasmariñas, Imus. Sta. Rosa, 
San Fernando, Pampanga and Kolo 


APRIL 16 to MAY 16 


ANY MOVIE 
Mondays thru Fridays 
{except Wednesdays) 


Weoglest thing 
a Samir] 


รี 201, sanan of 2006 


canhike, watch and shoot the sunset! 
Call 899-1767 or 896-3208 or email man- 
dynavasero@yahoo.com 


No fear of death 


THE PERSON OR SOUL 
is etemal and undying. LOTUS 


Being etemal, there is 
no reason forthe person POND 
to suffer even if the 
body dies, And yet, 
death is a fearful thing 
formany people. 
Although people 
may have heard that 
the soul is eternal, 
they bayo ร fear R. Valencia 
of death because it 
doesnt just mean 4724 S. 
leaving but also emer- Bismark 
ing somewhere 
else--and they are not in control of what they 
will face next. 
‘They also know that they face the conse- 
quences of their past actions. The price to pay 
depends on what they have done. 


2. 


Suffering 

The Supreme Father does not enjoy the suf- 
fering of His children; it makes Him very sad. 
Out of His compassion, He offers an opportu- 
nity to those who have not surrendered to 
Him: IF one takes shelter in the Father in the 
form of His Holy Names, the living entity be- 
gins to be purified of the sinful contamination 
from his previous activities. 

Asthe Holy Names wash the heart clean, nat- 
ural love for God begins to manifest itself. En- 
‘veloped by love for the Supreme, we have no fear 
of death because we have His full protection, 

We have a choice in life. We can live as ma- 
terialistic false lords and face the conse- 
quences, or take shelter in the Supreme and 
liveas His eternal loving servants, 


Opposites 

People sometimes rationalize, “If there is 
no evil, we won't appreciate good.” This is the 
yin-yang philosophy. Ir is true that in the ma- 
terial world, you have opposites or dualities 
But we must transcend duality. 

For the spiritualist, day and night are both 
good because he serves God. The Supreme 
Lord is wonderful and brings happiness and 
protection to His servants in all circumstances. 
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Inflation slowed down to 7.196 in April 


Increase in consumer prices 
eases due to high farm yields 


By Michelle V. Remo rice (from 7.1 to 5.6 percent), fish. 
(4.6 to 4.5 percent), meat (28 00 ff = 
CONSUMER PRICES 2.4 percent), eggs (6 to 5.9 per- CrossWINDs 


cent), and dairy products (6.3 to 
grew 7.1 percent year- §percent). A 


on-year in April, regis- ^ Prices of fruits and vegetables ไช้ D P 1 

on year In AM fom ‘waster an nereasc ofS. e MERE eux Pointe 
g cent, the same as the previous 

the 7.6 percent record- month's, while the cost of corn 


eda month ago, as low- ose from 3 to 3.5 percent, 
à Victor Abola, economics pro- 


er price increments fessor from the University of Asia 
were recorded across and the Pacific, said in an inter- 

i di view with the Inquirer that the 
all commodity groups, deceleration of inflation had to 
including food prod- do with the improved harvests in 
—— the farm sector that helped 


€——S 


The latest inflation yryamow nares k X 

rate was also more than, แห จ ร เษ ศ ห ล ณ ต ^ 

rcp HIGHEST PEAK 
er than the 8.5 percent | z D 
recorded in April last taka 

year, according to the 
National Statistics Of- 
fice. 

The NSO reported 
that inflation for food 
products slowed down propped up supply early this 
to 6.1 percent from 6.5 percent year. 
the previous month. The entire ^ The agriculture sector grew 
food, beverage and tobacco 4.8percentin the first quarter, re- 
(FBT) group recorded a deceler- versing the 0.1-percent contrac- 
ated inflation of 6.1 percent from tion recorded during the same 
the 6.4 percent in March. period last year, and better than 

Food products that posted the government's 4-percent fore- 
slower inflation rates included INFLATION) B2. 


SSS gets 
GMAs 
support 
iu in EPCIB 
ย 1 dispute 


PESO-DOLLAR RATE ByGIC. 


ipse E S Cabacungan Jr. 
Asof5 p. tay 5.2006. PRESIDENT MACA- 
SV A pagal Arroyo is sup- 
NG ring the position 

7 sane Gi porting the p 
Ynang 
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of the Social Security 
MeofSpm. Pay, 2006 System to hold off 
a ซา the sale of its shares 
GOLD: $662.70-63.20 3 in Equitable- 
PClBank, as pro- 
posed by the Govern- 
ment Service and In- 
surance System, until 
the Supreme Court 
has cleared up all le- 
gal questions on the 
disposition of the 
pension fund's 
shares. 
“(The President] 
Wm mai has said nothing 
เพ Page B6) about our transac- 
tions because she un- 
Shares end 4.2296 up HE di Gol, 
SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY rose tion that we can't sell 
very sharply, adding 4.22 percent our shares until the 
forthe biggest single-day gainin Supreme Court cases 
five years on the back of contin- have been resolved,” 
ved strong foreign investor suppor, dealers SSS president Cora- 
sald zon dela Paz said. 
it was the fourth session in a row that the EN Banco de O78 
market has risen and the main index now (SMBDO), which 
stands at its best level since July 1999. Tur ด 
The Philippine Stock Exchange composite ia 
stake in EPCIB, of- 
indexjumped 99.95 0nts0247024,te fered to buy the 29 
day's high and the best finish since 2,488.62 Y 
on duly 22,1999, percent share of SSS 
Volume was 3.04 billion shares worth ใน PCI Gn (Dope 
P4.38 bilion ($85.2 milion). The broader all- ber 2003 to firm up 
shares index ended up 44.97 points at its control of the 
1,516.72. Gainers led declines 69 to 42, with country’s number 
50 stocks unchanged, ARP — threelender. 
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Current account 
surplus seen 
growing by 1996 
By Michelle V. Remo 


THE PHILIPPINES’ CURRENT ACCOUNT 
surplus, buoyed by the continued increase in 
remittances from overseas Filipino workers, is 
seen to grow by 19 percent to $2.8 billion by 
the end of the ear. 

‘The Institute of International Finance Inc. 
(IIF), an organization of financial institutions 
in industrialized countries, said the projected 
increase in the country's current account sur- 
plus would help the government lessen its de- 
pendence on foreign borrowings, This would 
complement the governments goal of im- 
proving its fiscal condition, ITF added. 

The Department of Finance said the gov- 
ernment had been wanting to trim down its 
foreign borrowings to lessen exposure to for- 
eign exchange risks that could potentially 
bloat its already huge debts, 

The country's current account, which stood 
at a surplus of $2,354 billion as of end-2005, 
is ล measure of the net foreign exchange in- 
flows arising from the trade of goods and ser- 
vices and remittances. 

“The current account surplus will continue 
to bolster the balance of payments (BOP) and 
facilitate the government's program of gradu- 
ally reducing its dependence on international 
bonds for deficit financing,” UF said in its as- 
sessment of the Philippine economy. 

‘A government is usually forced to undertake 
foreign borrowings as a means to plug a budget 
deficit ifit has a weak current account position, 
‘This is because the dollar inflows arising from 
foreign borrowings are used to prop up a coun- 
try’ foreign exchange reserves. 

With a strong current account position, the 
IF said, the Philippines could afford to pur- 
sue its plan of reducing its dependence on for- 
eign borrowings. 

"The IIF said the Philippines’ strong current 
account position would support the govern- 
ments plan to retire about $411 million 
worth of Brady bonds in June using its exist- 
ing liquidity. 

"The IIF said the expected growth in remit- 
tances from OFWs would compensate for this 
year's expected trade deficit (a result of im- 
ports being higher than exports). 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


BUSINESS 


GIR hits new high of $20.91B 


BSP’s dollar pur 


chases, OFW 


remittances provide the boost 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


‘THE COUNTRY'S FOREIGN EXCHANGE RE- 
serves hit a new high of $20.91 billion in end- 
April from the end-March level of $20.84 bil- 
lion. In a press statement, Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas officer in charge Diwa Guinigundo 
said the gross international reserves (GIR) 
level was boosted by the central bankes dollar 
purchases from the spot foreign exchange 
market and income from investments abroad, 
as well as national government deposits con- 
sisting of proceeds from its project loans. 

"The GIR—composed of the BSP's gross for- 
eign currency holdings, gold reserves, special 
drawing rights from the International Mone- 
tary Fund and foreign investments—is an in- 
dicator of the country's ability to service its 
foreign exchange requirements particularly 
for importation and debt servicing. 

“The current GIR level is adequate to cover 
about 44 months of imports of goods and pay- 
‘ments of services and income,” Guinigundo said. 

“This level is also equivalent to 3.3 times 
the country's short-term debt based on origi- 
nal maturity and 117 times based on residual 
maturity,” he adeed. 

INQUIRER sources said the GIR even hit 
$21.06 billion on April 5 due mainly to the 
BSP's net foreign exchange purchases, 

"The sources said that in the first week of April 
alone, the BSP's net dollar purchases amounted 
to nearly 5200 million as it took advantage of 
strong foreign exchange inflows mainly from 
overseas Filipino workers. 

Tn early April, the state-owned Philippine 
National Oil Co. deposited in the BSP $14 mil- 


GUINIGUNDO 


lion. The central bank also also earned about 
$4 million from investments abroad, These 
were partly offset, however, by debt servicing 
requirements of the national government 
amounting to $11 million, 

‘The BSP said that with the improvement in 
the GIR, its net international reserves rose by 
$43 million to $20.26 billion. 

The NIR refers to the difference between 
the GIR and the combined total of short-term 
liabilities and use of IMF credits. 

‘The GIR build-up over the past few months 
has been supported by proceeds from the front- 
loading of the governments foreign borrowings, 
remittances from overseas Filipino workers, and 
foreign direct investment and portfolio inflows. 
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PHC assets intact, 
says company exec 


By Elizabeth L, Sanchez 


THE BOARD OF LISTED FIRM 
Holdings Corp. 
(PHC) and the Presidential 
Commission on Good Govern- 
ment (PCGG) belied allega- 
tions that, together, they have 
dissipated P1 billion in cash 
holding ofthe listed firm. 
PHC is 80-percent owned by 
satellite technology pioneer 
Communications 
Satellite Corp. (Philcomsat). 
Both firms are owned by 
Philippine Overseas Telecom- 
munications Corp. 
shares 


Philcomsat 


Philippine 


whose 


were se. 
questered by the government 
in 1986 on allegations that 
those shares were acquired by 
ill-gotten wealth. 

In a press conference yester- 
day, PHC director and vice pres- 
ident Philip Brodett said the 
company's assets were intact. 

Based on the company’s fi- 
nancial report in 2005, its total 
assets stood at P1.48 billion, 
slightly lower than P1.5 billion 
in 2004. Of the total assets, cash 
and cash equivalents account 
for P691 million in 2005, down 
from P746.2 million in 2004, 

Brodett also said Philcomsat. 
paid only P394.4 million in 
cash to PHC, contrary to claims is 
that the bulk of PHC's P1 bil- 
lion worth of assets were 
poured in by Philcomsat. 


Philcomsat subscribed to 
P799.6 million worth of PHC 
shares, of which it paid P405.1 
million by assigning nine parcels 
ofland and a condominium unit 
at the Pacific Star Building to 
PHC. The balance of P394.4 mil- 
lion was paid in cash. 

"The land is still there, the 
P394 million (cash) is still 
there, There was no dissipation 
(of assets)" Brodett 

Brodett said that PHC has, in 
fact, grown from a P10-million 
company when it acquired Lib- 
erty Mines Inc. in 1996 to a 
company with no debt and with 
P1.5 billion in assets today. 

Sen, Juan Ponce Enrile, one 
of the founding shareholders 
of Philcomsat, on Thursday 
slammed the board of PHG, in- 
cluding government nominees, 
for “dissipating” the assets of 
the publicly listed company. 

Enrile earlier asked the 
board to explain how a sub- 
stantial part of the P1 billion 
that, he sald, the company got 
from Philcomsat was spent. 

In 2004, PHC invested P80 
million in a 120-seats telemar- 
keting project through a whol- 
ly-owned unit, Telecommuni- 
cations Center Inc. (TCI), 
However, with the increases in 
expenses overtaking revenue 
growth, PHC's net loss widened to 
P21.7 million in 2005 from P6.9 
million in 2004, 


(POTC) 


Lopez holding firm posted P1.14-B profit in '05 


BENPRES HOLDINGS CORP SAID IT reve 
posted a net profit of P1.14 billion in 
2005, a turnaround from a net loss of 
P1.8 billion in the previous year. fees 

In a report to regulators, the compa- 
ny said that of the net income, P732 
million came from the parent firm 
while P407 million was booked as con- 
tribution from minority interests. loss 

Benpres posted a consolidated rev. cabl 
enue of P17 billion in 2005, 8.1 percent Ge 
higher than the restated consolidated 


The revenues were derived from air- 
time, sales and services, and license 


Broadcasting Corp. 

Provisions for the decline in the value 
of investments soared to P2.319 billion 
as Benpres recognized an impairment 


increased by 71 percent to P5.9 billion, 


nue of P15.8 billion in 2004. 


of PL6 billion from ABS-CBN 


of P2 billion on its investments in 


le television operation, 
jeneral and administrative expenses 


the bulk of which stemmed from in- 
creases in depreciation and amortiza- 
tion, advertising and promotions and 
other expenses that were mainly ABS- 
CBN accounts. 
Interest and financing charges in- 
creased by 20 percent due to higher in- 
terest rates on debt. 
Equity in net earnings of associates 
increased by 63 percent due to the ro- 
bust performances of First Philippine 
Holdings Corp, and First Philippine In- 


is 


UP TO 10YRS 


GUARANTEED FINANCING-FIXED INTEREST 


frastructure Development Corp., Ben- 
pres vehicle in charge of its investment 
in Manila North Tollways Corp. 
(MNTO). 

Interest income rose by 50 percent to 
P297 million as interest rates improved 
in 2005. Foreign exchange income 
amounted to P840 million, from a loss 
of P269 million, as the peso appreciated 
against the dollar in 2005 closing the 
year at 53,09 compared to 56.28 as of 
end-2004. Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Inflation ... 


From page BI 


cast. 

"Unlike last year, the EL Niño weather prob- 
lem is no longer [a factor] this year” Abola 
said. 

The NSO said the increase in the prices of 
clothing items decelerated from 3.2 to 3.1 
percent, while those for housing and repairs 
slowed down from 4:5 to 4.2 percent. Infla- 
tion for fuel, light and water dropped from 
18,5 to 15.9 percent. 

On ล month-on-month basis, inflation in 
April stood at 0.1 percent, slower from the 0.4 
percent recorded in March, 

‘The year-on-year inflation for ‘April was at 
the lower end of the 7 to 7.7-percent forecast 
made by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas. 

"The BSP yesterday said that the decelera- 
tion of inflation supported its move to keep its 
key interest rates unchanged for the seventh 
consecutive month this May. The central 
banks key interest rates were kept at 7.5 per- 
cent for borrowing and 9.75 percent for lend- 
ing 
"The BSP sees inflation for the full year set- 
tling at an average of 7.1 percent, better than 
the 7.6 percent registered in 2005. 


SSS gets GMA's 
support ... 


But the deal was stalled when a senator, 
who wanted the SSS shares placed on the 
auction block, filed a petition with the high 
court to block the deal. SM-BDO has also filed 
a case with the SC to compel the SSS to com- 
plete the sale of its EPCIB shares. 

"The SSS has to maintain the status quo un- 
til the high tribunal has ruled on the cases, 
Dela Paz said. 

Last January, GSIS general manager Win- 
ston Garcia announced that two foreign buy- 
ers had offered to pay a high premium for the 
GSIS' 12 percent stake in EPCIB, Garcia has 
yetto bare the names of the buyers. 

Since then, García reportedly has been 
nagging the SSS to sell its stake in EPCIB. The 
mystery buyers are said to be willing to pay 
P95 a share—more than twice the P43 a share 
that the SSS had agreed with SM-BDO two 
and a half years ago. The SSS has been ward- 
ing off the pressure to sell. 

(The President] knows our situation,” Dela 
Paz said, "[She] expects us to make a business 
decision on what we, the managers, believe is 
best for our institutions. She is not interfer- 
ing" 
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inan interview, Garcia said that he was not 
“insisting” on the deal, 

“Lam just saying that the price of our stock 
should be at least P92 [per share]," Garcia 
said. “Our members paid P92 for these shares, 


and we should get the same.” 
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RP Japan OK $6.5-B | Demand from call centers, IT 
currency swap deal firms jacks up office space rates 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


respective currencies for US 


THE PHILIPPINES HAS EN- 
tered into a fresh 56.5-billion bi- 
lateral currency swap deal with 
Japan that provides short-term 
liquidity support to ward off ex- 
temal shocks similar to the 
Asian currency turmoil of 1997. 
‘The Bangko Sentral ng Pilip- 
inas yesterday announced that it 
had signed with the Bank of 
Japana second and much bigger 
swap arrangement under the 
Chiang Mai Initiative (CMI) at 
the sidelines of the Asian Devel- 
‘opment Bank annual meetings in 
Hyderabad, India last Thursday. 
Similar swap arrangements 
are also being worked out by 
the BSP—acting as the agent 
for the Department of Fi- 
mance—with South Korea ($3 
billion) and China ($1 billion). 
The swap deal with Japan 
will be effective for three years 
and may be extended by mutual 
agreement between the BSP and. 
the BOJ, as the agent for the 
Minister of Finance of Japan. 
The agreement will enable 
the two countries to swap their 


dollars. The Philippines can 
swap up to $6 billion while 
Japan can swap up to $500 
million in the event need for 
balance of payments or short- 
term liquidity support arises. 

The new agreement form 
part of the measures adopted 
by the Asean--3 (Japan, Korea 
and China) Finance Ministers 
during their meeting on May 4, 
2005 in Istanbul, Turkey, in pur- 
‘uit of the CMI second stage. 

The CMI second stage aims 
to enhance the effectiveness of 
the CMI as a foreign exchange 
liquidity support mechanism. 

‘Under the second stage, Japan's 
swap commitment was doubled 
from $3 bilion to $6 billion while 
the BSP made a new swap com- 
mitment of $500 milion. 

‘The CMI has created a net- 
work of 16 bilateral currency 
swap arrangements among the 
central banks of Japan, China, 
South Korea, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, Singa- 
pore and Thailand to fend off po- 
tential speculative attacks against 
their respective currencies. 


Increases to continue for two years before tapering off 


By DaximL. Lucas 


VACANCY LEVELS FOR PRIME OFFICE 
space in Metro Manila's two main business 
districts continue to drop as call centers and 
information technology companies hog the 
limited supply, a leading property manage- 
ment firm said yesterday. 

More importantly the rent and capital 
price appreciation will likely continue to rise. 
for two more years before tapering off in 
2008, officials of CB Richard Ellis Philippines 
Inc. said in a press briefing. 

‘Already, the company said strong demand has 
pushed down vacancy levels for prime or “grade 
At Makati office space to 43 percent at the end of 
the frst quarter from 4.9 percent as of end-2005. 

Some of the newest and most attractive of- 
fice buildings in Makati are already reporting 
either no vacancies or no available large or 
contiguous floor space, the company said. 

Contiguous floor spaces are important for 
call centers and business process outsourcing 
(BPO) firms which depend on large floor 
plans to help manage hundreds of staffers at 
computer workstations. 

Because of the dwindling supply of office space, 


Richard Ellis said the average rent for prime office 
space rose by 6.1 percent in the first quarter of 
2006 to P610 per square meter from only P575 
per square meter in the previous quarter. 

“Leasing rates in some prime Makati build- 
ings are already at P700 per square meter or 
above,” corporate services director Joey 
Radovan said. “The tenants are stil lining up 
to sign [contracts] at that level.” 

He added that major multinational corpora- 
tions continue to either outsource their call cen- 
ter and back office functions to the Philippines 
or inquire about the possibility of doing so. 

“With outsourcing growth not expected to 
plateau in the near future, many developers 
are now bullish enough to start new office 
projects that are specifically designed with 
call centers and BPO clients in mind,” he said. 

‘The same trend can be observed in the 
slightly cheaper Ortigas central business dis- 
trict where prime office space can now be 
rented at P450 per square meter, and the va- 
cancy rate has fallen to 5.4 percent. 

The supply crunch has even pushed down 
the vacancy rates of some “grade B" buildings 
in good locations to single-digit levels, the 
company said. 


In spite of the rising rent and falling vacan- 
cies, real estate costs in the Philippines re- 
‘mains competitive in comparison to the cost 
of real estate in other locations. 

The country also provides a well educated, 
English speaking workforce that is able to 
provide high quality customer service, espe- 
cially to North American-based clients, 

“The call centers and BPOs are coming to 
the Philippines not just because of the low 
cost of doing business here,” CB Richard Ellis 
chair Rick Santos said. “They are coming here 
because their clients demand it.” 


RUSH SALE 


CHEMITHON 
| SULFONATION PLANT | 


| Complete with Ballestra Neutralizer | 
Capacity : 1,000 kg/hr | 
For more information, please call 
George Clemente 
Tel. 635-0680 
Cell. 0917-3911469 
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LandBank offering special financing facility 


UM» NsULAR LIFE MEM 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES, THROUGH 
leasing arm LBP Leasing Corp., is offering a spe- 
cial financing program that will allow compa- 
nies to provide free shuttle services to their em- 
ployees. 

LBP Leasing general manager Manuel 
Lopez said the loan facility, which was open to 
oth: government and private corporations, 
would enable private and public sector com- 
panies to acquire new buses or coasters that 
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TOYOTA DEALER NETWORK: 


TOYOTA CABANATUAN CITY, INC. 
1082) 234-2984 / (082) 234-8640 TOYOTA แอ แฮ CN 


they could use in providing free transporta- 
tion to employees to and from their work- 
place. 

He said this could serve as an additional 
non-wage benefit to employees as they would 
no longer have to spend that much on trans- 
portation. 

To enable as many public and private sector 
firms to take advantage of this loan facility, he 
said LBP Leasing placed no ceiling on the 


amount of loans. 

He said the leasing firm would accept alll 
loan applications, provided all the required 
documents would be submitted. 

The documentary requirements include an 
information sheet that interested firms will 
have to fill out, company profile, audited fi- 
‘nancial statements and income tax returns for 
the past three years, list of company officers, 
and borrowing resolution. 


UNIT PRICES (in Php) 
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Fixed Income Fund 1478017 | 1181982 


Balanced Fund 1170445 | 1.169335 


Equity Fund 1455156 | 1.142187 
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A Beautiful [R]evolution 


A dependable, lasing reiabonsisp. That ething you cat 
Thanks to ils Toyola Outstanding Performance (TOP) Platform. 
Take it to the roughest, toughest road imaginable. 


The Innova's highly rigid frame is one tough structure that can withstand any kind of terrain. 
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“Buil for ihe roads of the World and shared 
by all IMV models, tho Toyota Outstanding | 
Perlormance (TOP) Plattorm is a tough 
'ensomble of the highly rigid ame, | 
independent front suspension and 8 4-nk 


Add to that, the front Suspension's double wishbone, coll spring and stabilizer, 
nd the 4-link, coil spring, rear suspension and you get one sturdy yel very comfortable 
vehicle to serve your needs for a very long imo. One that was built for the roads of the world. 
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HYDERABAD, INDIA—HIGH OIL PRICES 
may shave off at least 0.6 percentagé points 
from Asia's overall economic growth, the 
chief economist of the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) told AFP 

“There are two aspects to the oil price in- 
crease. One is the magnitude of the increase 
and the second is the duration,” Ifzal Ali said 
noting that if the increase lasts for a year, 
growth in the gross domestic product (GDP) 
will slow. 

“If you have an oil price increase of about 
$10, from $60 to $70, developing Asia's GDP 
growth rate will be shaved off by about 0.6 
percentage points,” Ali said on the sidelines of 
the ADB's 39th annual general meeting being 
held in southern India. 

Oil prices headed back toward an all-time 
high of $75.35 a barrel hit on April 21 amid 
ongoing concerns over Iran's nuclear ambi- 
tions. 

Ali said slower growth rates will vary-by 
country with China down by about 1 percent- 
age point, India by 1.1 percentage point and 
Thailand by 1.8 percentage point. 

He said government-driven subsidies to 
keep prices on oil products low were not sus- 
tainable in the long run. 


Oil recovers, 
Asian stocks 
follow Wall St. 


SINGAPORE—OIL PRICES REBOUNDED ON 
Friday after their fall helped drive US shares 
to a fresh six-year closing high and Asian 
stocks were mostly firmer even though major 
markets were closed for holidays. 

US crude futures rose to above $70 a bar- 
rel, as buyers cautiously returned to the mar- 
ket after a two-day slump wiped $5 off prices. 
Gold hit a new 25-year high on persistent 
fund buying sparked by a weak dollar and 
tension over Iran's nuclear plans. 

The US dollar recovered from a one-year 
trough against the euro and clawed higher 
against the yen and sterling as traders wor- 
ried that strength in US jobs data could re- 
verse the dollars three-week sell-off. 

Stock markets in Japan, Hong Kong and 
South Korea were shut on Friday, but Taiwan 
shares rose to a fresh 5-1/2-year intraday 
high, led by financial stocks such as Chang 
Hwa Bah? 

Australian shares were also higher due to 
gains in miners such as BHP Billiton on the 
back to firmer copper prices, which soared 
nearly 8 percent on Thursday. 

"Copper and gold prices were firmer 
overnight and that is supporting the resources. 
sector,” said Guy Hutchings, chief investment 
officer with Tower Australia, who helps man- 
age about A$1 billion ($770 million) in local 
shares. 

On Friday, copper prices were steady at 
$7,675 a ton on Friday. 

Macquarie Bank Ltd. rose nearly 2 percent 
after it said it was setting up a consortium to 
make a cash bid for Australia's biggest ports 
operator, Patrick Corp. Ltd., challenging an 
agreed A6 billion ($4.6 billion) offer by Toll 
Holdings Ltd., the country's largest logistics 
company. 

Singapore's Strait Times index was 0.26 
percent lower. 

On Wall Street, the Dow Jones industrial 
average rose 0.34 percent, ending the day not 
far from their record set at the height of the 
Internet boom, an the Nasdaq Composite In- 
dex advanced 0.87 percent. 

The euro was around $1.2695 after hitting 
a high of $1.2723 in New York on Thursday 
after ECB president Jean-Claude Trichet em- 
phasized the central bank's vigilance on infla- 
tion. 

Against the Japanese yen, the dollar was 
last at around 113.70 yen, after finishing at 
113.61 in New York. 

Traders saw an outside chance of a dollar 
bounce should US payrolls figures later on Fri 
day handily beat forecasts of a 200,000 em- 
ployment rise and a 4.7-percent jobless rate. 

“One has to question whether the market 
will react to anything other than a dollar-neg- 
ative number,” said Alan Ruskin, chief inter- 
national strategist at RBS Greenwich Capital. 

“After all, the dollar has all but ignored very 
positive US real economy numbers for the 
past fortnight, in notable contrast to the bond 
market.” Reuters 
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Costly oil to cut Asia's growth 


ADB sees region's economy slowing by 0.6 percentage points 


“There are many countries in Asia, includ- 
ing India, where the process have a long way 
to go. Either there are nations where subsi- 
dies are absorbed in the budget like Thailand 
or absorbed in the balance sheet of state- 
owned petroleum companies like in India, 

Alisaid. 

India produces about 30 million tons of 
crude oil annually but it imports 70 percent of 
its energy needs. 

The state-owned oil firms bear the brunt of 
the subsidies for gasoline, kerosene and 
diesel sold below cost. 

India's Congress party-led coalition govern- 
ment has not hiked fuel prices after crude-oil 
costs surged in 2006 because of the negative 
consumer backlash such a decision would have 
on ongoing elections in five Indian states. 

The governmert is expected to raise prices 
after the elections end later in May, according 
to statements by Finance Minister P Chi- 
dambaram. 

According to Petroleum Minister Murli De- 
ora, state oil companies have subsidized 393 
billion rupees ($8.7 billion) worth of lique- 
fied petroleum gas, kerosene, diesel and 
petrol, during the fiscal year ended March 31 

Last year, Thailand and Indonesia disman- 


Hed their subsidies and growth rates plum- 
meted in the fourth quarter as prices went up, 
economist Ali said. 

But those governments created special pro- 
grams to help the poor, he noted. 

“In Indonesia, they generated about $8 bil- 
lion and $3 billion were earmarked to target 
the eal needy people,” he said. 

Sadakazu Tanagaki, the Japanese finance 
minister, also warned of major risks after 
meeting with his counterparts from China 
and Korea. 

“We noted that the prospects of three coun- 
trie’ economic growth for 2006 are positive 
-.. although the continuous high oil price and 
an upward trend of interest rates in the world 
may pose a major risk to the regional econo- 
my,” he said. 

ADB president Haruhiko Kuroda said the 
record-high oil prices were bound to fall. 

"At $75 a barrel, it’s unsustainable. Some 
geopolitical events may destabilize the mar- 
ket. But apart from that, the current level is 
very high," he said. 

In its 2006 growth forecast, the ADB cut its 
estimate to 7.2 percent for Asia from 7.4 per- 
cent last year “based on the assumption that 
oil prices will gradually soften,” he said. AFP 
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A VENDOR sits behind a tray of roasted ducks and chickens at a local market in downtown 
Hanoi.. An Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation ministerial meeting on bird flu is being held in 
the Vietnamese central city of Da Nang. Officials from 21 Apec economies gather here for a 
three-day meeting aimed at outlining an action plan to tackle bird flu outbreaks worldwide. xr 


Europe back on growth track, 
eurozone finance ministers say 


BRUSSELS-- BRUSHING OFF HIGH OIL 
prices and rising interest rates, euro zone fi- 
nance ministers declared the region's econo- 
my firmly back on the expansion track on 
Thursday. 

The ministers were joined by European Cen- 
tral Bank president Jean-Claude Trichet, who 
said hours earlier in Frankfurt he would have 
to raise credit costs to avert inflation if growth 
in the region continued at the current pace. 

‘That was a far cry from 2005, which fin- 
ished with a whimper as economic growth in 
the last three months slowed dramatically in 
the currency bloc as a whole and ground to a 
standstill in Italy and Germany. 

Dutch Finance Minister Gerritt Zalm 
summed up the new mood of confidence, dis- 
missing oil price surges which have produced 
profits of up to $1,000 per second for oil firms 
as a risk in terms of inflation but not in terms 
of economic growth. 

Jean-Claude Juncker, Luxembourg's prime 
minister, said after chairing the talks that 
there was no sign at all that higher oil prices 
had had a knock-on effect of triggering large 


EBay sees faster growth 


SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA—EBAY INC. CHIEF 
‘executive officer Meg Whitman on Thursday 
promised investors that faster growth and 
market share gains lay ahead, but left the 
company's near-term outlook unchanged as 
international sales growth slows and it steps 
up investments in new businesses. 

Speaking at the San Jose-based company’s 
annual analysts’ meeting, Whitman said rev- 
enue would grow around 31 percent this year 
to between $5.7 billion to $5.9 billion, reaf- 
firming a forecast that disappointed Wall 
Street last month, sending shares down 9 per- 
cent the following day. 

"We plan to grow our revenues even faster 
and gain share in our addressable markets,” 
over the longer term, Whitman said, without 
giving details. 


But six hours of executive presenta- 
tions—including 321 slides detailing the 
company's businesses—did little to soothe in- 
vestor concerns over maturing growth in its 
core auctions business, and eBay Nasdaq 
shares ended the day off 6 cents at $34.11. 

Whitman said the company's best growth 
opportunity was cross-selling between its 
three main businesses—eBay auctions and 
shopping, PayPal online payments and Skype 
Web telephone service—which she dubbed 
“the power of three." 

Piper Jaffray analyst Safa Rashtchy said Pay- 
Pal remained the most promising part of eBay's 
businesses in the near-term. But he was pes- 
simistic whether eBay could gain market share 
in the overall e-commerce business as rivals 
such as Google Inc. target its markets. Reuters 


wage rises that could worsen inflation. 

“The recovery is well on track and broaden- 
ing. We're nearing if not above potential,” he 
told a news conference. 

The ministers met after Trichet said the in- 
dependent ECB was increasingly worried 
about inflation risks and would raise its key 
policy rates if and as needed. 

That was taken by the bulk of economists to 
mean he was set on raising the cost of borrow- 
ing in June for a third time since the start of De- 
cember, having chosen to leave rates where they 
are—2.50 percent—at this week's meeting. 

Austrian Finance Minister Kar-Heinz 
Grasser, who just a few months ago was pub- 
licly voicing fears that rate rises could hurt a 
still-fragile economic upswing, sounded 
calmerin that regard. 

He said global growth, and that of Europe 
asa result, was looking healthy despite it all. 

"| find it encouraging that we can get more 
than 4 percent (rate of world growth) with 
this oil price and interest rate climate,” he 
told reporters as he arrived for the talks in 
Brussels. AP 


DIsCLOSURES 


CITYLAND DEVELOPMENT CORP. HAS DE- 
clared a 20 percent stock dividend for stockhold- 
ers of record as of July 6, payable on Aug. 1 


A. BROWN CO. INC. has disclosed the repur- 
chase of a total of 430,000 shares on May 4. 
240,000 were bought at PO.95 each: 140,000 at 
P0.97 each; and 50,000 at P0.99 each. 
SINOPHIL Corp. will hold its annual stockhold- 
‘ers’ meeting on June 8, 1:30 p.m., at the High- 
lander Steakhouse, Mall of Asia, Pasay City. 
Stockholders of record as of May 8 are entitled 
to attend and vote at the meeting. 

ATOK-BIG Wedge Co. Inc. will hold its annual 
stockholders’ meeting on July 28, 4 p.m., at the 
Aurora Tower, Cubao, Quezon City. Stockhold- 
ers of record as of May 31 are entitled to attend 
and vote at the meeting. Compiled by Kate Pe- 
droso, PDI Research 
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RP Q1 results may be strong but outlook still weak, says S&P 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


ALTHOUGH THE 
country has posted 
better-than-expected 
fiscal results for the 
first quarter of the 
year, global rating 
firm Standard & 
Poor's still believes 
that the fiscal out- 
look remains "weak" 
due to pressures to 
boost infrastructure 
spending. 

In an Asian 
sovereign. commen- 
tary released yester- 
day, S&P said credit 
quality within the re- 
gion was generally 
favorable, despite 
high oil prices, rising 
interest rates world- 
wide, and an uptick 
in inflation rates. 

Tn the case of the 
Philippines, S&P is 
wary of unabated polit- 
ica tensions, even 
though the country has 
managed to improve 
revenue collection. 

“The deficit for the 
year should be met 
easily, but the fiscal 
outlook. remains 
weak,” S&P said. 

The rating firm ex- 
plained that the 
weak outlook 
stemmed from “a 
need to increase 
spending ... to lift fu- 
ture growth 
prospects, even 
revenue increases.” 

S&P said the situa- 
tion in the country was 
relatively calm. But it 
did not rule out the 
possibility of a re- 
newed effort to im- 
peach President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo in July or 
‘August, when the time 
limit of 12 months 
would have passed 
since the last impeach- 
mentattempt. 

"n S&P's view 
there is no credible 
unified opposition to 
the incumbent, and 
no credible alterna- 
tive government.” 

“Nevertheless, the 
disruption of any fu- 
ture impeachment ef- 
fort and general poli- 
ticking are likely to 
distract from eco- 
momic reform,” the 
rating firm said. "And 
without more proac- 
tive policies and fiscal 
flexibility to address 
longer term economic 
issues, credit im- 
provements are likely 
tobelimited.” 

S&P also noted 
that rising interest 
rates are expected in 
many parts of Asia, 
but this uptrend 
should not choke off 
growth in the region. 
It said tighter mone- 
tary policy in the de- 
veloped world, par- 
ticularly in the US, as 
well as higher oil 
prices, would like- 
wise put pressure on 
Asian central banks 
to raise rates as well 

“In economies 
where conditions re- 
main relatively 
frail—such as the 
Philippines—these 
hikes are likely to be 
small due to the need 
to support investment 
and — employment 
growth," S&P said. 

t noted that inter- 
est rate increases in 
the Philippines had 
been held off because 
of spare industrial ca- 
pacity and absence of 
wage pressure. 

“This pause in rais- 
ing lending rates 
should boost domes- 
tic growth,” S&P said. 

During its meeting 
on Thursday, the 
Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas’ policy-mak- 
„ing Monetary Board 
kept its rates steady 
for the 7th straight 
month. 

The BSP's 
overnight borrowing 
rate remains at 7.5 
percent. The 
Overnight — lending 
rate is still 9.75 per- 
cent. 
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por 


—— TE 


ว บ บ ป 


- arak 


paa 


ea 


= bind 


We are giving away the 50,000th Adventure unit, absolutely free! Open to all Adventure owners: simply register and qualify 
by taking advantage of the free 16-point check-up: or by availing of an Adventure through our Easy-Own Plans. 


It's our way of thanking you for your continued patronage. 
Join the celebration now! 


ERT Owo 


เหว ศร ร ชร ร ชร 


x เซ ร ร ร ร 


Model 


Low DIP [24 mos, 


50% DIP 


12 mos. 


18 mos. 


36 mos. 


‘Adventure GLX Gas. 


733,000 


89,950 | 30.491 


366,500. 


30,542 


21291 


32417. 


‘Adventure GLX Diesel 


763000. 


66,450 | 


3138 381,500 


31792 


21:194 


TIT 


‘Adventure GLS Sport Gas MIT 


830,000. 


84,500 


34.526 415,000 


34,583 


23,056 


13,148 


‘Adventure GLS Sport Gas AT 


883,000) 


142450 


36731 441,500 


37,833 


25,594 


14733 


[Adventure GLS Sport Diesel (amma 


830,000. 


"79,500, 


34,526. 415,000 


34,583 


23,056 


12918 


‘Adventure Super Sport Diesel Std. 


871.000 


120,650. 


36231 435.500. 


38,174 


26,127 


14,856 | 11,889 


~ Figures in bod ropresont ZERO interest Plans. Al plans subject to bank approval 


Down Payee or Adventure GLX D» 
ou paea con oa vod i any S as 


‘See your nearest Mitsubishi dealer now! 


dal < ngan Down Papst for Arr GLX Oat 
asa Su Deportran Grm Swponsartat Toy Kango and ACE Hardware- 


Promo runs until May 31, 2006 only. 


Por DTLNCR Permena 1343. Senna ot 2008. 


a 


MITSUBISHI 
MOTORS 


และ ==----------------- ท ร น ห ร ล ร อ น เพ ล น เธ สะ --------- an 


TCCLASSIFIEDS ... 


OPENINGS FOR: 
TWO (2) SUBDIVISION ADMINISTRATORS 

Male Female 

‘Wit previous experience as Subdivision or 

Condominium Admirator 


LAWYER 
Mate or Female 


DBP Development Bank of the P 


New Graduates, preferably from FEU, MLQU. UST 


EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT (Office of he President) 
Female 
Mult-tasker 
Conte erate 
Wah previous experience 
ACCOUNTANT 
Female, Accounting Gradua 


on CASH BASIS: 
Computer Lierne 


INVITATION TO BID 


‘The Development Bank of te Philppines wil recaive sealed bids on May 16,2008, 200 p.m. Ground Foo, AMD 
Conference Room ofthe DBP Head Oca, Sen. Ga Puyat Ave. cor. skal Ava. Makali Cy forth ewig properties 


OFFICE STAFF 


Mae or Female 


College Graduate 

Computer Literate 

‘Apply in person with your comprehensive resumes 

ffom9 am to 12 noon on May 13, 2008 Saturday at 

UNIT 426 CHATEAU VERDE CONDOMINIUM. 

VALLE VERDE 1. BGY. UGONG. PASIG CITY 
"do. 0227@ yahoo.com 


NOTICE OF LOSS 
Notice is hereby given that 
SOUTHLUZ MOTORCYCLE DIST. INC. 
Provisional Recelpt 
Series No. 3251-3300 was reported lost in 
Lucena Branch, any receipt issued from this 
series will not be honored. 


P 25 M Bldg. For Sale 
Vacant Possession or. 
‘With Tenant 
(College of Nursing) 
10yr Lease 
P125 Myr. 

(6% retum) 
721-8998 or 39 


Heart of MAKATI 
The Shang 
Grand Tower 
16th Floor 
pool side 1bd 
80.26 sq.m. 


0. 


wi toilet & bath 
PhP 8,199,000.00 


Contact: Charlie 
0926-6992826 


WE BUY 
at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
HS & HERS Watch Center 
GoldCrest Bldg. 
Glorietta 


5646599 5097041 wora 6 7,200) 


MT “208 OOYSSEY'. an kabe set propeted 
bil อ ย ia, ห อ ปอ ร mid s Pol, sng ck, 
‘ona kawon, 31535 NT tut 

fo D wa CATERPLLAR Marino Dess Engin 
n saa acne and ก อ ห รู ง ห อ ก ม่ ects 


1. Totnaped ne ropes o trina Br ace canton baker he GANG: 

รู To mara la Cops oc ti om maa eth AO Agat ani. Grand Fior, DBP Hend Ole Gag ots ouk nd 

ER in ena uang e a Ws omasest Tha nda hal beet coms ud 
dte wc roy ta ected By Da Bara. 

DEP RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS. TO WANE ANY FORMALITY TEREN. OR TO ACCEPT SUCH BOS 

"Su Be CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE BANK. THE DECISION OF THE BANKS FIL NO BNONG. 

Pola aan ch tipi rer 002- 1565833-7172 or EESTI ๒ ๐ ๕ 2182150 ter Cote tring win AM and 

(oir 237 222 wd B A11 s MGA kw Cota BLA 


Tb. pend By 


ASSET MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 


0917-8473744 


20% DISCOUNT! 
Automatic 
Transmission 
Engine Tune-up 
& EFI Power 
Steering services 
Rubbervolt 
9201794 
36 Wes Ave, OC 
7I Vis. Ave, OC 


BUY*SELL*PAWN 


WATCHES 
JEWELRY 


HIGHEST APPRAISAL 
8040484/8342886 


Send 
your 


resume 
CLASSIFIEDS |, 
~ | instantly 


| More Classified 
Ads on pages 
A8 and A16. 


OBITUARIES 


แท ศ์ — 


REMO, SR. 


February 3, 1925 - April 28, 2006 


Peacefully joined our Creator on April 28, 2006 
at the age of 81. 


His wife, Margarita Garchitorena, 
children Linda, Bobby, Jun, Tess, Eden, 
Shirley, Nestor, & Jose; grandchildren and 
great grandchildren request the pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 


Interment will be on Saturday, May 6, 2006 
at the Goa, Camarines Sur Catholic Cemetery 


"Tam the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in Me will live, even though he dies, 
and whoever believes in Me will never die.” 


eC after the 2:00 p.m. Mass. 3 
Jolin 11:25-26 


yo 
F 
The family of the late 


Wayne Howard Butler 


wishes to inform relatives and friends 

of Wayne's passing away on 

May 1, 2006 at the age of 58. 
His bereaved wife Jenny; sons Tobby 
and Sam and daughters Rachel and 
Emma; and all relatives request their 
friends to pray for the eternal repose of 
Wayne's soul. 
Funeral services will be held in Adelaide, 
South Australia. 


Medical Claims Encoders 


* Excellent Communication 
and Presentation Skills 
* Self-motivated 
* Goal/Results-oriented 
* Must be a Team Player 
* Computer skills familiar 
with MS Excel and Word 
e Professional Relationship Skills 
* Medical background preferred 


Send 
resumé to 


K&A Insurance. 


Brokers, Inc. 

Unit 6-0, Em Foor 
Vemisa'] Condominium 
120 Amorsolo Street, 
Legaspi Viigo, 

Maka Ony, Priippinea 
ATTN: isabel Tolentino 
Taman na 
ค ะ ธร 27583126 

Eras esos 
เรา ร ว 


NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 


In addition to the list earlier published on 23 March 2006 involving 
cancelled and delisted agencies the following companies do not 
have valid licenses to recruit landbased and seabased workers for 
overseas employment: 


DELISTED AGENCIES (Agencies that falled to comply with the 
conditions for the grant of its license) 


A-M Phil. Professional Services Corp. 
Big Circle International Manpower 
Management Agency 

Emmer International Inc. 

Jang International Promotions 8. 
Manpower Corporation 

Mecprego International Inc. 

Maritima de Manila MGM Systems Inc. 
Princess Talent Center Production Inc. 
Rising Sun Inti, Human Resources Inc. 
Starlink International Promotion Inc. 
Studio 85 Promotions Inc. 

Vitamin & Cebu Artists International Inc. 


The public is encouraged to report to the POEA any recruitment 
activity conducted by the above-named entities, 


HOTLINES : 722-1144 e 722-1155 
E-MAIL — : info@poea.gov.ph 
Website. : www.poea.gov.ph 
[E 


Philippine. 
Overseas 
Employment 
Administration 


SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2006 


Republic of the Philippines 
Governor Celestino Gallares Memorial Hospital 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR 
ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Supply and Delivery of Hospital Equipment 
(Re-bid) and Supplies (Gen. Appropriations Act 2006 
8 Continuing Appropriation) 


The GOVERNOR CELESTINO GALLARES MEMORIAL HOSPITAL, tough 
Teproprations Ad 2005 and Continuing Apprepiaions inde 10 opi V 
เร ร ซ์ ณ์ 
Jo Supply ang Dalvery o Hospital Equlpment (Re-bid) [ค ร 14000000) and Supplies 
Wasa ebo so Bae received mercezs ci Ma ABC sal alomalcal be repcted at Bd open 
‘Tha GOVERNOR CELESTINO GALLARES MEMORIAL HOSPITAL now ides Bs tom iga 
เค ซะ ล 
(ected s fer supples 10 calendar daya and fo equipment 30.60 calendar daya. Tha 
vies o an eigos Bedes contained Secon c a ดิ์ ชู Documeris, TB. 
ara wabe condi Prop open copetive bing procedures vingnon-decratonary pass! 
เร ร ณ์ ร ร ร ว 
เล ห ร ร วะ ต 
Aa apa raniona ni aisi porcert (BOP Fioresl or Otttanging Ro 
Sabang wese da Papas nd cione or agaman ot a cam fe kara or 
เร ร ร ร ฑ์ ะ ฑ ร ต 
Wa pisci padegas Fp cnet, practi epic A 
เห ร รา ร 
เซ ซะ ร น 
BATONG IT Tre Baer van he Loves Cak dawa Ba (LCB) sol adarea 1o Fe post- 
gaten sage order raty Gaman 1 จ รอ อ ก ร่ มอ ก ล ร ร c! e Bd to acc ad tance 
Sararen of bo project โท ย conn sah han o» ล แต เ อ ย too Lowest Cake alad and 
เร ร ห อ ร ์ กา ร ห กก ร ร 
esed dara may obtain ur เล อ ย ท ส ร์ อ ก tom GOVERNOR CELESTINO GALLARES 
MEVORAL HOSPITAL BAC Chamman, Luz. Rosala and nepecthe Bidding Document t 
the nars gren belom tem 1:00 = 800 pam. 
Acongisie set o! cg Docomeris may b purchased by eased Bos om he adress 
AGAIN and upon Payment cl a remelundaie le m ta amount o Php 1,000.00 per 
เน ขอ ขอ แต ด ด ขอ ก ย Ph 1,500.00 for equipment. Tha med ol payman wilde Cash 
‘The baci Documents sabe reca personal ye ก แอ ร ธร ะ ไย ติ์ อ อ! อ 1 ก ร อ เท ย ก อ ร 
anan 
The GOVERNOR CELESTINO GALLARES MEMORIAL HOSPITAL vl tod a Prod Colererco 
peno ui secos panes en May M, 2000/20 PM a GCGMH Audi Visual Room- 
‘id ad egy requirements must be delivered 1o the GCGMH Audio Visual Room on or. 
ur nthe scheduled opening of bide por category. A ids must ba 
acum any cita iang loma. ie Bs Salo be accepted. 


Form ol Bld Securiy ดิ ค เห น ต Amount nf Approved Budget for 
he Contrast to ta Did. 
[pu ‘One percent (1%) 
2. GS Bond Two and hal pereont (2 IZ] 
ค ร ร ร ฑ์ ร ร 
เร ร 
ฉะ ธร ธา ต anang at a adorans อ ขอ ง. 


Tango 
ธี ด โ กร ธน ร Supp 

ห อน ร ร แร ร ด ทด ู Supls 

Diary ร บ ย ไล ร 
Engincaring Susples 
Wedca Sual Supir 
Denia Supple 
Kay Supple 

ics ร 
Weda Oxygen Suppe. 

Unan Supplies 
raga and Westone Suppa. 
[พ น ชะ Equipment _ | 
dune 21,2008 ร ก จ ร ตอด ซิ งุ น อร ท์ 

Taboaiory Suppies 


Jung 15 2008 


‘Tho GOVERNOR CELESTINO GALLARES MEMORIAL HOSPITAL reserves the right 
to ล ะ แล ต เอ! reject any BI, 1o annu ha bidding procos, andto reject all Bids al any 
"ime pcr to contract award, wou thereby incuning any Tabllty tthe อ ไส ะ 166 Bir 
rode. 


Governor Ce Memorial Hospital 
Dormitory Manager. 
Miguel Parras St Tagbilaran City, Boho! 
Tol No. (038) 411-4868 (036) 411-4889 / (038) 01-7531 loc. 242 
Fax No. (038) 411-4831 
Emall address: gegmh@ globotines.com.ph 
(Sod) LUZ R. ROSALES 
Chairman, Bids 8 Awards Committee 


PORO POINT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 


A Subsidiary of Bases Conversion Development Authority 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
CORPORATION (PMC). hough ts Bs and Awards 
por eighty sats id or 1a naraunder poet 
EMENT OF MATERIALS FOR THE AIRPORT 

PERIMETER FENCING PROJECT 
SAPEN RFORT. CANON, SAN FERNANDO CITY. LA 
TO SUPPLY. DELIVER MATERIALS FOR THE SAN FERNANDO 
AIRPORT FENCE 


eT T] 

เซ ณ์ ร ร 

Seren Peros Tiny Gol Cuencur Days 

Prospectvetióder shoul have underakana sinta contract win tna st hvo (5) yenes than 

เช ร ณะ 

เร ว ซน 

เตา ร ร 

Hügarclars eave to ม ต ่ ะ ไอ แย เ ท ย and Screening. Bi Sacuty.Peromanca Securty, 

ด ด วร อม ทะ เต ซึง ด ร แอก bos ค อ ม น ต ไร ขอ ก and Award ci Conia natos 
TS Coo terat proviene of LA S104 and ta ห ห ด พก า ร ก ท Rules and Feguitons. 

23 


ล ไฟ 
ete 
Tana Ba Decor 
E prea อ ค ล เ ต ก ร ร แร เก ร ธร ะ 35 ร. 
เร โซ ร 
Ba babaon 
E Pon. gies Sane 6-7, 2008, 
เร ว dune 15 2008 
ร ร 
BE ns viousend posos (P1000 601 1 e PANG Case. 
PPMC assumes no responsibly พ ร ะ 1 อ อ ห ล 1o comparenie or adama bidders for any 
ต อช ณ์ ต เว ร ล ค ร ออ ก ไน ต อ ร รท ร ป 
จ 9 ต อ เร ช ย ท 
(Sgt) ATTY. ANTHONY ©. MANGUIAT 
เง ส ไร ห ท โร ชร ร 
"hee escena CEO 


a | 
Tay 1822 2008 
[TEXT 
Jone 5.2000. 500a 
Juna 5.2005. 


ตลก ร ค ร ต่ ม ท ร ออ 


ห อา 2 ห ล ท 6 4 2,200 


OBITUARIES 


The Board of Directors, 
Officers and Employees of 


AYALA LAND, INC. 


extend their condolences to the family of 


JOSE Y. CAMPOS 


who passed away in the Grace of our Lord 


on May 1, 2006. 


Death “Notice 


RALPH “Ike” REBUSTILLO RAYALA 
Died on April 26, 2006 
His remains lie in state at the family 
home in Haor Sur, Oas, Albay. Burial will 
be today at 2 p.m. after the Mass at Oas 
North Cemetery. 


BLAS B. LABAD 
Died on May 3, 2006 
His body lies in state at the family 
residence at Purok 7, Upper Bagumbayan, 
Malalag, Davao Del Sur. 


JUANITA B. BAGA 
Died on May 2, 2006 
Her remains lie in state at La Funeraria 
Paz, Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


The Family 


Jose Y. Campos 


who passed away peacefully in the Grace of our Lord 
on May 1, 2006 at the age of 84 


His loving wife 
BEATRICE 


His loving children 
JOY 
BUTCH 6 OLLIE 
JEFFREY 
ELIZABETH 


His loving grandchildren 
CLINTON 6 JACQUELINE 
CHRISSY 
MIKEY 
JEANETTE 
JACLYN & LUKE 
JAY 
JANELLE 
JAMIE 
NINA 


wishes to announce that the Holy Mass at Sanctuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park, Makati City, 
on Monday, May 8", will be offered promptly at one o'clock in the afternoon. Cremation will follow. 


5 ย i 
Please omit flowers: à 


Due Dearly Beloved 


Nanay Menang 


FILOMENA SARMIENTO-DE GUZMAN | An Toying Memory 


poco Lord of the C) hird Peath Anniversary of 


‘on May 4, 2006 at the age of 89. 
Her husband Lupo (t), loving children, grandchildren and 


great grandchildren and other relatives request the pious readers 
to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 

Her remains lie in state at Chapels 3 & 4, Loyola Memorial e 
Park, Marikina City. 

Interment will be tomorrow, May 7, 2006 at the Loyola 


Memorial Park, Marikina City after the 3:00 pan. Mass who peacefully joined his Creator on May 6, 2003 


ER NG 


In Loving Memory 
On the Thirty Fifth Death Anniversary of His family and loved ones 
DR. BIENVENIDO B. ERANA request relatives and friends to join 
Holy Masses will be offered today, Saturday, them in praying for the eternal 


May 6, 2006 at the following churches: ; 
SHRINE OF MARY, QUEEN OF PEACE. repose of his soul. 


Sta. Cruz, Manila 
MT. CARMEL SHRINI 


AR ae Ny nns ; Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered at the following churches: 
CL 8000 maa Christ the King Parish Church, Greenmeadows . May 6, 6 p.m. 
To Pan fn oer prayer to Ha cianal ricos ot hon Santuario de San Antonio, Forbes Park ......... May 6, 6 p.m. 
Immaculate Concepcion Church, Pasig May 6, 6 p.m. 
p^ ณะ Holy Family Parish Church, Kapitoly May 6, 6 p.m. 
MARIO M. DIZON 3 St. James the Great Parish, Alabang May 6, 6 p.m. 


(Retired Judge of Cebu & Bataan RTC) โว โว โว ว ว 
Peacefully joined our Creator on May 4, 2006 at the age of 75. 


เศ zr "n Hor: » 
Wer NG ajaa a a absent from the body to be present with the Lord. 
His body lies in state at the Santuario Garden & Chapels - Capilla. pas: "S eL. 2m: 5:8 


Intern will be IOW, 7, 2006 at the Eternal Shrine he 
E AA id S op Cae 4 For your Classified Ads requirements, call our Classifieds Advertising Hotlines: 


langa City, Bataan. 


HEAD OFFICE : 897-8808 loc. 514, 516; 099-4425; 897-2595; 897-8425 (Telefax) + CUBAQ : 912-0008 to 11 (Aurora) * 
MAKATI; 892-5578; 811-4961; 8114370 + KALAW : 626-0213; 527-3342 * MEGAMALL. : 635-0219; 635-0220 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


PEET ก ร ร ย Ne Ue E ERN; 


SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2006 


Where zs S other 4 Day Bhwout at hg Bellevue i 


Astoria Plaza 


Pasig Gy 
ร ฒ 6 อ 7 โก ี โค้ แร 10.0370 
(ย ทะ ร อ ฟิ ร 1 อ ก ล ด ร ร 3. ๐ 0 ๓ ร 


City Garden Hotel-Makati 
Maat Are eor: Kalayaan Se, Maka Cry 
^ Gabi Pac a 6r IS 
Email: makas:ceygardenhotes.com 


e 


City Travel Hotel 
15 Kin Road, apio Cy 
“el. (074) 450456 Fax (074) 445-0457 


E 


puuno 
Diamond Hote! Philippines 
Cor: De | Quinto St Roxas Bhed. 
"i. Q3) 528-3000 Fan 526-2255 


Edsa Shangrila 
Edsa Shangri-la Manila 
| Garden Way, Ortigas Center, Manita 
เซ ร 
wow stangri lacom 


Executive Plaza Hotel 
1639 A Mabini Se Malate; Manta 
"i 529-1000 lan 258979 
mal: sies QoesecunvephazhoreLcom. 
evenacuvepistiotal com. 


Qu 


Golden Pine Hotel and Restaurant. 
Intersection of Carino St. and Legarda 


oad, Baguio Ciy 

Tal. (07414443978 to 71/740-8975/ 
Pak (074) 46-0704 

Emait goidenpinehoite@skyinet net 


vig 


"m 
io. Abanao St Baguio 
ใน 074) 446-0700 t003 
Fax (074) 446-0704 
Emat: poteen (akyat net 
Wen hosaNeni Lom 


Las Palmas Hotel Manila 
เ 6 โด้ ว Mabi Se, Malate, Manda 
“et. (632) S21-1000/ Fax (631) 523-6917 


WenhspaimashoteLcom ph 


w 


Mandarin Oriental Manila 
Paseo de oras cor Makati Ave. Makati Cy 
"e 750.8008 
wen mandarinanenak com. 


Renaissance Makati City Hotel 
Esperanza St, cor, makati Ave., Makati Cy 
“el Bi ว ร ว 
ใน เคน ทก ร ย ณ ะ อ อ คา 


nutum 
FRNUUZA 
Palm Plaza Hote 
Pedro Gn datar Pki Ss Marta 
aa brasa) 
เน อา ร ์ กร ร 
Pear Farm Beach Resort 
aut ong Garden, Cy oma 


"i. (082)221 95701573. 
Manita: (02) 750-896 Fax (082) 221-9979 


NGO! 
soussser 
Somerset Salcedo, Makati 
acre 


Sakedo Vilage, 1227 Makan Cty 
"i 0-16 Fac 608-6655 


SOMERSET 


Somerset Millennium, Makati 
No. 104 Aguirre St. Legaspi Vilago, 1229 


akan Cry 
ma esteso Foe bra 
E] 


SOMERSET 


Somerset Olympia, Makati 
No. 7912, Makan Ave, 1220 Makan City 
"Ie 812-1010 Fac 818-8254 


f. 


The Bellevue Manila 
North Bridgevey, Northgate 


Kanang Pn 
amy 771-8181 ix (83771-0202 
ม น รบ ปา อ ย อ น ย ะ บ อ 6 อ ท 


ent Hotel 
os Ages. Nap np 
6 6984) 4722626 Fax (834) 2722525 


A weekly directory `. 


top 


TANG 


Rr 
of the country's best establishments. 


pori 
ECL 


Cl Garden 
City Garden Suites 
11584 Mabini Se, Ermita Mania 
sae LS Fax S24 4b. 
9 com 


Sk CSB HOTEL 


Aretan Ave. cor Ends Se, Pe Manita 
“Ta (62) 4103333 Fax 400-7601 


A 
เล 
Dusit Hotel Nikko 


Dusk Hotel Nikko 

enter. 125 Makati Cty Phi 
33 Erat ช่ ม พ ชา ณั @ ข ั ้ น ต ะ อ. 
พ อ ะ ก ษา ระ อั ง ฆ ะ ๕ อ 5 


Evercrest Golf Club Resort, Inc 
Ke. 72 Buso, Nasugbu, Batangas 
เบ อ ว ่ า ว 5153 เอ ร 8 
Fox (00) 712-9299 
Manda Sales ce 733.3822/733-9955 


Garden Plaza Hotel & Suites 
T030 Belen St Paco, Manda 
“Te (632) S214805/ tan (632) 522 4840 


Grand Regal Hotel Davao 
LF Laurel Ses Lanang Davao CE 
เก Gen 23 


9 


INTERCONTINENTAL. 

Intercontinental Manila 

T Aala Avenue, aki Cry 
ED 


Mactan Island Resort 
Puna Engano Road Lapu Lapu Cobu 
ma (632) Bona (6D 231-1680 
vcri com. 


MANILA 
PAVILION 


Mania Pavilion Hotel 
(UN Avenue, Ermita. Manda. 1000 
Te (632) 528-212 ax (692) 526-2552 
evcmanispadin com ph. 


= 


Oakwood Premier Ayala Center 
(ร ร 
Makan Cry Hero Parda 
า ม (63.2) 795.8806 ๒ ๐ BIO! Fax: (632) 
7 ว 8 0000 | echua@eskwood.com ph 
pasan 


FA 


- 


Pl GaSe Boao 
0 0 1ten 


เ gubie. 

Subic neersiional Ho 
Cerere pin 
ก ร ก ร ย์ ท ร ร ร 
wer Ti 


1SUMMER PLACE HOTEL 
Summer Place Hotel 

Km. 288 Marcos Hiway Baguio Cy 
น 1676 3460560, 46 5000.01 
uw summer aca com. 


fm. 


nanag i YS Hot 
“ by Fuego Howes & Properties 
Kin GD guration igh Tarea Ci 
PA Tsina 
เล่ ร 


ra 
‘The Marco Polo. 
CH Recto Se Davao Cry 2000 
Tet. (082) 211-0886 (081) 2250111 
Wivwmorcopolohotet com 


ขน ส ม์ 


Waterfront Hotel Lahi 
{Sutras Drive; Lahug Caba 
เห ร 
แก กลา คม อ ก์ อ ก ย า เต ร net 


Waterfront Hotel Mactan 
Apert Rand. Lapu Lapa Cry 6015 
Te (093) 0405 อ ห อ (6 รม 340.5693 
wwwatertronthocel nat 


ISN'T IT TIME YOU TREATED THE MOST SPE- 
cial woman in your life to a relaxing holiday she 
truly deserves? This May 12-14, The Bellevue 
Hotel, southern Metro Manila's first full-service 
business and leisure hotel, treats moms to a 
bash with the Mother's Day Blowout Promo. For 
only P4,600++ per night on a deluxe room ac- 
commodation, get a complimentary massage 
Shiatsu or Swedish body massage plus free use 
of sauna and Jacuzzi at The Bellevue Spa Club. 
Tn addition, get a 20 percent discount on dining 
outlets plus a welcome discount card on select- 
ed items at Rustans Department Store. Other 
perks include breakfast buffet at the Café D' 
Asie, use of swimming pool and gym facilities, 
‘complimentary shuttle service to nearby malls 
and business districts, welcome drink at 20/20 
Entertainment Bar, welcome fruit plate, two 
bottles of mineral water replenished daily, and 
local newspaper. Moms are also invited to a 
Mother's Day Special Buffet lunch and dinner 
on May 14. Special gifts await moms on this 
day! Happy Mother's Day! 

‘The Bellevue Hotel, the definitive dining 
destination south of Metro Manila, continues 
to please dessert lovers with saccharine de- 


= a 


lights and succulent treats. This May, the ho- 
tels expert pastry chefs present Sorrentino, a 
scrumptious cake combining cinnamon and 
amaretto in milk couverture mousse. Drop by 


the lobby lounge and sample the best ensay- 
mada and pastries. Sink your teeth into the 
sweetest pleasures only from The Bellevue. 
For inquiries, call 771-8181. 


ummner sum 


ai Waterfront 
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REVELIN THE SUMMER SUN WITH STYLISH 
comforts. At Waterfront Cebu City Hotel & Casi- 
no (WCCHC), not only are you assured of luxu- 
rious amenities and impeccable service, this 
summer, a whole lot more is in store. Welcome 
"Here Comes the Summer Sun Room Promo. For 
only P3,800 net per night, be whisked away to 
deep slumber in an overnight stay ina Standard 
or Superior Room. But not without them spoil- 
ing you- fruit salad topped with ice cream at the 
Pool Aquarius - absolutely free! And when the 
heat of summer calls, cool down with compli- 
mentary access to the swimming pool, Casino 
Filipino and Citigym. There's more: Start your 
day right with a hearty breakfast buffet for two 
at the famous Uno. Get 10 percent discount on 
all your laundry services and 10 percent off on 
all Waterfront-owned restaurant purchases. In- 


Sum 


dulge in a gastronom- 
ic aray of dining 
choices at the Hotel's 
Gourmet Walk - au- 
thentic Chinese cui- 
sine at Tin Gow, oys- 


, ters and premium 


wine at Treff Bar 
kalys sumptuous 
dishes at La Gondola, 
heart-warming, sweet 
treats at Madeleine 
and the best of international fair at Uno. Dis- 
count also applies to the Lobby Lounge, Café 
Fortuna and Pool Aquarius. Could you possibly 
ask foranything more? 

Promo lasts until May 31. Rate is valid for 
local residents and expatriates living in the. 


Philippines. Prior reservations are required 
and subject to room availability. For inquiries 
and reservations, you may call (032) 232- 
6888 or Manila Sales and Reservations Of- 
fice at (02) 687-0888. You can also visit the 
website at www.waterfronthotels.net. 


r discounts at City Garden Hotel Makati . 


LET CITY GARDEN HOTEL MAKATI 
takes you on a grand summer get- 
away, check-in in one of its guest 
rooms that come for as low as P1,450 
per person on twin-sharing basis. 
This already includes a sumptuous 
buffet breakfast at the Le Jardin. 
fter check.in, try out their fully- 
equipped gym or take a dip in their 
open-air swimming pool at the 
Roofdeck. Or better yet, you may opt 
to explore nearby Powerplant Mall at 
Rockwell or Glorietta Mall for some 


shopping 

After a day of fun activities, book a 
massage or facial treatment for two at 
Body & Face by Mendez for as low as 
P700 per person or try its Relaxing 
Retreat Package for as low as P1,000 
per person, for that much needed re- 
juvenation. 

For dinner, do not miss the 
Roofdeck Bar & Grill. Offering sump- 
tuous grilled specialties and appetiz- 
ers, it has the best view of the 
metropolis at night. And if you hap- 


pen to be checking in on the 14th of 
May, avail of its special dinner offer 
for only P700: per person. A roman- 
tic end to a great day! 

For more details, City Garden Ho- 
tel Makati is located in Makatis 
restaurant strip at 7870 Makati Av- 
enue corner Kalayaan Avenue, 
Makati City. For reservations or in- 
quires, please call (02) 899-1111, or 
its domestic toll free number 1-800- 
lOL-GARDEN (427336), or at 
www citygardenhotels.com . 


Seminar package 
at tbe Garden 
Plaza Hotel 


THE GARDEN PLAZA HOTEL AND SUITES, 
a standard boutique hotel in Paco, Manila is 
offering live-in and live-out seminar pack- 
ages to corporate cliens. 

For a live-in seminar, the package includes 
room accommodation, set breakfast, set 
lunch and set dinner plus two snacks. Prices 
range from 2s low as P1,000 net per day per 
person up to P1,800 net per person per day. 

A live-out package includes a set lunch, 
moming and aftemoon snacks and costs only 
P450 net per person per day. The meal of 
course, is catered by the popular Old Swiss 
Inn restaurant, so the food is guaranteed to 
be of exceptional quality. 

"The packages also include complimentary 
use of the function room from 8 a.m. to 5 
pm, use of the function room facilities such 
as overhead projector with screen, sound 
system, writing pads and pencils and free 
flowing of coffee or tea. 

‘The Garden Plaza Hotel and Suites have 
four (4) function rooms for meeting and 
seminars that can accommodate from five 
(5) to one hundred (100) persons. 

Located right beside the historic Paco Park, 
you may contact The Garden Plaza Hotel and 
Suites at 522-48435 to 38 or 526-2741. 


THEPALM HOTELS HOUSEKEEPING TRAINING PROGRAM 

The Palm Hotels composed of Las Palmas Hotel, Palm Plaza Hotel and The Executive Plaza 
Hotel recently had a ‘Housekeeping Service and Skills Enrichment Program’. It was 
facilitated by the corporate executive housekeeper - Patty A. Martin assisted by the 
housekeeping management team. Shown in the photo are the team members of 
housekeeping with (second row, seated, second from left) Julie Lim and Lito Magcalas - Palm 


Plaza Hotel housekeeping supe 


isors, Sissie Alba - Las Palmas Hotel executive housekeeper, 


Connie Arles - corporate financial controller, Patty A. Martin - corporate executive. 

housekeeper, Ram Manansala - Palm Plaza Hotel executive housekeeper, Rico Sergio 
Carandang - The Executive Plaza Hotel housekeeping supervisor, Haydee Palad (The 
Executive Plaza Hotel linen custodian and Anna Ria Toh - The Executive Plaza Hotel 


Housekeeping coordinator. 


The Nestlé Creamery: A fun fulfilling experience 


PINOYS ARE WELL-KNOWN TO BE ICE-CREAM 
lovers. Whether it’s a graduation or a birthday 
party, ice-cream is one of the staple desserts 
served in every momentous of Filipinos, especial- 
ly now that summer is just around the bend. 
“Thats why its heartening to know that the Nestlé 
Creamery is now open to the public, Located in 
the heart of Quezon City the Nestlé Creamery is 
an ice-cream parlor where the whole family and 
barkada can enjoy a totally fulfilling experience. 
The Nestlé Creamery counts among its many 
specialties old time favorites like ice cream 
concoctions such as the banana split, buco fi- 
esta, macapuno pandan medley, etc. It also 
has ice cream cakes (tiramisu, eskimo deca- 
dence, banana split pie, mango ice cream pie, 
etc), and marble slab concoctions (wherein 
well-trained pastry chefs create different 


types of fllings/custards that makes your fa- 
vorite ice cream concoctions creamier). But 
more than being an ice-cream parlor, the 
Nestle Creamery also serves hot meals such 
as chicken, seafood, meat and pasta dishes. 
This is to meet people's re- 

cent expectations that they 

want a one-stop venue 

where they can enjoy great 

food and even greater 

desserts. Birthday and spe- 

cial packages are being of- 

fered. The Nestlé Creamery 

is a joint-venture of Nestlé 

Corporation and Metro Grind. 

For inquiries on the Nestlé 

Creamery, please call 415-.. , 
7872 or 415-4842. TN 
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New WHO child growth standards out: 


By Charles E. Buban 


S YOUR CHILD MEASUR- 
ing up to World Health Or- 
ganization standards? 

The United Nations lead agency for 
health recently released a new interna- 
tional growth standards for infants and 
young children (up to 5 years) and for 
the first time provided evidence and 
guidance on how every child in the world 
should grow. 

The WHO Child Growth Standards say 
that children born anywhere in the 
world and given the optimum startin life 
have the potential to develop to within 
the same range of helght and weight. It 
demonstrates that differences in chil- 
dren's growth to age 5 are more influ- 
enced by nutrition, feeding practices, en- 
vironment and healtheare rather than 
genetics or ethnicity. 


Invaluable tool 

“These standards will be an invaluable 
tool for everyone--parents, doc- 
tors/healthcare providers, policy makers 
and other organizations—in detecting 
undernutrition, overweight/obesity and 
other growth-related conditions,” said 
Dr. Julius Lecclones, executive director 
of Philippine Children's Medical Center, 

“With these standards, we can now 
properly and promptly address these 


health conditions at their earliest mani- 
festations.” 

The first set of these growth charts re- 
leased late last month includes the usual 
growth indicators Including length 
height-for.age, wolght-forage, welght- 
for-length, and welght-for-heighe. 

For the first time, the WHO included 
two new standards: a Body Mass Index 
standard for children as well as a Win- 
dows of Achievement standard for six 
key motor development milestones (sit- 
ting without support, standing with as- 
sistance, hands and knees crawling, 
walking with assistance, standing alone 
and walking alone), 

Lecciones said the previous standard, 
in use since the late '70s, was based on 
data from a limited sample of children 
from the United States and described on- 


pat Ea Ma 


ly how children grow in a particular re- 
gion and time. It did not provide a sound 
basis for evaluation against international 
standards and norms, 

"Tt Is expected that with these new 
standards we will now be provided with 
a clearer means to assess the well-being 
of our infants and young children and re- 
duce death and disease in the process,” 
said Lecclones, 


8,500 kids 

"The new standards were based on a 
study (initiated by WHO in 1997) involv- 
Ing 8,500 children who enjoyed an opti- 
mal environment for, proper 
growth—recommended infant and 
young ch feeding, practicas, good 

:althcare, and other factors associated 
with good health outcomes like healthy 
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ONE of the new Child Growth Standards released recently by the World Health 


Organization. 


diet and prevention of infection, 

The children came from six widely dif- 
ferent ethnic backgrounds and cultural 
settings in Brazil, Ghana, India, Norway, 
Oman and the US, 

The mothers of these children fol- 


SOURCE WHO 


lowed health practices such as breast- 
feeding and not smoking during and af- 
ter pregnancy. 

The new standards are posted at the 
WHO website: www.who.int/child- 
‘growth/standards/en/. 


Poor nations fail their underfed children 


WELL OVER HALF OF THE 
world's undernourished children 
live in just four nations: India (57 
million), Bangladesh (8 million), 
Pakistan (8 million) and China (7 
million), the United Nations Chil- 
dren's Fund said this week. 

The Philippines, with three 
million undernourished chil- 
dren, is one of the countries with 
the largest numbers, The other 
countries are Nigeria, Ethiopia 
and Indonesia, with six million 
each; the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, with three million, 


Unicef 


Inadequate nutrition con- tamin Aand other vital micronu- 
tributes to an estimated 53 per- trients in children's diets. 
cent of all deaths among infants More than half of the 
under 5, and nutritional inter. world’s underweight children 
vention is most effective when it live in South Asia, according to 
takes place during the first two Unicef figures. Another 15 per- 
years of life, Unicef said. cent are in East Asia and the 
‘Among steps it recommended Pacific, 12 percent in West and 
were promoting breastfeeding Central Africa, 11 percent in 
as the exclusive source of nutri- Eastern and Southern Africa, 5 
tion for the first six months of percent in the Middle East and 
life, improving the diet of preg- North Africa, and 3 percent in 
nant women to push up birth Latin America and the 
weights and ensuring adequate Caribbean, it said. 
supplies of iodized salt, iron, Vi- 


and Vietnam, with two million, 
Unicef said. 

Unicef sald developing na- 
tions should do far more for their 
undernourished children to 
meet a longtime UN goal of 
halving the world's underwelght 
infants by 2015. 

Despite steady progress in 
many poor countries, the pace 
has lagged in others, threatening 
to cripple related UN natives 
almed at controlling disease, 
boosting education rates and 
spurring economic growth, 


Unicef said. shows eno that the world 
must alter its priorities in order 
146M underweight kids to reach the Millennium Devel- 
Since 1990, the starting point opment Goal target of reducing 
set by the United Nations, the id undernutrition by half," 
rate has fallen just 5 percentage Unicef executive director Ann 
points from 32 percent to 27 per- Veneman said. 
cent, it said. “But it shows just as clearly 
The goal is to bring the rateto that reducing undernutrition is 
16 percent by 2015. Currently attainable if the lessons of the 
there are about 146 million chil- past 15 years are applied,” Vene- 
dren under 5 who are moderate- man said in a foreword to the 
ly or severely underweight. new report, The millennium 
‘With only nine years left to goals were set at a UN world 


meet the goal, “this report card summit in New York in 2000. Reuters 


Singapore vs US math 


IN THE 2003 TRENDS IN INTER- 
national Math and Sclence Study, 
Singapore students ranked first 
in the world, while the US was 
16th out of 46 countries, among 
the lowest eee na Queena N. 
tions. This trend, though not new, gg. 
อ HA 
tors decided to learn from Singa- Street Journal gave an example: 
pore. The American Institutes for "Singapore math texts ask kids to 
Research spearheaded a compar- draw bars and other diagrams to 
ative study on the math frame- visualize problems—a technique 
works, textbooks, assessments, called bar modeling. When this 
and teacher preparation in the strategy is applied consistently 
two countries. over a number of years, children 
Singapore scored strong in all tend to be better able to break 
areas. It uses two frameworks: a down complex problems and do 
highly focused regular frame- rapid calculations in their head." 
work and an alternative one with 
similar coverage but done at a 
slower pace and with more sup- 
po from expert teachers, The Singapore system have been in- 
Framework is bolstered by good stituted in the US for students in 
textbooks that develop in-depth Baltimore and Montgomery 
understanding of math concepts County, Maryland, North Middle- 
(Compared to US textbooks sex, Massachusetts and Paterson, 
which rarely go beneath the sur- New Jersey. 
face of definitions and formulas). — Two of the four sites produced 
‘Singapore's elementary school significant improvements in stu- 
teachers are required to demon- dent outcomes, but overall there 
strate sufficient math skills (bet. were mixed results due to US 
ter than those of their US peers) teachers who lacked preparation 
even before they start college in implementing the new curricu- 
to avoid having their beloved ani- training to be certified instruc- la well and high student mobility, 
mals bite (and infect) the hands tors. Each year they undergo 100 which limited the children's prior 
that feed them. hoursofcontinuing training. exposure, especially since the 
‘Email the author at massie Singapore also gives more regular Singapore curriculum 
@massie.com. challenging exams and judges does not usually repeat content. 
performance based on a value- However, educators are gener- 
added approach that rewards ally optimistic, and hope to 
schools for individual student spread the program to more 
progress over time. ‘schools. The US system is certain- 
ly not inferior in all aspects. Com- 
Math experts pared to Singapore, the US focus- 
How has Singapore made all es more on 21st century skills 
these possible? Over the past such as representation, reason- 
decades, the Ministry of Educa- ing, making connections, com- 
tion regularly hired math experts munication, and applied math, 
to interview teachers to find out such as statistics and probability. 
what worked and where their stu- Ws about time we looked to 
dents needed help. our Asian neighbors for help, 
Elementary textbooks usually rather than rely on traditional 
covered only about a third of the Western methods of teaching and 
topics in US textbooks (or Philip- learning. 
pine ones, for that matter), but... The report can be found in the 
the material was taught with American Instirutes for Research 
more depth. Visual aids were website wwwairorg/ news/de- 
used frequently to make sense of  faultaspx. 
abstract concepts. E-mail the author at bless- 
In December 2004, the Wall book@yahoo.com. 


EUREKA! 
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en other animals get avian flu 


individually be infected with the 
HSN1 flu strain, they weren't too 
good at transmitting the disease to 
each other, and therefore were 
less likely to be able to transmit 
the disease to humans. 

Recent reports have noted that 
other animals such as dogs, foxes, 
weasels and seals have since been 
found to be infected with avian flu. 

People should realize that 
birds are not the only animals 
that can be affected by avian flu 
and that there may be other ways 
for people to become infected 
with the virus. 

More stringent sanitary mea- 
sures may be necessary within a 
household to prevent the possible 
transmission of avian flu from, 
say, an infected cat or dog to its 
human owners. And humans 
should see to it that their pets 
aren't exposed to possibly con- 
taminated food in the first place 


EARLIER THIS WEEK JAPAN 
banned poultry imports from 
Great Britain to prevent the possi- 
ble spread of avian HSN1 flu to its 
domestic birds. The week before, 
Russia banned the importation of 
poultry products. In mid-April, 
Bangladesh had a list of 56 coun- 
tries from which they would not 
import poultry including Great 
Britain and the Philippines. And 
approximately one month ago, 
the European Union decided to 
extend the ban on poultry prod- 
wet imports from several Eastern 
European nations. 

With so much emphasis on pre- 
venting infected birds from possi- 
bly spreading the disease to other 
countries, this is perhaps a good 
time to note that birds aren't the 
only animals that can act as carri- 
ers for the avian HSN1 flu. 

In the past three years, a num- 
ber of articles have appeared in 
the journal Emerging Infectious 
Diseases regarding avian flu and 
other animals, 

Fora virus to successfully jump 
from one species to another, it 


infected with avian fu, re- 
searchers began examining the 
situation more carefully. 

Te was assumed at the time that 
the cats were infected by the virus 
because they ate raw, infected 
poultry. According to the Oct. 8, 
2004 issue of the journal Science, 
researchers (Osterhaus et al) 
from the Erasmus Medical Center 
in the Netherlands found that cats 
could be infected by live chicken, 
and more worrisomely, could 
transmit the disease to other cats, 

In this year’s January issue of 
the American Journal of Patholo- 
gy. Osterhaus et al. further note 
that the HSN1 virus infection 
causes systemic disease and 
spreads by potentially novel 
Toutes without and between 
mammalian hosts. 


Pigs 

Tn the August 2005 issue of the 
Journal of Virology researchers 
from the United States, Thailand 
and Vietnam collaborated to study 
pigs in Vietnam that had been in- 
fected with avian flu. Their study 
showed that while the plgs could. 


Flu pandemic may be caused by another virus 


SINGAPORE—A FLU PANDEMIC 
may be caused by a virus strain 
other than the feared HSN1 and 
political commitment is needed 
to prepare for an outbreak, a se- 
nior World Health Organization 
(WHO) official said on Thursday. 
“1 think the issue is not 
whether there would be a pan- 
demic [but] when the pandemic 
will occur and how severe the im- 
pact will be, and its also not clear 
what the virus strain would be,” 
said Jai Narain, director of the 
WHO's communicable diseases 
department for Southeast Asia. 


Discover 
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needs time to make the transition 
to the new host and enough ge- 
netic similarity between the 
species so that the virus can actu- 
ally replicate. 

As last week's column noted, 
while humans and birds share the. 
same avian flu receptors, humans 
cannot easily transmit the disease 
to other humans via coughing or 
sneezing because the virus repli- 
cates deep within the human res- 
piratory system. 


Cats 

The first report of an ani- 
mal—a leopard—other than a 
bird being infected with avian flu 
was documented at a Bangkok 
200 in January 2004, After other 
felines, both wild and domestic, 
in the area were later found to be 


Mixed results 
Pilot programs based on the 


“It may not be HSN1. A lot of 
people feel it may be HSN1, that's 
"why there area lot of studies going 
on regarding the virus, but still we 
cannot be sure," he told an interna- 
tional forum organized by British 
medical journal The Lancet. 


133 human deaths 

The HSN1 virus has infected 
millions of birds worldwide and 
killed 113 people, mostly from 
Asia, Scientist fear it could mu- 
tate into a strain easily passed 
from person to person, triggering 
a pandemic like the one in 1918- 


1919 which killed an estimated 
50 million people worldwide. 
Some critics have said that esti- 
mates of the possible death toll 
could be overblown, but Narain- 
said the "potential for a pandemic 
remains imminent or inevitable.” 
“The major concem is that if 
the virus builds up the capacity next pandemic may emerge from 
for human to human transmis- Asia itself” he said. Ar the same time, 
sions, the impact will indeed be in many many counties we have 
truly catastrophic," Narain said. limited capacties of public health." 
Several countries have begun There must also be a coordi- 
to take the threat seriously and nated approach at the national 
are prepared to implement emer- and international levels, the 
gency plans as well as stockpile WHO official said. AFP 


Tamiflu, considered the frontline 
drug against a pandemic. 

But much more needs to be 
done especially in poorer countries 
where the health infrastructure is 
weak and the economy depends on 
the farming sector, Narain said, 

"A loc of people speculate that the 
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Subic firms seen getting VAT exemption 


Bufiag says BIR to issue regulation to ease locators' 


By Michelle V. Remo 


fusion over the status of Subic 10- 


cators in terms of paying VAT. 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL 
Revenue is set to issue a revenue 
regulation exempting businesses 
located at the Subic Bay Freeport. 
and Special Economic Zone from 
thevalue-added tax. 

BIR Commissioner Jose Mario 
Bufiag said the BIR needed to is- 
sue the regulation to remove con- 


port products 


This summer, get the lowest down payments 
on top GM models: the Special Edition 
Chevrolet Optra, Special Edition Chevrolet 


Burn rubber to your nearest Chevrolet 
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‘The move was prompted by the 
request made by the Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority on behalf 
of its locators, most of which ex- 


SBMA Administrator Armand 
Arreza said that while locators 
have an understanding that they 
were indeed exempted from the 


99K ONLY" 


SPECIAL EDITION OPTRA 1.6 A/T 
Plus Free Auto Insurance 
& Chattel mortgage fee 


99K ONLY? 


OPTRA WAGON 1.6 A/T 
Plus Free Auto Insurance 
& Chattel mortgage fee 


VAT, they wanted it spelled out in 
writing by the BIR. 

‘The confusion came following 
the implementation of the VAT Re- 
form law, which expanded the cov- 
erage of the VAT to previously ex- 
empted items starting November 
last year, and raised its rate from 
0 to 12 percent starting February. 

The locators were no longer 
sure if they remained exempted 


from the expanded VAT, thus the 
need for clarification from BIR. 
Bufag said, however, that 
since Subic is a freeport and an 
economic zone, the fiscal incen- 
tives granted by Republic Act No. 
7227 applies to locators there. 
The law states that locators in 
economic zones should only pay 
a S-percent tax on gross income 


in lieu of all other taxes. cost,” Bunag said. 
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concerns 


But the BIR chief said that 
while locators in Subic were ex- 
empted from paying the VAT, they 
were not allowed to claim re- 
funds for the VAT they shoulder 
every time they purchase goods 
or services whose prices already 
include the 12-percent VAT. 

“The amount (of input VAT) 
should be part of their operating 


Group bucks 
tariff plan on 
oil products 


By Abigail L. Ho 


IMPOSING a higher tariff on refined 
petroleum products will distort the down- 
stream oil industry as it will favor the local oil 
refining companies, according to an industry. 
group. 

“There will be no level playing field as the 
law will be unduly favoring a certain sector of 
the industry,” said Glenn Yu, president of the 
Independent Philippine Petroleum Compa- 
nies Association. 

A tariff differential will make imported re- 
fined perroleum products more expensive 
compared to similar products produced here 
by the local oil companies. 

Flying V chair and president Ramon Villavi- 
cencio had earlier said that an uneven playing 
field would likely cause smaller players like 
his company to close shop. 

This would place consumers at a disadvan- 
tage as they would again be given fewer op- 
tions, he said. 

The first downstream oil industry deregu- 
lation law, RA 8180 signed in 1996, imposed 
a 4-percent tariff differential between crude 
and finished products. 

The high court struck down the law be- 
cause of that provision. 

‘The current oil deregulation law, RA 8479 
signed in 1998, does not mandate any tariff 
differential, putting refiners and pure fin- 
ished product importers on equal footing in 
terms of tariffs. 

Energy Secretary Raphael Lotilla had earlier 
said that the government was willing to explore 
the possibilty ofinstcuting some sort of tariff dif- 
ferential between refiners and pure importers. 

However, before doing so, he said a careful 
study of the legal implications of such a move 
would have to be done, considering how the 
Supreme Court reacted when such a provi- 
sion was included in the first downstream oil 
deregulation law. 


PNOC backs 
sale of plants 


KIDAPAWAN CITY—THE PNOC ENERGY DE- 
velopment Corp. has backed plans to sell 
geothermal plants in the country to the pri- 
vate sector, saying it would ensure the devel- 
opment of additional energy sources. 

PNOC EDC president Paul Aquino said that 
with the lack of funds facing the government, 
selling the geothermal plants would bring in 
some of the money needed to arrest a future 
“energy crisis.” 

‘The Philippines’ geothermal plants pro- 
duce a combined 2,000 megawatts of electric- 
ity, but the Department of Energy (DOE) pro- 
jected that 2,000 MW more could be tapped 
to address the looming crisis. 

‘Aquino said the government could not de- 
velop other sources due to dire lack of funds. 

Among the energy sources the government 
wanted to privatize, he said, were the PNOC 
geothermal power plants. : 

But Aquino admitted that the bidding pro- 
cess and exiting laws were hindering the sale. 
of government energy assets to the private 
sector 

He described the existing law on public 
bidding as “very transparent, but not very ef- 
ficient.” 

Just a week ago, Aquino said the bidding 
for the coal-fired power plant in Calaca, 
Batangas did not push through after DMCI 
holdings, a local power firm, one of the two 
bidders, failed to come on time. 

Aquino said when the bidding for the sec- 
ond round took place, DMCT's rival, First Gen 
Luzon Power Corp., failed to match the gov- 
ernments reserve price. 

Aquino said they were required to walt 
another four months before a new bidding 
process on the Calaca plant could be con- 
ducted. 

“I don't know how we can successfully do 
it,” Aquino said about the moves to hand over 
the energy sources to private firms. Dennis 
Jay Santos, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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HOSE WHO LOVE 
the sea will be glad to 
know that a luxury 
condominium will soon rise 
on a seaside cliff within Ter- 


After a year of planning, Landco 
Pacific Corp. is building not only the 
country's first luxury condo by the sea 
but also its first vertical development, 
Amari en Terrazas, on 1.6 hectares of 
rolling terrain spanning up to 75 me- 
ters above sea level. 

According to Jose-Antonio Xerex 
Burgos, Landco Pacific SBU head and 


sos in the condominium which will 
have two structures--Casa del Mar 
and Casa de Amor. Amari is derived 
from amor, which means love, and 
mar, the sea. 

Construction is expected for com- 
pletion in two and a half years. Casa. 
de Amor will be finished by the sec- 
ond quarter of 2008 while Casa del 


m. 


— (im 
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Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


Vibes cid 


razas de Punta Fuego in Na- 
sugbu, Batangas. 


vice president of residential resorts, 


Mar will be completed by the fourth 
the firm is investing half a billion pe- 


LANDCO Pacific Corp. combines the sophistication of high urban living and the calm,cooland 7 
ล ต ร / ธ 22 


breezy lifestyle of a resort in the soon to rise Amara en Terrazas in Nasugbu, Batangas. 


SUNDAY! 


7" CONSTRUCTSCOPE - 
SM City Clark opens May 12 


SM CITY CLARK, THE 24TH SM supermall will bring shopping, leisure and 
entertainment excitement to this dynamic hub in Central Luzon, when it 
‘opens its doors to the public on May 12. 

‘Strategically located at 165,000-square-meter property on M. A. Roxas 
Avenue in the Clark Special Economic Zone in Angeles City, the 98,256-sa- 
m two-level mall is SM's second supermall in Pampanga. The first was SM 
City Pampanga in San Fernando. 

With its circular façade and wall cladding in four shades of blue, SM City 
Clark is an innovation from the traditional SM mall design. It has a grand 16- 
meter space frame with metal-cladded celling in its atrium and two cleresto- 
ries on the left and right wing. Mallers will also love al fresco dining under a 
tensile rof in its outdoor fountain area. 

For customer convenience, it also has constructed a terminal, as well as 
an elevated covered walkway with escalators to Bayanihan Park. It also has 
2,667 open parking slots. 

Shopping fun at SM City begins with the SM Department Store and Hy- 
permarket and SM mainstays like Our Home, SM Appliance Center, ACE 
Hardware, Watsons and the Surplus Shop, as wellas fashion boutiques, 
home stores, jewelry stores, shoe stores and novelty stores. It will also have 
computer stores, Internet cafés and telecom stores for the cyber generation. 

Pampanguefios can get good food at the SM Food Court. The mall will al- 
so have six state-of-the-art cinemas with a total of 3,600 seats as well asa 
large performance and exhibition space. 


Creba Social Housing Foundation prexy 
ROBERTO A. ALVAREZ JR., A HOUSING AND PROPERTY INDUSTRY AND CIVIC 
leader, is the new president of the Creba Social Housing Foundation Inc., the social 
arm of the Chamber of Real Estate and Builders Associations (Creba). Along with 
CSHFI chair Rosemarie C. Basa, he and other officers as well as board members 
‘were recently inducted by lawyer Federico FS. Quimbo, president and -CEO of 
Home Development Mutual Fund (Pag-Ibig Fund) at the Marila Poo Club coincid- 
ing with the Creba 4th business monthly meeting. — ^ 

‘Alvarez is president of Servequest Inc., president and CEO, RPA Services 
Corp.; chair, Filmar Realty Corp.; managing director, MMS Land and Proper- 
ty Corp.; director, Smokey Mountain Foundation inc and Philippine Jaycees 
Foundation; senator, Junior Chamber International (JCI); former national 
president and other positions, Philippine Jaycees Inc., and founding presi- 
dent, former treasurer and director, and currently secretary, The Outstand- 
ing Young Men Foundation Inc. 

Alvarez earned his bachelor of arts major in economics, history and polit- 
ical science from De la Salle Universty- Mania 

Other CSHFI officers are Delfin J. Wenceslao, vice chair; Manuel H. Tor- 
res, executive vice president; Douglas G. Nazareno, VP-internal affairs; 
Brigido Simon Jr., VP-external and special projects; Avelina P. Acuña, VP- 
chapters; Anastacio Adriano Jr, VP-finance; Roger M. Garcia Jr., VP-public 
relations: Teresita C. Milan, treasurer: Porthos P. Almajose, Pablo A. Panlilio 
dr. Carlos A. Refieses and Demetrio L. Posadas, trustees; Juliano P. Nacino, 
corporate secretary: Sammy G. Valencia, immediate past president, and Pe- 
dro C. Tario and Techie P. Bautista, advisers. 


AddMix in Konstruktura Asya 2006 

ADDMIX RECENTLY PARTICIPATED IN THE PRESTIGIOUS KONSTRUKTURA 
‘Asya 2006 held at the World Trade Center. Apart from being an exhibitor, Ad- 
mix was also a product sponsor and a conference documentation sponsor for 
the convention. 

A key player in the construction industry, AddMix recognizes the impor- 
tance and magnitude of the reglonwide exhibit as it will create more oppor- 
tunities for local construction companies as well as give them the chance to 
interact with their foreign counterparts. This event also aims to give local 
constructors an overview of the rapidly changing and ever growing Western 
Pacific construction industry. 

AddMix has four variants which cater to specific needs in the construction 
site, These are AddMix Plus, the volume expander for mortars used in filing 
and laying concrete hollow blocks: AddMbc Easy, the piaster mortar enhancer 
 AddMix Ultra, the fortifier and accelerator for concrete poured in beams, 
Columns and oorings; and AddMix Tlebond, which has triple bonding agents 
responsible for superior adhesion and faster setting and curing. 


Model unit blessing at Cathedral Heights 
CATHEDRAL HEIGHTS HOLDINGS INC. RECENTLY HELD THE BLESSING 
of their model unit at Cathedral Heights Townhouses, an exclusive 90-unit 
townhouse community in New Manila, Quezon City. 

Situated adjacent to St. Luke's Medical School and Medical Center on E. 
Rodriguez Avenue, Cathedral Heights Townhouses is only a few minutes 
away from hospitals, schools and commercial establishments. 


j Join our Grand Open H 


ouse this 


You have achieved stellar success over the years. Celebrate your continued success with the ultimate 


form of luxury: a stately home at South Forbes's newest prestige development ~~ Chateaux de Paris 


ined 


Cathedral Heights’ 1.15-hectare development offers the convenience of a 
‘gated community complete with 24-hour security, a spacious pavilion, a 
horlzon-edged pool, children's wading pool and children's play area. 

Its Southern Californian architecture is evident in the solid structure and 
elaborate façade of the townhouses. 

Cathedral Heights Townhouses’ phase 1, consisting of 52 one- to three- 


A grand entrance gate ushers you into a splendid experience. Distinctly French “allées” tree 
And the Grand 


streets - surround your private kingdom. A modern castle is what you 
Clubhouse is the perfect venue to entertain your gallery of guests. 


Best of all, with your free membership to the world-class 18-Hol 


ll call hom 


uth Forbes Golf Club, 


bedroom units, and its Lelsure Park, are nearing full completion. More than 


50 percent of the units are sold. is indeed an investment worth making you'll soon lay claim to the gr 


s and more championship trophies! 


JOIN THE ROSTER OF ROYALS FOR AS Li 


FREE Membership 
to the 18-Hole 
South Forbes Golf Club 


BELAGIO LAUNCH METRO STA. ROSA 
Belagio Land Inc., a real estate developer and marketing company, 
was formally launched during a cocktail event aboard the luxury 
yacht “Princess Regina." It is composed of young successful 
entrepreneurs (from left) treasurer Marvee Espejo, chalr Michael 
Romero, who also heads the multibillion-peso Manila Harbour 
Center, and president Frank Evaristo Jr 
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Even before you renovate 


‘WHETHER IT BE FOR LACK OF 
room, the desire for a new look, or 
a change in lifestyle, we have our 
Own reasons for renovating our 
living spaces. 

Tn this information age of Inter- 
net and cable TY so many chan- 
nels are devoted to promoting ar- 
chitecture and interior design. We 
see a lot of practical tips and cre- 
ative ideas that can suit all types of 
budget. We are suffused with sug- 
gestions—from recycling materi- Marcos 
als straight from the trash bin to 
where to purchase the most ex- 

nsive mnishings. Furniture 

fairs and builders’ depots abound. For the un- 
seasoned renovator, the vast array of options 
could get pretty tricky. Don't let this deluge of 
information confuse you. First, take time to 
sit back, think out your plans (and your mea- 
suring tools), and decide on the rules of your 
renovating game. 

Clearly define your purpose in renovating. 
Knowing exactly why you are renovating can 
make later decisions easy. In a house where 
both husband and wife (not to mention the 
kids) may have their own ideas, your options 


Livinc 


Discover 4 


เพ ้ ออ ล อ ชั่ ง 


ciini. 


i. Come and witness for yourself the inauguration of 
Metrogate Silang Estates” 
jungle pool and swimming center on May 13, 


ARCHITECTURE 


de Guzman Jr. 


should be narrowed down only to 
those that point to why you decid- ; 
ed to renovate in the first place. For 


give Junior a separate room, bud- 
get-wise, Dad's entertainment cab- 
inet must not take precedence. 


Have a theme or a concept 
Having a theme and a concept 
will help create a more interesting 
and unified look. It must be some- 
thing that the occupants agree to 
and must express the interests of 
the majority. It could be eclectic, 
modern, minimalist, Asian, coun- 
try native, or from whatever age or region the 
family will be comfortable with. The choices 
are unlimited but it is a good way to show 
your family’s personality and interest. 
Removing is usually better than adding. Of- 
tentimes, the all-important consideration for 
natural lighting and ventilation takes a back 
seat because of the need for more living 
space. Patios or lightwells are closed off be- 
cause an extension of the kitchen is necessary. 
Ifyou bought a house in this condition, try to 
visualize if it might be better to sacrifice some 
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The Ecopolis of the 21st Century 
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example, if the main intention is toy 
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renovation. Instead 
of cladding it, i 
recommended 
opening up the walls 
tomaximize view, 
lighting and 
ventillation. 
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THIS is the sports center of the Taal View Heights which is scheduled for renovation. 


areas to increase your comfort. 

One way to create synergism of space is by 
knocking down unnecessary walls but of 
course you would need to talk to experts 
about which walls can be safely torn down. It 
could be more appealing to combine a small 
living room and a small dining room into one 
big living space, with sufficient furnishings to 
demarcate one function from the other. Re- 
moving also pertains to unnecessary clutter, 
furniture, or accent pieces, which may or may 
not be replaced with more useful, less cum- 
bersome ones. 

When. adding, make sure you maintain 
cross ventilation and natural lighting. We can- 
not always rely on air-conditioning and light- 
ing fixtures, especially now that power costs 
continue to soar. It is always a greater advan- 
tage to ensure that often used areas in your 
home are open to air and light. This likewise 
makes them easier to clean and less prone to 
odors. 

Include the outdoors in your planning. You 
can either make the outdoors more accessible 
or visible from within or you can try to bring 
elements of nature inside your home. This 
creates more breathing space that will be very 
useful in the hot and humid months. And it 
can enable you to enjoy additional room 
while being shielded from inclement weather. 

Sometimes cookie-cutter houses come with 
windows rather than wide doors not because 
they are more efficient that way but because 
the glass doors are more expensive than the 
windows. You may choose to open up these 
windows to make use of the outdoors as addi- 
tional living spaces. It’s not just functional, it's 
healthier too. 


2006. 


quarter of the same year. 

To be sold exclusively to Club Punta Fuego 
members are 95 condo units with unique and 
unobstructed views of the South China Sea. 
There will be 25 units at the three-story Casa 
de Amor while seven-story Casa del Mar will 
have 70 units. 

Prices of the condo units range from P8 to 
12 million for Club Punta Fuego members. 


Asian-European design 

The central design theme of Amara en Ter- 
razas is a fusion of Asian and Western archi- 
tecture. Inspired by Spanish-Mediterranean 


design elements, the developer will blend old 
world elegance with Asian elements. 


Economical ways 

Painting and adding colors are economical 
ways of beautifying your home with great im- 
pact. Before you even begin, invest in a paint- 
ing guide. Likewise, there are so many deco- 
rating books for you to follow and they are 
worth the investment. Even just adding one 
colorful tasteful, decorative piece can spice 
upa monochromatic corner. 

When consulting experts to help you, give 
them a detailed list of what you need or want 
on the outset. The renovation task is so exact- 
ing that any delayed additional requirements 
from you may require replanning and a waste 
of valuable time and money. 

The builders must be certain of exactly 
what you want in order to put your vision into 
reality, Both of you must have the same pic- 
ture of the final product. Prepare photos or 
pictures of particular elements that may be 
unique or hard to explain. However, you must 
also listen to their advice as to how feasible 
your ideas are in the “real world.” 

Lastly, have fun planning and doing the 
renovation. Get involved and get the family 
involved. They should have a say in things, al- 
beit yours must be the deciding vote. At the 
age of 8, my kids knew precisely what they 
wanted—from the style of their beds to the 
design of the wallpaper. They wanted nothing 
less in their rooms and were free to express 
their individuality there. 

Giving sufficient leeway encourages the 
family to participate in the project and ulti- 
mately appreciate the results. In the end, all 
of you can enjoy living and sharing your 
freshly renovated place. 


RP's first luxury... 0] 


The natural setting will be maximized by 
thedeveloper through trellised bridges, water 
features and tropical landscaping. This means 
large windows, balconies and extended 
eaves. 

Architect Christina Guico of inhouse design 
group said the condo units will be laid out in 
such a way that sliding or folding doors will 
separate the living room from the sleeping 
quarters. Designed as an open suite, each unit 
will have a large amount of space when the 
panels are folded during the day. To ensure 
privacy at night, the panels can be shut once 
more. 

‘Amari is indeed for people who love the sea 
and who love to dwell near it. 
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FEDERAL Land boasts another efficient development: Mactan Tower has been recently 


P 
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completed until the podium level, showing that the project's construction is ahead of schedule. 


Luxurious resort-inspired 
living on the rise in RP 


FEDERALLAND INC., ONE OF THE COUNTRY'S 
leading property developers, has added to its list 
+ of upscale developments another masterpiece 
‘with Mactan Tower, Phase 3 of Bay Garcen—an 
pscale condominium development offering re- 
ort living at the heart of the city. Construction of 
~ Mactan Tower is in full swing and is expected for 
turnover within 2007. 
Federal Land has remained consistent with 
J jts impressive record for efficient develop- 
“ment, with the construction of Mactan Tower 
weeks ahead of schedule. Just five months af- 
ter its first concrete pouring in 2005, the tow- 
er had been efficiently completed until the 
podium level. Work has now begun on the 
Residential tower, with an expected topping- 
off in August. 


Consistent adherence 

Backed by 33 years of experience, Federal 
Land has solidified its place in the real estate 
industry through a consistent adherence to 
high-quality standards of land development 
and timely delivery of structures. 

Bay Garden is situated within Metropolitan 
Park, an emerging master-planned communi- 
ty on Roxas Boulevard, right beside Manila 
Bay. The completed Anchor Bay, Boardwalk 
Bay and Crystal Bay towers offer residents 
convenient city living amid a sprawling natu- 
ral environment, with 60 percent of the 40- 
hectare community dedicated to greenery 
and open space. 

The rising Mactan Tower provides the 
same tranquility and comfort of idyllic liv 
ing. This time, the luxurious atmosphere is 
further enhanced by facilities reminiscent of 
a first-class resort. The completed project 
‘would have units with sizes that range from 
41 to 68 sq m for the charming one-bedroom 
units, from 66 to 116.5 sq m for spacious 
two-bedroom units and from 93 to 192.5 sq 


m for generous three-bedroom units. 

Each unit features trendy modern design 
and careful space planning that cater to the 
distinct tastes of discerning homebuyers. 
Splendid floor-to-ceiling wall windows pro- 
vide residents with breathtaking sights. Resi- 
dents are treated to a view of the famous 
Manila Bay in the west, and the resort-style 
pool garden or Makati skyscrapers in the east. 


Services, facilities 

Federal Land made sure of the inclusion of 
the modern services for Mactan Tower resi- 
dents. All units come with a parking space, 
plus provision for cable TV and telephone 
lines. The fire safety system and standby pow- 
er generator prevent dangers and other โท - 
conveniences during emergency situations. 

‘True to its promise of an everyday vacation, 
the whole family will enjoy hours of unwinding 
in upscale facilities offered by Mactan Tower 
‘The overall well-being of the residents was the 
primary consideration in the meticulous plan- 
ning of this high-rise abode. The podium area 
features a free-form outdoor swimming pool, 
children's wading pool, outdoor playground, 12 
poolside gazebos and a steam room. 

The 385-sq-m lush mini putting green is 
available for golf enthusiasts who want to 
practice their swing. Food aficionados can 
look forward to having grill parties and pic: 
nics at the outdoor barbecue area. The out- 
door activity center serves as the perfect 
venue for intimate gatherings whereas the 
prestigious function room is available for big- 
ger and more exclusive events. 

Mactan Tower offers best of both worlds: 
the private, luxurious ambiance of a resort 
paradise and the exciting convenient lifestyle 
offered by the urban setting. For inquiries 
about Bay Garden Mactan Tower, call 551- 
0888 or log on to wwwbaygarden.com.ph. 
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The Philippine Building and Construction Exposition 


Converging 
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Globalization 
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SUMMER STOP OVER Take a vacation from rising interest rates." 


a home to expand 
your view of the world 


È 2 STORIES OF 
LUXURY TOWERING 
OVER U.N. AVENUE 

CORNER MABINI STREET, 

MALATE, MANILA 


Enjoy No Downpayment, 48 months to pay at 0% interest rate. 


Stop over at : Mayfair Tower Showroom at the Sth Level (Cast 
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400% WATERPROOF AMEREMENTIONOF"FRANCE' GIVES THE | 
impression of romance, luxury, aristocracy and 
a || an easy sophistication that comes from a rich 
history and culture—the Eiffel Tower, sidewalk 
cafés, red wine and beautiful people. 
"Chateau" is another word that just slides out 
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EDSA cor. Reliance St., Swiththe updated É 


Mandaluyong City and more streamlined 
design with contempo- 
Tel. Nos.: 687-9010 » 687-7490 | rary fabrics. Art pieces 


687-7942 + 687-2576 are framed in silver | 


THE LONGEST EFFICACY AMONG REGISTERED & ria sta fuer teni AC 
j ir topiary brings the spirit E 
APPROVED TERMITICIDE TODAY! = Emakintogeadsagricom | of French gardens in | NE 
“Termites can sencusty damage your houses. They can even render 7 pao เฟ En side the house. Wit 8 5 
'You homeless. Dont let termites invade your precious homes! f jjustthe right amount of THE DEN beside the living room may be 


Protect every comer ol your house wih Bex sol termiicide. ม wwwJeadsagri.com Tichness, the house ito an entertainment center or 
For best results, consul [censed Pest Contro Operator nearest you. maintains the tradi- ซู 


Thank Goodness It's Five da 


If you don't get a decision on your home loan application in 5 days or less, 
we'll give you 1% off on your first year interest rate. 


METROBANK SUBSIDIARY 


“PSBank 
ศา any PSBank branch nationwide. fayr LOAN 


<email address> then send to 391-772 for Smart or 0917-890-232 for Globe and other users 
Email us: info@psbank.com.ph 


Real property. Real fast. 
Offer runs from April 24, 2006 up to June 30, 2006. See flyers for details. 
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“ACTIVITY CENTER 
Aprli27,28,29 & 30 
VIAM, 1PM, 3PM & 5PM 
‘Customer Service; 752-7272 


S 


. ACTIVITY CENTER 
ศร ม 

' เ 687+12 ก ม า 30 ฟิ ห ,333081,5 ศ ห 26:30PM 
Customer Service:842-2782, 772-1860 
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ACTIVITY CENTER. 
May 11,12,138 14. 


20M 23008, 430PM & G3OPM 
Customer Service: 886-7519 
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Customer Service:(032) 231-5342 loc 324 


Editor Pam Pastor 
Creative Director Tim Yap 
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_ Explore the world of your favorite = 
Disney Characters! 


Glorietta 4 Park 


PLAYHOUSE 
Ayala Center Makati, Alabang Town Center, 
Market! Market! Ayala Center Cebu 


FAIRIES ENCHANTED FOREST 
Ayala Center Makati, Mabang Town Center, 
Ayala Center Cebu 


vhs 
พ อ ห ม แช KRANDRAKAR MAZE 
esi Markel! Market! 
๒ 0 ผู 


เอ 6 [ด m 00 


ว 2 0 
Catch the latest styles in Disney Fashion. : «remem, 


Ayala Center Makati Alabang Town Center Market! Market! | ว ป ศั ต 
ล บ 65 7 ก ห ร Stands 
Moa 2PMEAPM ว อ ง | Gro 
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SEDUCE ME. runner-up Elaine 
Gallardo loves Century Tuna 


SUPER! MODEL. Super! 
columnist. Raya Mananquil 


PINK PANTHER. Superbods 
host Bianca Valerio 


" 
US HEALTHY GIRLS. Angel 
Aquino, chief judge 


runner-up 
Danielle Pioli 


INDERELLA. 
Century Tuna's Leo Po with girlfriend Mariel 
Santos at Pier One in Boracay 


COUPLE OF THE CENTURY. 
Lucy Gomez at the White and 


Mas makulay, mas masaya! 


nith Magnolia Chocolait and you can ii 
w Pe Hu ank “y PETS scili mea kc 
ws. and creatively color the attached Goor Your Life, 
Use any coloring medium, any coloring Stale/ 


N-Cage, 
one Oliver Map a 
Chocolait coloring materiai 


You can also join Color You LIFE Summer events and enjoy free carnival rides, magn. von 
Storytelling? fun art activities, Sace painting, henna tattooing, and So much more. 
Baina 7 : Mag oT Because like. is SO much better in color! 


Color Your Life sauer events 
"April lb -Easter Celebration at Enchanted Kingdon, ` 
Sta. Rosa, Laquna 
me, Glorietta 
2 Apri Zt- Alabon Towh Cantet 
เก ร Waves, Bulacan, 
Manis WI x 
" Mag 20 -Picie Forest, Festival Mall 
May 27 = C-Bo, Robinson's Place, Manila 


Promo period from 
April lb to June 3, 2006 
Please see complete details 

ak the back of 
Magaolia Chocolait | liter packs 


n, Lagune 
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BUZ: 


BODY LANGUAGE. finalist . 


G-ford Lara 


TUNATWISTS. 
First runner-up 
were Grant 
Hooks and 
Elaine Gallardo. 
Ind runners-up 
were Chris 
‘Samson and 
Danielle Pioli. 


J^ RB. 
THE CENTUI 
Phoemela Barandais Super! hot. Teresa Herrera 


IRY. 


"a 
FIRE DRAGON. 


T THE CORE OF SUM- 

mer's hottest body fest 

that had abs of steel, 
killer smiles and toned mus- J 
cles is a sense of zest to live the 
healthy life and flaunt all that 
you've got. 

"When you know you're flying to Bo- 
ra, all you could think of is hitting the 
gym to add those extra crunches, to 
make sure the right veins pop out. But 
wait—it takes more than those extra 
hours at Gold's to achieve the perfect 
bod. When you indulge during the day- 
time and give in even further at night, 
the right dose of discipline is needed to 
achieve that Super! bod, 

‘To disseminate that Super! message, 
Century Tuna, aka the Super! meat, 


purong 


E a 
FIT AND FAB POSSE. Siblings John and Amy Hall, Paolo Paralso and G 
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SHE'SGOTIT! 
Century Tuna 


ท mtd 


Superbods female 
image model winner 


Michelle Padua 


threwa Super! party to look for those Su- 
per! peeps who will embody their vision 
of Superl-hood. (Count the Super!s in 
that sentence.) There were 2001 things 
happening on the island last weekend, 
but all the Super! ones gravitated 
wards-Pier One, where all the activities 
for Gentury Tuna's search were held. 
Celebrity teams battled with the 
newly.screened contestants during ear- 
lier parts ofthe day that was kickstarted 
by yoga and boxing—a healthy way to 
jumpstart your day. Don't forget the tu- 
na, of course. Somebody was ecstatic 
because Century now has a meat loaf 
variant, but that's another story. 


Judging the Super! bods 

1mustconfess at this point to being a 
Century Tuna junkie. I like it spicy, and 1 
loveit Bicol Expressed. Century top guy 
Leo Po once sent me Century Tuna Lite 
and I had it every day, the protein in my 
body inspiring me further to pump not 
just iron, but to be vigorous in my day's 
activities 

As we speak, 1 am still high from last 
weekends events, How can I not be? I 
was also-a judge at the Super! search 
where all of the island's hottest bodies 
paraded in front of me, all vying for the 


f coveted title of being Century Tuna's 


new ambassadors of health and wealth. 
Wealth, because the winning guy and 
gal brought home giant checks worth 
half a million each! (Plus a one year 
modeling contract with Century Tuna 
to appear all over!) "That's big!” com- 
mented my fellow judge and “eat-your- 
tofu” believer and Super! columnist 
Raya Manaquil said when we were 
briefed by A-list advertising maverick 
Ariel Comia right before the all-meat 
(pun not intended) fest. 


“Black is in!” "I am a badminton 

freak!” After these and other intro- 
ductions that further enriched pageant 
hilarity history, the final few were cho- 
sen and grilled by the judges, a motley 
crew of health and fitness advocates 
chaired by Angel Aquino. JM Ro- 
driguez and Bianca Valerio traded one 
witty whack after another expertly 
hosting the show. 

At nights peak, two names were an- 
nounced by Angel and Century Tuna's 
marketing maven Ayeth Evangelista. 
FikBrit Jon Mullally and Fil-Am 
Michelle Padua were both unanimously 
picked for their well rounded-ness in 
body, mind and personality. These days, 
itis a given that we should all look good, 
feel good and be good. (The last part Ial- 
ways fail at.) But these two shone oh-so- 
brightly—a glow that stems from living 
a lifestyle that represents the cliche but 
true “health is wealth” adage. 

Oh yes, they are so Super! 


Dd 

SUPER! DUO. Century Tuna 
Superbods image model winners Jon 
Muilally and Michelle Padua 


CENTURY COVER GIRLS. Vanna Garcia and 
Vina Moralesat Pler One 


SUPERMAN. 
Century Tuna 
Superbods male 
image model winner 
Jon Mullally 


PRAISES FOR PADUA. 
Michelle on the ramp 
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ABS UNLIMITED. Marc Nelson 


Disposable 
Baby Diapers 
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| PROMO PERIOD: 


EI Consumers may pin by snay colecing packs wh itd prootof purchase 


T: (POINTS) found on the packs of EQ Dry Baby Diapers. Points per packaging aro as! เอ ด ระ ว ว ป. The chosen premium tems shall be delivered by LIBCAP Express to the 


EQ\Travel Buddy bagi: 3^. 
any, ; ede 
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GREEN EYED HUNK. 2nd 


SEXY MATE! Superbods finalist 
runner-up Chris Samson 


Lani Pilinger was a crowd favorite 


cem amem 


BRAZILIAN MAX. Superbods 
finalist Edward Faguntes 


NA 


sa 


EQ Dry, Packie ^^ 


IMPORTAN 2 
+ Only packs of EQ Dy wil clolh-ike cover (plain or white) wil be accepted. 
- Entries containing cut-out points wil not be honored. 


709777." address submitled by the consumer. In he event that the entry sender is nok 


Travel Pas Nez, 'S20s. MidsykAGS-XL14s) 
Econo Pack (S40s. M36s, L32s, XL285) 
‘Jumbo Pack (9605 MS4s, L4Bs, XL425) 


[it Ste edt E De Baby ipa pas pata a pa ore 


‘information: sender's name, complete address where you want the premium Hers 


Geivered, baby’s name and age, isiephone and/or cellphone ! 
_parenl/quardiat, and the de 
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present during the time of delivery, a member ofthe sender's household may be 
‘asked io sign a proof of delivery and receive the premium tamis in behalf of the 
Terry sender. 

VI, Delivery lead times for the premium items are as follows (commencing 
upon receio of delivery orders" by the courier): 


BB DTI. NCR Pema #0819 Seri» of 2000. 
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IKE MUSICAL MONTAGUES AND” 
| Capulets, there was a time back in 
the day when punk and dance 
weren't allowed to eyeball much le 
dance—each other. And really, that was a 
no-brainer, since no one from the rock 
world seemed to give a donkey turd about 
what was going on in the underground 
dance scene—and vice-versa—anyway. 
Until the early '905, that is, when our well 
intentioned forebears majorly messed up the 
rock/dance experiment with a band called 
Happy Mondays. If Leo and Claire's star- 
crossed romance ende 
teenage body count, that auda. 
cious hybrid also met a gnarly, 
ly death. 
hen sometime two or three 
years ago, the visceral thrill of 4 
sion subgenres like electro, electro 
ash: and synth-rock locked itself up in 
a disco, surfacing the moming af- 
ter--fabulously disoriented and hung, 
over—as the freaked-out feat of 
sound called indie dance. Many 
Wikipedia geeks would blog in 
protest, but The Rapture's “House of 
Jealous Lovers" eloquently crystal 
lized that spirit 
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S-S-SATISFACTION. 
Check out Benny 
Benassi's remixes for 
Goldfrapp and Starsailor. 


— 


Age against 
the machine 


Gino de la Paz 


Just when you 
thought dance-rock 
was dead, it gets 
re-re-remixed 


| head.nodding, and choreography 
| of rock with house music bpm’ 
l| may sound like a boozy brawl 
But make no mistake; Freeland 
4 knows the craft; his club-friendly 
bootleg versions of Nirvana's 
“Smells Like Teen Spirit" and The 
Doors' "Hello 1 Love You" are 


But now that even middle Ameri- ww JACQUES CITY, จ ั เส ท ย ให familiar shout-outs to 


can tourists are hopping off the demand producer 
Stuart Price aka. 


Brooklyn-bound 1. rain to 

in Bedford, the genre—and the 
culture inextricably. linked with Jacques Lu 
it—has fallen from hipster grace. Outside the 
elitist music bubble, however, dance-punk is 
sill fairly significant it just needs to shuffle 
around and become newrish once again. Cue 
the dance-punk house remix! 


Dead Kandi? 

Asa worldwide movement, dance music it- 
self has also been forced to work in exile. 
There was a time when kids lined up to vener- 
ate superstar Dis. But today, you'd be forgiven 
for thinking that clubbing was tired and 
meaning everyone with it and/or un- 
der 30 listened to messy guitar-based ro 
the Zeitgeist of the second, 

Since everyone feels special and famous in 
his or her own way idol worship is now pas 
Why line up to hear a DJ when you can be one 
yourself? This DIY ethos, the hallmark of our 
peer-to-peer-loving generation, has spawned 
nontraditional clubbing experiences—one ei- 
ther brings his or her own music to the club 
(normally in iPod form) or runs his or her own 
nights exclusively for buddies. 

This backroom-of-a-club vibe appeals to a 
broader, more eclectic demographic, as 
proven by the success of somewhat clandes- 
tine parties thrown bf MisShapes in the West 
Village, NYC and Fluxxe and Panic in Manila. 
Though the two scenes are on opposite sides 
of the water, they run parallel to each other 
They both want to take dance back to its early 
days and rescue it from the anodyne ring tone 
it has become. 


New rock 'n roll rulebook 

To push buttons on the Noor once again, 
several dance music dudes have taken a page 
from the rock "n roll rulebook. If disco-punk 
meshed the pleasures of early dance culture 
with the almost puritunical stance of punk, 
remixed disco punk/dancerock. moves. the 

oalposts even further 

“fim gonna rip it off/And that ain't what 
you wanna hear/But that's what TY do.” So, 
goes the opening line of Adam Freeland's 
dance hased remix of the White Stripe 
sic "Seven Nation Army" In less-accomplished. 
hands, combining the traditional chords, 


^ the dance, punk, and dance-punk 
genres, 

Another be; ister to beat is 
(Cont. Jacques Lu Cont, aka. Stuart 
Price. Registering first on the radar as Les 
Rhythmes Digitales, he really got the tongues 
ofthe gig-going community wagging with his 
expert riff-based remixes of The Killers’ "Mr. 
Brightside” and Coldplay's “Talk.” (By the 
way, the house remix of The Killers’ "Some- 
body Told Me” you may have heard at Em 
bassy at 5 in the moming is by Josh Harris.) 

Creating even more dance-rock dystopia is 
DJ Benny Benassi. If you think his extended 
remix of "Ooh La La" by Goldfrapp is ace, wait 
till you download his groovy mash-up of Star- 
sailor: ur To The ” and The Mamas 
and The Papas's “California Dreaming,” For 
the oldies, Deep Dish has also done the nasty 
to Fleetwood Mac's Stevie Nicks, resulting in 
the brilliant and virally popular “Dreams 
ร 


Remixing the chaos 

If the last five years of the '905 were dedi- 
cated to rave culture and the first five years of. 
this decade were all about indie rock, my own 
crystal ball says the closing years of the Zeroes 
will see the two. merging—and_reemerg: 
ing—as free-to-let-loose remixes with built-in 
niche fans. That may conjure an image of an 
all-out soundelash, but the rivalry seems to 
have declined for now, 

2005 ‘namechecked groups like LCD 
Soundsystem, Hard Fi, Bloc Party, Interpol, 
Franz Ferdinand, and The Futureheads as the 
purveyors of cardinal cool. Somewhere in the. 
world of extra content: known as Limewire, 
however, new house versions of those bands* 
recent hits are mixing into the chaos as ห 
speak. 

Whether or not theyre simply ever-re- 
soureeful regurgitations of past glories, 
remixed dance-punk-or dange-punk-house, 
the terminology isn't carved in stone yet out: 
classes anything out there at present, What 
should you do then if you're an ardent new 
generation music fan? 1 suggest staking out 
the least raucous corner you can find. Because 
although now is nota great time to be a purist, 
W's still an awesome moment to let the guitars 
weep, hear the DJ get wicked, and dance your 
ass of 
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i E OR SOME REASON, THIS MONTH HAS BEEN 


designed by my personal architect of karma to 


endure several levels of human suffering in . | 


Our beloved bureau-crass-y. Behold, ladies and 


Trgerms, three true-to-life horror tales of red tapel 


NBI Files and the revenge 
of the Angry Fingerprinting Man 
Under the scorching midday sun, a long line 


“snaked around a dusty concrete street. This is the 


queue for the NBI clearance, which one needs for 
employment or travel abroad, to certify that one is a 
law-abiding citizen without a criminal record. In 
this particular satelite office of the NBI south of the 
metropolis, a yellow sign posted on the bathroom in. 
particular piqued my attention. It read, (and I apol- 


3 ogize early for this statement of fact): 


"Ihi—P2" 


; mm xn 
Tals Diaz f WE i 
ce 

"Dumi—P5" 

So apparently, in these hallowed offices, your 
shit commands a higher value. A postscript under 
the reasonable price list explained that the fees are 
needed to maintain the bathroom's cleanliness. 
Moving along on the subject of human waste, there 
were more signs pasted everywhere to direct the 


clueless applicant in his quest. Translated roughly. 
from Tagalog, the signs read: 

Counter 1—This is the cashier where you pay the 
exact fee. 

Counter 2—This is for those who need to renew 
their NBI clearance, but if you’re a new applicant, 
go directly to . 

Counter 3—This is where you get your applica- 
tion form. Fill this out in full, but before you fill it 
outyou can go first to... 

Counter 4—This is where you have your digital 
photo taken. Once you're done with this, fill out 
your application form and then go to ... 

"Data Checking” Countet—This is where you 
have your facts checked by the official in-charge 
(who is usually out on an early lunch or coffee 
break, but if you're lucky, you'll catch him and 
thereby acquire his prized signature, which is really 
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at Timezone when 


| MAIL 


you buy specially marked packsof 


chocolate candies. It's FREE...here's how: 


Collect specially marked wrappers of M&M's® chocolate candies & exchange them for’ 
FREE M&M's? powercards at any Timezone outlet nationwide! 
Want more FUN?! - These powercards are re-loadable! 


To claim your special edition powercards, 


simply buy specially marked packs of M&M's® chocolate candies & surrender 


the marked wrappers in any Timezone outlet nationwide. Refer to the chart below to avail of this special offer, 


Collect any of the following 
M&M's® wrappers: ] 
* 6 (40g) packs of M&M's? 

+ 3 (100g) packs of M&M's? 

» 2 (200g) packs of M&M's9 

+ 1(202.5g) pack of M&M's® 
*1(240g) pack of MEM's? 


* Valid on “yellow-swiper” games 
only,”Yellow-swiper” games are 
normally priced at P10-P20. 
Your powercard allows you 3 
swipes on yellow-swiper” 
arcade games. 


Your promo powercard will not 
be honored when swiped in 


"red-swiper" and"blue-swiper" 
games. 


© Registered Trademark ©Mars, 2008. Per DOH-BFAD Permit No. 0261. Series of 2006. 
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just a squiggle that resembles a dead fly). After 
you acquire this squiggly dead fly, you must get 
in queue once again for 

Fingerprinting line 1—Ah, now this has got to 
be my favorite one. See, once you've reached 
the end of the line, you'll promptly discover that 
there's an Angry Fingerprinting Man in charge 
of grabbing your hand, smacking your five fin- 
gers down on a wet ink pad, and making sure 
you put the correct fingerprint marks on the cor- 
responding space in the application. | truly won- 
der whether his job position was created be- 
cause people couldn't differentiate between 
their right thumb and middle finger. Anyway, 
what cracks me up is that this guy was just, well, 
absolutely stark, raving mad that he screamed 
at every individual, “Relaks ka lang!-Ano ba! 
Huwag mong idiin and kamay!!! Akong bahala sa 
Yo!!" 1 thought the matronly woman in front of 
me was going to have a coronary, as she help 
lessly gave out her limp hand to the Angry Fin: 
gerprinting Man. With your blotched digits, you 
then head tothe... 

Wet Tissue Line—Here you grab a wet tissue. 
wrapped in plastic in order to wipe off the ink 
from your stained fingers. Of course, only after 
you've torn open the plastic do they tell you that 
you have to shell out an extra P3 for the precious 
square of tissue. 

‘The "Whatever" line—In truth, 1 don't know 
what this queue is for, except that you have to 
line up again, in order to show your application. 
form to yet another checker, who'll tell you tha; 
you are OK to line up for 

Fingerprinting line number 2—(see Finger 
printing Line 1, except this time you know how 
to keep the Angty Fingerprinting Man from 
screaming at your face.) As you walk outside the 
office, you see another sign, “Bawal ipahid ang 
fingerprints sa pader.” It's pasted smack in the 
middle of this wall covered in black fingerprints, 
achieving a Matisse-on-amphetamine effect. 

Releasing--finally! After letting but à inere 
half a day pass, you are now awarded your pre- 
cious NBI clearance that states you are' ngt a 
criminal in this country. Of course, by this time, 
you do stare feeling a bit murderous, if not; men 
tally unstable. T 


Oh my, the DTI! 

The soundtrack to this story should be “Wait- 
ing in Pain.” 

Those who are remotely within the orbit of 
the advertising world would tell you horror sto- 
ries about the DTI office. Whether they are first 
or second-hand narratives, the theme is- simi- 
lar—it is a journey to the very bowels of hell; a 
gripping tale of survival, but not without losing 
a part of one’s soul. For the uninitiated, the trea 
sured item is a permit number one needs to se 
cure to legalize any sort of promotional activity 


acoustic duo, Bivium, on May 18 at the Entertainment 
Arts Studio's Concert Hal, 12 Jupiter St, Makati, Call 
(0918) 991-1121 * 


Other Super! 24/7 events: 
May 6, Saturday 

Bagetsafonik, Narda, Paramita, and Nyco Maca at, 
Saguijo: Freshly Squeezed at Citrus; Pump Saturdays at 
Jil: Flo at 6 Underground: DJ Badboy Jeff at Tem- 
ple; Soundsgood DJs at Embassy Cuisine; DJs-Scratch- 
‘mark at Prince of Jaipur; Massive Saturdays at Bed 


May 7, Sunday " 

Indie Pilipinas’ Indio Sessions feat. Kapatid, Kiko Ma- 
chine, Jeepney Joyride, Hilera, The Dorquos, Tension, 
and others at the Marikina Riverbanks Amphitheater, 
REP's Two and Two Make Sex at Onstage Greenbelt f; 
Clowns Without Borders Photo Exhibit at Alliance Fran: 
caise 


May 8, Monday 

ilonggo Culinary Festival at Mandarin Oriental Mani- 
la: | Don't Like Mondays! w/ DJ Ro at Gwellos Makati, 
Dawn 8 Jessie at Merk's ; Wine Buffet at The Lounge; 
Jazz Trio at Captain's Bar; Follies de Mwah at Club Mwah 


May 9, Tuesday 
Makiling Ensemble at Conspiracy; Salsa Night w/ Sal- 
sa Filipinas at Mezze; Up Dharma Down at Mag:net Café 


May 10, Wednesday 

Pupli, Menaya, and Kiko Machine at Saguijo; DJs Kari 
"Ty & Cao Ocampo at Embassy Cuisine; Funksouljah at 
Manila DJ Club; Champagne Wednesdays at Embassy 
VIP Room; DJs Mars Miranda & Johnyverse at Em- 
bassy Club; DJ Crash at Temple; DJ Brit at Government 


May 11, Thursday 
Kapatid, Tension, Drt, and Radioactive Sago Project 
at Saguijo: Moonstar 88 at Conspiracy, SPIT at Mag:not 
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designed by my personal architect of karma to} =~ from Tagalog, the signs read: 
endure several levels of human suffering in Counter 1--This is the cashier where you pay the 
i our beloved bureau-crass-y. Behold, ladies and exact fe. 
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Gnploymentortravel abroad, to certify thatone isa (Dumi-P5", | photo taken. Once you're done with this, fill out 
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justa squiggle that resembles a dead fly). After 

you acquire this squiggly dead fly, you must get 

in queue once again for... 

Fingerprinting line 1—Ah, now this has got to 
be my favorite one. Sce, once you've reached 
the end ofthe line, you'll promptly discover that 
there's an Angry Fingerprinting Man in charge 
of grabbing your hand, smacking your five fin- 
gers down on a wet ink pad, and making sure 
you put the correct fingerprint marks on the cor- 
responding space in the application. J truly won- 
der whether. bis job position was created. be- 
cause people couldn't differentiate between 
their right thumb and middle finger, Anyway, 
‘what cracks me up is that this guy was just, well, 
absolutely stark, raving mad that he screamed 
at every individual, “Relaks ka lang! Ano ba! 
Huwag mong idiin and kamay!!! Akong bahala sa 
“yo!!!”1 thought the matronly woman in front of 
me was going to have a coronary, as she help- 
lessly gave out her limp hand to the Angry Fin- 
gerprinting Man. With your blotehed digits, you 
then head to the ... 

Wet Tissue Line—Here you grab a wet tissue. 
wrapped in plastic in order to wipe off the ink 
from your stained fingers. Of course, only after 
you've torn open the plastic do they tell you that 
you have to shell outan extra P3 for the precious. 
square of tissue. 

‘The "Whatever" line—In truth, I don't know 
what this queue is for, excepr that you have to 
line up again, in order to show your application 
form to yet another checker, who'll tell you that 
youare OK ro line up for 

Fingerprinting line number 2—(see Finger 
printing Line 1, except this time you know how 
to keep the Angry Fingerprinting Man from 
screaming at your face.) As you walk outside the 
office, you see another sign, "Bawal ipahid ang 
fingerprints sa pader.” Its pasted smack in the. 
middle of this wall covered in black fingerprints, 
achieving a Matisse-on-amphetamine effect." 

Releasing—finally! After letting but à inere 4 
half a day pass, you are now awarded your pre- 
cious NBI clearance that states you dre'nót a 
criminal in this country. Of course, by this time, 
you do start feeling a bit murderous, if riot) men- 
tally unstable, 


Oh my, the DTI! 

The soundtrack to this story should be *Wait- 
ing in Pain.” 

"Those who are remotely within the orbit of 
the advertising world would ell you horror sto- 
ries about the DTI office. Whether they are first 
or second-hand narratives, the theme is simi- 
lor—itis a journey to the very bowels of-hell; a 
gripping tale of survival, but not without losing 
a part of one's soul. For the uninitiated, the trea- 
sured item is a permit number one needs to se- 
cure to legalize any sort of promotional activity 


3 FREEiGAMES]W muchas 
ezone when you buy specially marked packs of M8M's8 
-chocolate candies. It's FREE...here's how: 
acoustic duo, Biwum, on May 18 at the Entertainment 


Collect specially marked wrappers of M&M's® chocolate candies & exchange them for i Arts Studio's Concert Hall, 12 Jupiter St., Makati: Call 
. FREE M&M's9 powercards at any Timezone outlet nationwide! (0018) 90151121 z 
Want more FUN?! - These powercards are re-loadable! | Other Super! 24/7 events: 


To claim your special edition powercards, simply buy specially marked packs of M&M's® chocolate candies & surrender May 6, Saturday 


À ร Bagetsafonik, Narda, Paramita, and Nyco Máoa at: 
the marked wrappers in any Timezone outlet nationwide. Refer to the chart below to avail of this special offer. Saguijo: Freshly Squeezed at Citrus: Pump Saturdays at 


Jill's; Fluxxe at 6 Underground; DJ Badboy Jeff.at Tem- 
ing | * Valid on"yellow-swiper"games ple; Soundsgood DJs at Embassy Cuisine; Dds Scrateh- 
Collect any of the following | oniy, KURA a ons ka H mark at Prince of Jaipur; Massive Saturdays at Bed: 
M&M's? wrappers: normally priced at P10-P20. 
Your powercard allows you 3 adio Pilipinas" Kiko Ma- 
" " Y el Mira ipinas' Indie Sessions feat. Kapatid, Kiko Ma- 
6 (40g) packs of M&M's? ค yellow-swiper k chine, Jeepney Joyride, Hilera, The Dorques, Tension, 
. 59 arcade games. and others at the Marikina Riverbanks Amphitheater; 
2 a 009) packs Of MEMS 4 5 E REP's Two and Two Make Sex at Onstage Greenbelt 1; 
+ 2 (200g) packs of M&M's9 | Your promo powercard will not y Clowns Without Borders Photo Exhibit at Alange Fran- 
M 5o" | be honored when swiped in caise 
1 (202.59) p oa omens "red-swiperand"blue-swiper" s. ย ค ราม ที = 
* 1 (240g) pack of M&M's anes? cuna longgo Culinary Festival at Mandarin Oriental Mani- 
Ja; | Don't Like Mondays! w/ DJ Ro at Gwellos Makati, 
Dawn & Jessie at Merk's ; Wine Buffet at The Lounge: 
Jazz Trio at Captain's Bar, Follies de Mwah at Club Mwah 


May 7, Sunday 


May 9, Tuesday 
Makiling Ensemble at Conspiracy; Salsa Night w/ Sal- 
sa Filipinas at Mezze; Up Dharma Down at Mag:net Café 


May 10, Wednesday 
Pupil, Menaya, and Kiko Machine at Saguijo; DJs Kart 
Ty & Cao Ocampo at Embassy Cuisine: Funksouljah at 
Manila DJ Club; Champagne Wadnesdays at Embassy 
VIP Room; DJs Mars Miranda & Johnyvorse at Em- 
bassy Club; DJ Crash at Temple; DJ Brit at Government 
a May 11, Thursday 
Kapalld, Tension, Drt, and Radioactive Sago Project 


MAM's® Registorad Tradomark OMars, 2006. Par DOH-BFAD Permit No. 0261. Series 012006. at Saguilo; Moonstar 88 at Conspiracy; SPIT at Mag:net 
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for your establishment. I needed that golden 
number, for a summer promo for the bookstore 
where T spend my waking life in. Like a singed, 
sleepless bat that has barely escaped this hel 
hole, Ihave lived to tell the tate. 

The day began at the crack of dawn where 1 
made my way tó this stack, whitewashed office, 
reminiscent of a mental ward. A blasé, robotic 
guard in the front desk issued me a number, 
handwritten in one of 3 colored slips of paper. I 
fell in line, and thus, my mental degeneration 
began. 

Little by little, they started to appear through 
the elevator doors, the account execs from var 
ous ad agencies, all of whom should be canon- 
ized for their unfathomable patience. Each and 
every person who comes here is an epitome of 
ennui; resigned co their fate—death by waiting 

Mind you, one can't even leave the line for a 
while because sometimes your number is called 
randomly and if you aren't around, you fall back 
in line. While waiting, you end up making 
friends, who fill you in on the latest agency gos- 
sip. To pass the time, the poor souls resort to 
various activities in the feeble attempt to keep 
their sanity. There's the always reliable cell 
phone, which at least provides temporary enter- 
tainment in the form of games, photography, 
videography and text messaging. Bible-thick 
novels are devoured in this space of time. The 
most maddening endeavor of all is warching the 
digital clock glaring at you and chronicling your 
wasted day, ninute by minute. (As1 write this, it 
has turned 4:01 p.m.—I had been here since 7 
am) 

Why so long? See, theie are only like, three 
government employees processing the moun- 
tainous piles of application forms. These offi- 
cials move ata pace that's slower than a crippled 
spail on Dormicums, plus they break for lunch, 
coffee, merienda and coffee again at their own 
convenience. They meticulously examine each 
and every word, number, letter and lint on your 
compre (or ad material sample), even having 
the gall to correct the witty ad copy that it took 
days to come up with. Oh, and they typewrite, 
yes they still use a typewriter, and that's the dis- 
tant, monotonous sound you hear in the back- 
ground, which achieves the same effect as Poe's 
telltale heart. 

Just then, the robotic guard called out a num- 
ber, “twenty-three!” to which an elated gay ac- 
count exee gleefully screamed, “Hay salamat sa 
Diyos. dat's mech!!!” But the evil guard laughed 
and.said, “Loko lang! Mamaya ka pa...at bawal 
mag-tong-its!” 

Fined up for two days before I got the DTI 
number. At least I was better off than this other 
girl who was lining up for three days, already 
speaking as ifshe were possessed by Beelzebub. 


SS sanen 


Cafe: Supahstar DJ Thursdaze at Bed: DJ Badboy Jeff at 
Temple 


May 12, Friday 

Sean Paul: Live in Manila! at Araneta Coliseum: Mon- 
key Spank, Severo, Reklamo, Salamin, & Bobby Park's 
‘Movement at Saguljo: Bituin Escalante at Onstage 
Greenbelt; Jaya at Music Museum; Joey Ayala at Con- 
spiracy; DJ Owens Sun at Embassy Club; HouseBeats at 
Mati: DJ Marie Garcia at Embassy Cuisine; DJ Brit at 
Government; Jive Fridays at Temple; The Jerks at 70s 
Bistro; Gogo Fridays at Bed 


Schedules may change without prior notice. For 
‘mora into text 24/7 to 2949 (Globe) and 209 (Smart) 
Submit your schedules before Wednesday to 
events@mag24-7.comand mag24..7@yahoo.com. 
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เว 8 : 
A The Post Office at Purgatory again? I have to pay a P35 fee. Upstairs. I paid it, 

1 received a slip of paper stating that I had to came back and handed her my receipt, which was 
claim a package at the parcel section of the post of- et cue to call on another woman inside the adja- 
fice. At first Twas afraid, like Gloria Gaynor, be- Sent room to get it. This other woman, who would 
cause thought it would be another day of lining up YaVe been outraced by a turtle pumped up with Val- 
Outside the gates of hell. But when I got to the par... iums, opened another folder to register my receipt. | 
cel office, 1 thanked my lucky instant mami that At this point, Lam about to scream out, “hand me 
there was no queue. my motherf$#*& package!” 

Behind the counter, to the far end ofthe wall, was”... Just about then--holy kamote! The Decrepit Old 
a decrepit old man sitting motionless beside a tran- Man sitting at the corner came to life! He took out a 
sistor radio older than the Dead Sea Serolls. I waved OX, with an address I recognized to be my friend's 
my piece of paper at him, but he ignored me, per- city in France. The Decrepit Old Man brought it to a 
haps he is blind, A woman walked out from the ad... table and “inspected it.” In other words, he literally 
jacent room, took my slip of paper, then presented a stared at the box for about five painstaking min- 
rusty brown notebook where Fm supposed to affix utes, turned it over, stared at it again, caressed the 
my signature. Suddenly, two kids, apparently her scotch tape, stared at it again in a trancelike state, 
children, came up to her to ask for their baon, and until which some alien force finally informed him 
she starts arguing with them for about ten minutes that the box had no explosive material inside: He 
while I'm standing there like the Invisible Woman, handed it over to me. Just to add an epilogue to this 
waiting for her to hand me my freaking parcel. absurdist tale, he asked, “OK ba sa France?" I give 
When her kids slink away, she finally remembered him a thumbs up, and he returned to his corner, to 
that I exist and hands me—what, the piece of paper _ once again turn into stone. ผ่ 


The low price you have to pay 
for being stylish. 


The Compaq Presario B2815TX Notebook. Now P79,950.00. Get the Compaq Presario 
B2815TX Notebook powered by the latest Intel? Centrino? Mobile Technology for 
only P13,325 per month for 6 months at 0% interest". Measuring just 3.3cm thick 
and weighing a mere 1.96kg^, this stylishly encased notebook reflects your taste 
for modern design. It comes loaded with the latest in mobile computing technology 
that includes a 4-in-1 Digital Media Reader, 14.1" display enhanced by HP BrightView 
Technology and HiFi stereo sound. Get your job done and in style by getting any of 
these featured notebooks from April 22 to May 14, 2006 to avail of these special 
discounted price and freebies. 


Compaq Presario V2317AP | Compaq Presario V2318AP 
Notebook Notebook 
เซ ซา Tri / Wicescroon 
Linta Centeno? Mobile Technology ง Mb Technology. 
Intel® ค อ ก บ เณ M Processor 750° ot Pontium M Processor 74010 
nter Pro/Wireless 220000 WLAN "tef Pro/Wircless 220086 WLAN 
202.11578 PRA 
* Gomine Windows XP Home » Genuine Windows XP Home 
~ ItelP 50M Chipset * (ต น ณ เห อ ร 5 ด 14 Cripsot 
261248 Memory + 25688 Momay 
© BOGE Hard Disk Drive © 80GB Hard Disk Drive 
+ ovosRw Drive + DVD/CDRW Combo Drive 
+ 6in dietai memory reader siot (10. SD. | + Bina digital memory reader siot (xD. SD, 
MMC, Memory Stick, Memory Stick PRO |. MMC, Memory Suck, Memory Stick PRO 
ang Sart Medal and Smert Media) 
+ intai Graphics Modia Accelerstor 900 | = intoi® Grepties modia Accolerstor 800 
© 34" (35.56cm) WXGA (1280 x 768) + 14° (35.56om) WXGA (1280 x 768) 
‘Processor 750 processor 740 
(2B L2 cache, 1.96GH2, S33MH FSB) | (249 L2 cache, < TIH, S33MHz FSB) 


P16,658.33 P14,158.33 


เร ย ศศ โส โร ธั ภา 


Got 3 FREE MP PSC 3530 Ain One. Get a FREE HP PSC 3010 Aisne 
ots FREE Caring Case Get a FREE Corning Caso 


Got a FREE HP PSC 4610 Ar Oso when you purchaso the Compaq Presarto V2SATAP or V2338AP Notebook. 


Duy any of these textured Compag Prossdo Notebooks and get tho chance to win a syl BMW ola [n the 
WP rael el Summer Promotion. See Ayers and posters fr detalis. 
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Click www.hp.com.ph MOBILE 
Visit Your Local Retailer TECHNOLOGY 
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for your establishment.’ needed that golden 
number for. a summer promo for the bookstore 
where I spend my waking life in. Like a singed, 
sleepless bat that has barely escaped this hell- 
hole, Ihave lived to tell the rale 

The day began at the crack of dawn where Y 
made my way to this stark, whitewashed office, 
reminiscent of a mental ward. A blasé, robotic 
guard in the front desk issued me a number, 
handwritten in one of 3 colored slips of paper. T 
fell in linc, and thus, my mental degeneration 
began. 

Little by little, they started to appear through 
the elevator doors, the account execs from vari- 
ous ad agencies, all of whom should be canon- 
ized for their unfathomable patience. Each and 
every person who comes here is an epitome of 
ennui, resigned to their fate—death by waiting. 

Mind you, one can't even leave the line for a 
while because sometimes your number is called 
randomly and if you aren’t around, you fall back 
in line. While waiting, you end up making 
friends, who fill you in on the latest agency gos- 
sip. To pass the time, the poor souls resort to 
various activities in the feeble attempt to keep 
their sanity. There's the always reliable cell 
phone, which at least provides temporary enter- 
tainment in the form of games, photography, 
videography and text messaging. Bible-thick 
novels are devoured in this space of time. The 
most maddening endeavor of all is watching the 
digital clock glaringat you and chronicling your 
wasted day, minute by minute. (As write this, it 
has turned 4:01 p.m.—1 had been here since 7 
am) 

Why so long? See, there are only like, three 
government employees processing the moun- 
tainous piles of application forms. These offi- 
cials move at a pace that's slower than a crippled 
snail on Dormicums, plus they break for lunch, 
coffee, merienda and coffee again at their own 
convenience. They meticulously examine each 
and every word, number, letter and lint on your 
compre (or ad material sample), even having 
the gall to correct the witty ad copy that it took 
days.to come up with. Oh, and they typewrite, 
yes they still use a typewriter, and that's the dis- 
tant, monotonous sound you hear in the back- 
ground, which achieves the same effect as Poe's 
telltale heart. 

Just then, the robotic guard called out a num- 
ber, "rwenty-three!" to which an elated gay ac- 
count exec gleefully screamed, “Hay salamat sa 
Diyos. dat's mee!!!” But the evil guard laughed 
and.said, “Loko lang! Mamaya ka pa...at bawal 
mag-tong-its!” 

Fined up for two days before I got the DTT 
number. At least I was better off than this other 
girl who was lining up for three days, already 
speaking as if she were possessed by Beelzebub. 


DÒ ss 


Cafe; Supahstar DJ Thursdaze at Bed; DJ Badboy Jetfat ` 


Temple 


May 12, Friday 

Sean Paul: Live in Manilal at Araneta Coliseum: Mon- 
key Spank, Severo, Reklamo, Salamin, & Bobby Park's 
Movement at Saguijo; Bituin Escalante at Onstage 
Greenbelt; Jaya at Music Museum; Joey Ayala at Con- 
spiracy; DJ Owens Sun at Embassy Club; HouseBeats at 
Mati: DJ Marie Garcia at Embassy Cuisine; DJ Brit at 
Government; Jive Fridays at Temple; The Jerks at 70s 
Bistro; Gogo Fridays at Bed 


Schedules may change without prior notice. For 
more info toxt 24/7 to 2949 (Globe) and 209 (Smart). 
Submit your schedules bofore Wednesday to 
events@mag24-7.comand mag24_7@yahoo.com. 


ed a slip of paper stating that I had to 
claim a package at the parcel section of the post of- 
fice. At first I was afraid, like Gloria Gaynor, be- 
cause I thought it would be another day of lining up 
outside the gates of hell. But when I got to the par- 
cel office, I thanked my lucky instant mami that 
there was no queue. 
Behind the counter, to the far end of the wall, was 
a decrepit old man sitting motionless beside a tran- 
sistor radio older than the Dead Sea Scrolls. Iwaved 
my piece of paper at him, but he ignored me, per- 
haps he is blind. A woman walked out from the ad- 
jacent room, took my slip of paper, then presented a 
crusty brown notebook where I'm supposed to affix 
my signature. Suddenly, two kids, apparently her 
children, came up to her to ask for their baon, and 
she starts arguing with them for about ten minutes 
while I'm standing there like the Invisible Woman, 
"waiting for her-to hand me my freaking parcel. 
When her kids slink away, she finally remembered 
that I exist and hands me—what, the piece of paper 


SATURDAY, MAY 6, 2006 | D 


again? L'have to pay a P35 fee. Upstairs. I paid it, 
came back and handed her my receipt, which was 
her cue to call on another woman inside the adj 
cent room to get it. This other woman, who would 
have been outraced by a turtle pumped up with Val- 
ums, opened another folder to register my receipt. , 
At this point, I am about to scream out, “hand me 
my motherf$#*& package!” 

Just about then—holy kamote! The Decrepit Old : 
Man sitting at the corner came to life! He took out a 
box, with an address 1 recognized to be my friend's | 
city in France. The Decrepit Old Man brought ittoa | 
table and “inspected it.” In other words, he literally 
stared at the box for about five painstaking min- 
utes, turned it over, stared at it again, caressed the | 
scotch tape, stared at it again in a trancelike state, | 
until which some alien force finally informed him 
that the box had no explosive material inside: He | 
handed it over to me. Just to add an epilogue to this 
absurdist tale, he asked, "OK ba sa France?” I give 
him a thumbs up, and he returned to 
once again turn into stone. 
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The Compaq Presario B2815TX Notebook. Now P79,950.00. Get the Compaq Presario 
B2815TX Notebook powered by the latest Intel? Centrino® Mobile Technology for 
only P13,325 per month for 6 months at 0% interest”. Measuring Just 3.3cm thick 
and weighing @ mere 1.96kg^, this stylishly encased notebook reflects your taste 


for modern design. It comes loaded with the 


latest in mobile computing technology 


that includes a 4-in-1 Digital Media Reader, 14.1" display enhanced by HP BrightView 
Technology and HiFi stereo sound. Get your job done and in style by getting any of 
these featured notebooks from April 22 to May 14, 2006 to avail of these special 


discounted price and freebies. 


Compaq Presario V2317AP. 
Notebook 
เร 
"intet Centrino® Mobile Techaalogy 
intie Pentiunt? M Processor 75010 
Intel® Pro Wiestass 220086 WLAN 
802.13076 
+ Genuine Windows XP Home 
~ Intel" 156M Chipset 
248 Memang 
+ 80GB Hard Disk Drive 
* DYDHAW Drive 
< Gina สู แล เย เต อ ท reader siot (x0, S0. 
MMC, Memory Suek, Memory Stick PRO 
‘and Smart Mess) 
+ mer Goprics Media Acoeerator 900 
© 14" (55.56 ๐ ๓ 0 WXGA (1280 x 768) 
Prosessor 750 
(MG (2 cache, 1.80GH2, S33MHz FSB) 


P16,658.33 


Par month fr 6 montns at OX tart? 


Get a FREE HP PSC 3610 44 ๓ 0 ๓ ๐ 
Get a FREE Camying Caso 


Compaq Presario 
Notebook 
Trin / wicoscroon. 


Intel® Pro/Wraloss 2 
02. เ น /6 
+ 1 อ อ 5 ด ห Chipset 


+ 25688 manay 
~ 6068 Hara Disk Drive 


ang Smart Media) 


© 14" (35.56 ะ ก 0 WXGA 
^Procossor 740 


P14,158 


Geta FREE Corrying Cast 


V2318AP. 


+ inter Contino” Motte Technology 
- แห ณะ Panton? M Processor 740% 


20086 WLAN 


+ Genuine Windows® XP Home 


+ DVD/CDRW Combo Dive 
* Gin Atat memory reader siot (xD, 50, 
MMC. Memory Stick, Memory Stick PRO 


+ inte Graphics Media Acoolerator 900 


(2260 x 768) 


(2068 12 cache, 1.7309, 533MH FSB) 


.33 


Por maneh for 6 months at OX interes 
Get a FREE HP PSC 1610 # แ น 0 ๓ อ 


Geta FREE HP PSC 4610 Alis ne when you purchase tho Compaq Presario V2317AP or V2318AP Notebook: 
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Click www.hp.com.ph 
Visit Your Local Retailer 
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Open a DreamSavers Account and 
get a chance to win a trip for four 
to Hong Kong Disneyland. 


Standard Chartered Bank, as the Official Bank Sponsor 
of Hong Kong Disneyland, is proud to introduce its 
latest offering - the DreamSavers Account. 


Open your account today and get a raffle ticket that 
could bring you and your family to Hong Kong 
Disneyland. With a DreamSavers Account, your 
child's excitement is sure to grow along with his savings. 


A chance to win a trip for four to Hong Kong Disneyland. 
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Watch the excitement grow when you call 830-1111 today. 


Promo runs rom March 20 o June 20,000. Per DTLNCR Pent No. 1687. Senes ot zuon. 
Piso ota bacnures for compito mechanics 


Te ONG Bank Sponsor of Hong Kong Daron 


Standard &: 
Chartered & 
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USICIANS ARE THE NEW POETS. 
M Their mellow wisdom wafts over 

the airwaves and hits you squarely 
in the heart. So the next time you find your- 
self tongue-tied, take your cue from the lyrics 
these music lovers live by. Go ahead, quote 


yourself happy! 


Rico Blanco 
vocalist, Rivermaya 

Tatlong oras na akong nagpapa-cute sa yo/ DI 
mo man lang pinapansin ang bagong T-shirt ko. 

—Ugaya" (Eraserheads) 

'e Rivermaya performs live at the 2006 MTV 
Asia Awards tonight in Bangkok, Thailand. Catch 
‘them at Conspiracy on May 10, PICC on May 12, 
CCP Grounds on May 13, Café Lupe on May 17, 
and Splash Island on May 20. 


Cynthia Alexander 
singer-songwriter 

We're captive on the carousel oftime/We can't 
retur, we can only look behind/From where we 


| came/And go round and round and round/In the 


circle game. 
"The Circle Game” (Joni Mitchell) 
'e Catch Cynthia Alexander at Conspiracy: 
tonight at 9 p.m., '70s Bistro on May 20, Party 


Paolo R. Reyes 
Janine Cuenca-Dario 


Central on May 26, and at the Kaogma Festival 
(Camarines Sur, Bicol) on May 27. 


Marc Abaya 
vocalist, Kjwan/MTV VJ 

But the fool on the Nl/Sees the sun going 
down/And the eyes im his head/See the world 
spinning round. 

—"The Fool On The Hill" (The Beatles) 

© Catch Kiwan at the 2nd Music Jam (G-Strip 
Parking Lot, Greenhilis) on May 19, Absinth on 
May 25, and at Saguijo and Freedom Bar on May 
31. 


Armi Millare 
vocalist 8: keyboardist, Up Dharma Down 
Cruel is the gospel that sets us all free/Then 
takes you away from me. 
—*Cruel” (Prefab Sprout) 
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SAVANNAH Lumen sizzles 


๑ Catch Up Dharma Down at the Bel-Air Cov- 
ered Courts tonight at 9 p.m., Conspiracy on May 
9, and Saguijo on May 9 & 27. 


Lourd de Veyra 
vocalist, Radioactive Sago Project 

And we're just another piece of the puzzle/Just 
another part of the plan/How one life touches the 
other/it's so hard to understand. 

ver Since The World Began” (Survivor) 

© Catch Radioactive Sago Project at Saguijo 
on May 11, The Fort on May 18, the Rockwell Jaz- 
fest on May 19, and at the Kaogma Festival (Ca- 
marines Sur, Bicol) on May 27. 


Savannah Lumen 
jazz singer 
There's nothing you and | won't do/!l stop the 
world and melt with you. 
— Melt With You" (Modern English) 
* Catch Savannah Lumen at the launch of her 
SOUND/D2 


Join us for a summer of strikes, 
spares, and fun as you learn to bowl. 
Register now and let the good times 

roll at the SM Bowling Center! 


REGISTRATION AND TRAINING CENTERS: 


SM Megamall, Lower G/F Building A 
Monette Salcedo or Amold Dulay 
Tel. 633-7051 Fax 633-7052 


SM City North EDSA, 2/F Annex Building 
Sheryl! santos or Veronica Dela Cruz 
Tel. 929 3320 Telefax 920-2915 


——— 


SM City Fairview, Lower G/F 
Eileen Ramas or Veron Vitan 
Tel. 939-5025 Telefax 936-5523. 


SM City Cebu, 3/F 
Rachi Cotamco or Bernadette Tordillo 
Tel. (032) 232-0295 Telefax (032) 232-0292. 


——— 


Maria Carmela Gracia R. Suarez, 11 
Philippine Bowling Congress, 


2003 (First Runner Up) 
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By Tim Yap ง 
Photos by Lope Navo F Darasa e 
OTHING EXCITES ME MORE THAN NEW T. Chinese Herbs & Gentian Root 
talent that fuels the scene with a newfound en- x wre m iraa 
ergy, prompting an avalanche of creativity that 4 A 
gives the industry the right lust it needs. 
Welcome Lope Navo. His sexy and surreal images of luscious men and 
“women have been gracing the glossies in a bold and bodacious way that 
gives me goosebumps to no end. I first saw his work in Metro Magazine 
and have since been a believer in this latest addition to the vivacious vi 
sual snipers that our town boasts of. 
Super! has worked with him in last week's spread of Keanna Reeves 
and Bianca Gonzales, and the response has been nothing short of amaz- 
ing. Recently, he staged a one-man-show at Nuvo, where his works of 
body art were displayed on the halls of the revered party spot. 
Here is an aphrodisiac appetizer of things to come. 


bu don't have to Go far to get what you Want, 


Finally, everything you've ever wanted and more - 
only at FRONTERA VERDE! 


More than a tiangge ...its a totally new shopping experience as you 
explore the villages at Tiendesitas 


More than a spa ... it's a Wellness Mall offering all you need under 
one roof, so you can enjoy a sense of well-being all the time 


More than a car showroom ... it's an Auto Mall where you'll find what 
you want to make your ride a breeze 


More than a supermarket ... it's the ultimate Hypermarket that gives 
you everything you need for your home and your family 


More than a recreational area .., it's a Fun Ranch packed with exciting 
and educational activities that are guaranteed to provide total family 
entertainment 


At FRONTERA VERDE, you get the widest and 
most diverse shopping, dining, and leisure options. 
That means more choices, more savings, more finds... 
and more fun! 


Frontera Verde is conveniently located at Ortigas Avenue 
corner E. Rodriguez Ave. (C-5), Brgy. Ugong, Pasig City. 
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A premier development of Ortigas & Company, Limited Partnership 
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By Pam Pastor 


'OUR NEXT FEW WEEKENDS 

will be rife with action—and fly- 

ing balls—if Instituto Cervantes 
had anything to say about it. 

This month, they will be screening 
four football movies—a tribute to a sport 
that is also a symbol of regional rivalries 
in Spain. The screenings will be held in 
anticipation of the Football World Cup. 

“Dias de fútbol,” which will be 
screened today at 6:15 p.m., is about a 
group of friends who use football as ther- 
apy Each person has his own story 
There's Jorge, with his difficult job and a 


girlfriend who just dumped him; Gonzalo “REAL, la pelicula” 


N 


i 
| ü ] 

“ELPORTERO™ Ll 

the law student who needs romance in his 
life; Carlos who is desperate to become a 
great actor but couldn't get a break; and 
Antonio, who had just gotten out of 
prison. Don't be fooled by the amount of 
drama--this film is actually a comedy. 

“El portero," which will be screened 
on May 13 at 6:15 p.m., was directed by 
Gonzalo Suárez. It is the story of a goal- 
keeper who finds himself in the midst of 


“DIAS de fütbol" 


political rebellion after the bloody Span- 
ish Civil War. He joins the maquis to 
sabotage the operations of a repressive 
regime. 

"El penalti más largo del mundo,” 
which will be screened on May 20 at 6:15 
pan. is about Fernando the reserve goal- 
keeper of a regional football team who 
has not played for a single minute during 
the entire season. He finds his chance to 
shine during the final game of the league. 

"Real, la película," directed by Borja 


SATURDAY, MAY 6,2006 


Manso, will be screened on Saturday, May 
27 at 6:15 p.m. This documentary about 
Spanish soccer club Real Madrid, which 
combines fiction and reality, traces the 
history of the club and its fans. David 
Beckham, Rail González, Zinédine Zi- 
dane, Ronaldo and many other big foot- 
ball names can be seen in the film. 

If you want to watch any of the 
movies, head over to 855 T.M. Kalaw St. 
1000 Ermita, Manila. Admission is free. 

But if football isn't your thing, you can 
check out the book launching of Endan- 
gered: Papers from the First Internation- 
al Congress on Fil-Hispanic Architecture. 
on May 16,7 pm. 

You can also check out the exhibit of 
Posters from Don Quijote Movies which 
features 40 posters from different coun- 
tries--all featuring films based on Don 
Quijote de La Mancha. 

The exhibit will run until May 31, 
2006. 

Visit manila cervantes.es or e-mail cen- 
mni@cervantes.es. 


TIENDESITAS : PINOY'S BEST EVERYDAY! 


Tiendesitas is Pasig City's newest shopping and family entertainment destination owned by Ortigas & Company, one of 
the Philippines’ most respected names in the real estate and property development industry. It is managed by Greenhills 
Shopping Center, the country's value shopping mecca, Inaugurated last September 26, 2005, Tiendesitas is expected to 
rival the highly successful and world-renowned Chatuchak Market in Bangkok, Thailand, 


Located at the corners of Ortigas, Julia Vargas, and E. Rodriguez (C-5) Avenues in Bgy, Ugong, 
Pasig City, Tiendesitas caters primarily to value-conscious foreign and domestic shoppers. lt 
showcases the best the Philippines can offer — native food, fashion wear and access 

antiques, handicrafis, personal care and novelty items, pets, plants, and other proudly Philippine- 
made products. 


Tiendesitas sits on a 30,000 sq.m. area within Frontera Verde, an interim 
18.5-hectare Ortigas development project. It houses 12 pavilions, called 
“villages”, which are of Maranao-inspired architecture. Indigenous materials 
were used such as treated cogon grass for the roof, old calesa wheels transformed 
into chandelier frames, and duyans scattered around to allow short breaks amidst 
frenzied shopping activities. The result is a stylized and unique Filipino 
architecture and is a novel interpretation of the conventional hahay kubo. The 
design of the complex also gave attention to the needs of the disabled and elderly, 


More than 450 traders from Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao are offering specialty 
merchandise from all the regions. Haggling ala-tiangge is the norm as shoppers 
discover the treasures and pleasures of Philippine-made goods and produce. 


At night, shoppers can be treated to acoustic and live band performances. There 
is also an area dedicated to special shows, exhibits, and unique Filipino 
presentations. Kids and adults can also enjoy riding the kalesa which gocs 
around Tiendesitas. Shopping hours arc from 12 noon to 12 midnight, daily. 


———— aa MA 


Secange you want gomething different, 


More than a tiangge... TIENDESITAS is a new twist 
to the usual shopping experience! 


Ax Tiendesitas, it's Pinoy's best, everyday! 


Unearth unique buys and marvel at world-class merchandise 
from the various regions of the Philippines showcased in 
its 12 villages. 


Relish food specialties like the “bagnet” of Ilocos, “batchoy” 
of Iloilo, “inihaw na panga” of Davao, and many more 
tasty delights. 


At FRONTERA VERDE, you get the widest and 
most diverse shopping, dining, and leisure options. 
That means more choices, more savings, more finds... 
and more fun! 


Frontera Verde is conveniently located at Ortigas Avenue 
corner E. Rodriguez Ave. (C-5), Brgy. Ugong, Pasig City. 
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By Pam Pastor 
ZOOMED OFF INTO THE DARK NIGHT, 
I my hands tightly wrapped around the all- 
terrain vehicle's handlebars. Actually, 
“zoomed off" is an exaggeration. It was more 
like crawled. Feeling a little more daring, I 
pressed my finger against the thumb-operat- 
ed accelerator and 1 lurched forward, up a 
rocky hill. The whole scene—the dark sky, the 
rocky roads, the sound of the motors, our hel- 
met-clad heads—reminded me of Jay Tarucs 
recent iWitness documentary, the one where 
he and a companion hopped on motorcycles 
and rode from one province to another in 
search of the legendary aswang. But unlike 
me, they weren't moving ata snails pace. Un- 
like chem, 1 was not on a deserted road. And 
there was no aswang in sight. Not even close. 

‘We were in Enchanted Kingdom. 

Tam not a speed devil—quite the opposite 
actually. The only kind of speed I need is satis- 
fied by my DSL connection, And so when I 
found out that the new attraction they were 
unveiling--Exodus the Ride—was a guided 
tour around a 1-hectare ATV track which in- 
cluded volcanic rocks, river stones, logs and a 
suspended bridge—I wasn't exactly eager to 
tny it. Twas happy enough to just sit back and 
‘watch the others, including some actors from 
Exodus the Movie, which was co-produced by 
Enchanted Kingdom and is the inspiration be- 
hind the ride, give ita shot. 

lam what you call a Classic Enchanted 
Kingdom Coward. You cannot make me ride 
the Space Shuttle, not even if you pay me. 1 
rode the Jungle Log Jam twice and Anchors 
Away and Flying Fiesta once—years 
ago—and I think thats enough for this life- 


ittaketo ~ 
kill your 
inner 
coward? 
Aride on 
Enchanted 
Kingdom's 
The Exodus 


time. Ind longer ride the bumper cars--ovef 


cars just lost its appeal for me. I do ride the 
Roller Skater—the baby roller coaster—but I 
keep my eyes shut and scream my head off the 
entire time. I ride the Wheel of Fate too but I 
always make sure that no one spins our gon- 
dola. Rialto and the 4D Theater are my fa- 
vorites but the Rio Grande Rapids is on top of 
my list. I can ride it ten times straight. But to 
be completely honest, my three favorite En- 
chanted Kingdom attractions are these: the 
tacones, the spiral hotdogs and the Milo soft 
serve ice cream. They're really good. 

But cowardice had to be set aside during 
the launch of Exodus the Ride. I think it was 
the sight of so many kids hopping on the all- 
terrain vehicles that finally convinced me to 
try it. finally got on, but not before making 
sure I had a safety sandwich. I made sure my 


REEL ROYALTY, Tho 
Exodus throne 


Hfriend was riding just a few feet in front of me 


;' the past few years, the idea of getting into a rand my boyfriend was just behind me. 
car with the intention of buinping into other. 


Operating the ATV was easy enough. It 
‘took me all of five seconds to learn which but- 
tons and levers to press. Gathering the 
courage to go faster was a little harder. But 
when I reached the hills, I had no choice but 
to hit the accelerator. It was the only way for 
meto ride over them with ease. Before I start- 
ed blaming all the tacones and hotdogs I ate 
for making me too heavy to hit the hills, I real- 
ized that all Thad to do was increase speed. 

After one lap around the track, 1 began to 
feel more comfortable and I started enjoying 
the sights. Props from Exodus the Movie had 
been strategically placed around the track for 
an extra touch. | was still slower than most of 
the riders but I was finally able to maneuver 
through the roads with ease. I skipped the 
bridge and the pool of water though and still 
preferred to take the easier route. 

When I got off the ATV my hands were cold 
and my knees still felt a litle weak from the ex- 
ctement. I caught my breath while watching the 
Festivale Danze, which begins with a parade and 
becomes a full dance concert that showcases var- 
ied rhythms, different dance numbers—from 
boogie and classical moves to wild jungle 
beats—and colorful fireworks. My favorite part 
was the magic show, Festivale Danze, which was 
conceptualized and staged by director Freddie 
‘Santos can be enjoyed tonight, tomorrow and on 
May 13 and 14at6p.m. 

Exodus the Ride is a big thrill—for speed 
freaks, for adventure-seekers and even for big 
‘cowards like me. And I wasn't done with my 
attempt yet. 

The following week, I continued my devel- 
oping love affair with Exodus the Ride. Armed 


with my season pass, we hit Enchanted King- 
dom again and headed for the ATV track first 
‘We watched the safety video which repeate 
ly stressed, "This is not a race, this is a guide 
tour" Although I was feeling a little more cof 
fident, I was still slow. So slow that the mat 
shall had to signal to the marshall of the oth 
group to move forward and leave us behind! 
But the longer I stayed on the track, the mo 
comfortable I felt. Frogs were trying to cross 
the road and 1 maneuvered the ATV smoothly: 
to avoid running them over. I think I deserve 
extra points for saving the lives of several 
frogs. As I went for one last lap around the 
track, fireworks exploded, turning the dark 
sky into a canvas for the colorful bright lights. 
1 know the fireworks were for the Festivale 
Danze but I'd like to think they were also: 
there to celebrate the death of my inner cow-: 
ard. Maybe next time, Id even get the gutsto 
ride the Space Shuttle. [ 

Visit www.enchantedkingdom.com.ph or its 
office at Unit 1B Biltmore Condominium, 
Aguirre St, Legaspi Village, Makati. Call 
8302111 to 16. 
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More than a supermarket... it's a destination that 


pambri will redefine the concept of pleasurable shopping! 
mu 


The Hypermarket at Frontera Verde offers you a complete 


shopping experience. 


Get everything you need for your family and your home, 
at this ultimate combination of a supermarket and 
department store. For your convenience, a Hardware 
and a Drugstore will also be available to serve you. 


Shopping has never been this easy — nor this pleasurable! 


At FRONTERA VERDE, you get the widest and 


most diverse shopping, dining, and leisure options. 
That means more choices, more savings, more find: 
and more fun! 


Frontera Verde is conveniently located at Ortigas Avenue 
corner E. Rodriguez Ave. (C-5), Brgy. Ugong, Pasig City. 
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ISN'T this the best part of breakin’ up 
Finding someone else you can't get enough öf, 
Someone who wants to be with you too “© -> 
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IT'S ANITCH we know we are gonna scratch 
Gonna take a while for this egg to hatch 
But wouldn't it be beautiful 


Why Ca 


By Liz Phair 


Get a load of me, get a load of you 
Walkin' down the street, and I hardly know you. 
It’s just like we were meant to be 


Holding hands with you when we're out at night. 
Got a girlfriend, you say it isn't right 
‘And I've got someone waiting too 


What if this is just the beginning 
We're already wet, and we're gonna go swimming 


Why can’t I breathe whenever I think about you 
Why can't speak whenever talk about you 
It's inevitable, it's a fact that we're gonna get down 


Why can’t I breathe whenever I think about you 


Isn't this the best part of breakin’ up 
Finding someone else you can't get enough of 
Someone who wants to be with you too 


It’s an itch we know we are gonna scratch 
Gonna take a while for this egg to hatch 
But wouldn't it be beautiful 


Bere we go, we'reat the beginning 
We haven't feed yet, but my heads spinning 


P 


Why can't I breathe whenever I think about you 
Why can’t speak whenever Italk about you 

Its inevitable, its a fact that we're gonna get down 
toit 


Sotell me 
Why can't breathe whenever I think about you 


High enough foryou to make me wonder 
Where it's goin" 

High enough for you to pull me under 
Somethin's growin’ 

out ofthis that we can control 

Baby Iam dyin’ 


Why can’t breathe whenever I think about you 
Why can’t I speak whenever T talk about you 

Its inevitable, it's a fact that we're gonna get down 
toit 

So tell me 

Why can't [breathe whenever I think about you 


Visual direction by XANDER ANGELES 
Style script by MILLET ARZAGA. 
Associate producer: DAVID MILAN 
Facial effects: LALA FLORES using FACE IT. 
makeup line from PENSHOPPE 
Starring: VICTOR BASA and NIKKI GIL 
Creature costumes by PENSHOPPE 
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2006%620 Yow want it to drive you w 


Porsche Boxster -courtesy of PGA Cars, Inc. 


More than a car showroom... it's a one-stop store 
that's unlike anything you've seen before! 


Get the car of your dreams, or spend the day dreaming 
about fantastic choices. Whichever it is, the Auto Mall 
at Frontera Verde is just the place for you. 


Browse through car models on display at 80 car showrooms, 
or get those accessories you've always fancied to make your 


vehicle a sure head-turner. 


It's the supreme stop where you'll find everything you need 


to make your ride a breeze! 


At FRONTERA VERDE, you get the widest and 
most diverse shopping, dining, and leisure options. 
That means more choices, more savings, more finds... 
and more fun! 


Frontera Verde is conveniently located at Ortigas Avenue 
corner E. Rodriguez Ave, (C-5), Brgy. Ugong, Pasig City. 


Became ye want more! 


A premier development of Ortigas & Company, Limited Partnership 
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This song is the soundtrack of the images ` 

that you see on this page. The music and 

the visuals echo an itch we are all familiar 
h—the passion, the à 


WHY CAN'T I breathe whenever | think. 
Why can't speak whenever | talk about fly ^ 
| 4" 


00064640 Your kidy want a new experience. 
More than a recreational area... it's a park 


packed with fun and educational activities, 
right in the heart of the city! 


Spend an unforgettable day with your kids at the Fun Ranch 
at Frontera Verde. 


Have fun at the petting zoo, carousel, and interactive play 
areas. Family-themed restaurants and snack carts provide a 
welcome break as your family enjoys other attractions like 
a kiddie salon, photo shop, day care center, bookstore, and 
animal spa. 


Here, you'll have total family entertainment without having 
to leave town! 


At FRONTERA VERDE, you get the widest and 
most diverse shopping, dining, and leisure options. 
That means more choices, more savings, more finds... 
and more fun! 


Frontera Verde is conveniently located at Ortigas Avenue 
corner E. Rodriguez Ave. (C-5), Brgy. Ugong, Pasig City. 


FRONTERA 


Became g” Want morel 
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DIVINE COMEDY 
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— MIKROKOSMOS BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 
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BY FRANCIS DRAKE MESE ] il (okids 


YOU BORN TODAY: Youre complex. You're dramatic and confident, yet vulnerable. You're a natural leader. 
YOU BORN TODAY: You TaS sasiy chami oiner. Yours a devoted parent Younsedhommomyinalyourre. | Mag-Rectele Tayo 
lationships. At age 45, you begin to value family closeness much more for the rest of your life. By 75, you're outra- Tuwing Sabado! 
nong] Fresh new Deginnings welcome you this year ว 
ก น ซอ แร อ ก Gaan Coote), actor Tony Blair ซี ก จ ท ร ณ์ เท อ minister: Rudolph Valentino, slent-soreen star. 
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VoumighlevenmovelntolargeriN- weli. No matter which way nemon- what goes around comes around. E A Yung dij ng pisi 
ing quarters. Sy tows, youwin! 


TAURUS (Apri 20 to = Fs BY DANIEL SHELTON 
May 20): Youre very CANCER (June 21 to Sept. 22): Any kind of 
enthusiastic about July 22): You feei very MP croup aciviy will de- 
something today. in ideaistc today. Youre MP light you today. You feel 
fact, your positive frame wiling to work on behalf energized and more en- 
of mind actually attracts of others. Many of you  thusiastic about life. People lit your 
good luck and good fortuneto you. wil assist a charity or do something spirits. 
to help needy children. 
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together 
15 Agricultural SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
suicide Nov. 21): This is a mar- 

16 Unpleasant veious day for educa- 
sh tion. publishing, workin "unco CEANENTRATE 

17 pronounce tee win the. med. 6 บั ว 
from quit and dealing with foreign | raraBui ko cave NON 

Ja m โซ countries. Your confidence carries $| [super MAHAL Na TSINELAS 

19 Autor ij Ei DUG USO NGAYON. 
erus the day. People love your energy! LÀ 

20 Tranquilzed 

22 Ryanol 
“Sleepless In 
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22 Spolen hep oners today. You 
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frost ‘others, or you will work (S 
ANS 


KIKO MACHINE 


o directi wth them poser 

Tae biy even helping them physicaly or 

เซ helping tem wih ter posses- 
consed sions. (This is good ) LOVEKNOTS BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
stusion 

29 Soveregn 
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ร Gea ๑ mega pasa | PDE) peine Nyo BA Aka? HAAG UI 


we Weh win oer iiy pt 
3 Decaan : Someone wants one | NG NT FREUE, เบ ษั น k 
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31 Bullen picher Ya strings attached just ONE MAGAGABI HYO?” = 
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43 Related Feb. 18): This is a mar- 
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45 Religion spin about your health today. 
Pil Not only is it easy to 
46 Tropical black work hard, you can get an enor- 
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47 Production logy 
plans 
49 SciFi Doctor 
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52 RR conor irato play along shot 
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